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UC Magazine
Message from the  
Director of Development & Donor Relations 
In June, I had the great fortune of meeting a number of UC’s California 

alumni. Union Catholic hosted alumni get-togethers in San Francisco and 

Santa Clara in conjunction with the National Catholic Education Association 

Blended Learning Symposium at Santa Clara University at which Noreen 

Andrews, assistant principal; and faculty members Marla James and Kathy 

Webber presented. 

Laughs, hugs, happy memories and funny stories filled the air. Whether 

they graduated in 1969, 1976 or 1989, UC alumni are grateful for the 

tremendous foundation they received from Union Catholic and our core 

values. They recognize the sacrifices their families made to give them the 

gift of a UC education. Upon graduating 

from UC, they knew they had the tools to 

succeed and forge a great life. 

It was inspiring to hear why alumni feel 

such strong ties to 1600 Martine Avenue 

and exciting to get their enthusiastic 

feedback on what’s happening at UC 

today. I look forward to helping our 

Alumni Relations Office keep those 

connections and communications going strong; and to visiting with other 

alumni and friends around the country as UC takes to the road once again 

in 2015-16. 

Susan M. Dyckman 
Director of Development & Donor Relations

Message from the  
Alumni Relations 
Coordinator 
Another amazing year at Union Catholic 

is in the books! Each year, the goal of 

the Alumni Relations Office is to connect 

with more alumni. This year, we had our 

highest attendance rates for the Alumni 

Christmas Breakfast and Career Day, which is something we are very proud 

of! We are constantly working on bringing our alumni into the fold of the 

ever-present and constantly growing UC Community. We are accomplishing 

that in a variety of ways. Alumni are entitled to certain perks at events like 

the Viking Spooktacular 5K, including special registration and giveaways. 

We hosted a Legacy Breakfast for alumni who are also current parents. 

Through Pub Nights closer to home and alumni get togethers out of state, 

UC is working to strengthen and renew connections with as many alumni 

as possible.

All alumni are a part of the UC Community and should feel welcome to 

attend any UC event, whether you attended an event last year or haven’t 

walked the UC halls for 30 years. I encourage you to check out the 

Community Corner section of this magazine (page 38) and consider joining 

us this year! 

Kristine Mintel Esposito ‘04 
Alumni Relations Coordinator
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Q. What WOW comes to mind as you look back 
over the past year?
A. For me, the biggest WOW is Pope Francis’s appointment of alumnus 
Father James Massa, Union Catholic Boys School Class of ’78, Auxiliary 
Bishop of Brooklyn. What a role model he is for our students and alumni 
who are discerning a vocation to serve Our Lord. On behalf of the entire UC 
Community, I congratulate Bishop Massa and ask God to abundantly bless 
him and all his endeavors in his Church leadership role.

Q. How are things at UC in this current  
school year? 
A. This is one of my favorite questions! Things are awesome. Enrollment is 
stronger than ever. 

� As of 9/16/2015 total enrollment is 785. 

�   UC awarded $200,000 in scholarships to applicants for the Class of ’19.

�  We welcomed five new faculty/staff members and a new school 
counselor to the UC Community.

� Our Athletic Program is on fire and our student athletes do not rest even 
when we break for the summer. In July, rising Junior Sydney McLaughlin 
won the 400 hurdles at the 9th IAFF World Youth Championships in Cali, 
Colombia. 

� We have made some great improvements to our facility over the summer, 
including an access ramp to the cafeteria hallway, charging stations 
in the cafeteria to meet the needs of our ever expanding virtual world, 
renovations to our School Counseling Office, and new state-of-the-art 
furniture in several classrooms.

� And, best of all, I anticipate another year of no plateaus.

Q. What do you mean by “no plateaus?”
A. I mean that our administrators, faculty, staff and I are excited to 
continue responding to the challenge of preparing students for success in 
the real, virtual and spiritual worlds. 

��Two administrators and seven faculty members received further  
training on our new Canvas learning management system in July  
at InstructureCon in Park City, UT. They, in turn, are training their 
colleagues on how to maximize their use of this cutting-edge learning 
management tool.

�UC established its Middle States Accreditation objectives: 

� ��Student Performance Objective #1: By the year 2022, Union 
Catholic High School students will improve their critical reading 
proficiency as evidenced by their performance on the PSAT and the 
ACT.

� ��Student Performance Objective #2: By the year 2022, Union 
Catholic High School students will demonstrate increased 
knowledge of the principles of Catholic social teaching as measured 
by an increase in the average score for freshmen and juniors 
on two relevant sections of the Assessment of Children/Youth 
Religious Education (ACRE) test taken in 9th and 11th grades: Moral 
Formation and Missionary Spirit.

� � Organizational Capacity Objective: By the year 2022, curriculum 
guides will have been written that identify student learning 
objectives and define the scope and sequence of the educational 
program.

��We welcomed the Middle States commission to UC this month for its 
assessment visit.

� On another front, we are responding assertively to ensure the future 
vitality of Catholic education. UC’s 6-16 Virtual Catholic School initiative 
demonstrated measurably powerful outcomes for our pilot partner, The 
Academy of St. Joseph of the Palisades in West New York this past school 
year. We look forward to partnering with St. Augustine Elementary 
School in Union City in addition to St. Joseph’s in 2015-16 and have 
begun conversations with Catholic university and college presidents to 
initiate partnerships for the virtual delivery of college courses.

� We will never be finished growing, expanding or adapting in our 
academic programs, faith-based initiatives, physical plant enhancements 
and institutional advancement initiatives.

Q. It sounds like UC is looking outward.
A. We are definitely looking outward beyond our campus in Scotch Plains. 
I often reflect on a quote from Hillel the Elder that hung in my office back 
in the 1970s: “If not now, when? If not you, who?” The time is now. UC is in 
a position to make a difference, not only in the lives of our own students, 
but in the lives of students in Catholic elementary schools by providing 
students with a cutting-edge learning opportunity and their schools with a 
unique marketing opportunity.

Q. It costs money to make that difference.
A. Yes, it does. We were fortunate to receive grants that allow us to grow 
our program and expand our partnerships within the 6-16 Virtual Catholic 
School. 

I invite all members of the UC Community to support our Catholic school 
mission by making your first donation or increasing your giving to The 
Union Catholic Fund, Building the Future Major Gifts Initiative or Endowed 
Scholarship program. Depending upon where you are in life, UC’s Legacy 
Giving program also offers you the opportunity to sustain the UC difference 
going forward.

Q. What is the strategic plan for UC moving 
forward?
A. We have many exciting plans and initiatives in the near future, 
including the growth of the endowed scholarship program, the installation 
of an elevator, and the completion of the athletic complex. In the future, we 
envision the construction of a multi-purpose central gathering space for 
liturgical celebrations, collaborative learning and after-school socialization. 

Q. Why is UC able to take a leadership role  
in educating students for the real, virtual and 
spiritual worlds?
A. Because of our extraordinary human endowment in our administrators, 
faculty and staff. They are all about the mission of UC and view their work 
here as ministry, as discipleship. You can’t put a price tag on that. It is their 
energy, enthusiasm and commitment that set UC apart. 
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WHAT IS THE BEST EVENT YOU EVER  
ATTENDED AT UC AS A STUDENT OR AS  
AN ALUM? Send your response to  
alumni@unioncatholic.org and it may  
be featured in a future alumni publication!

SHOW YOUR UC PRIDE! SEND US PHOTOS!
Send a photo of you… 
�Wearing your UC gear 
��Holding a copy of UC Magazine when  

on a vacation or trip
�At a UC event

We will consider it for next year’s  
UC Magazine!

STAY CONNECTED ON TWITTER
@unioncatholichs (The official Twitter handle of UC) 

@SPH1600 (Sister Percylee Hart) 

OTHER WAYS TO STAY CONNECTED: 
UC App: Union Catholic High School
      unioncatholichighschool
      Union Catholic High School 

ALUMNI IN THE (SOCIAL) MEDIA
Tweet to @alumniunionc to see your tweets featured here!
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The guest speaker, UC faculty member, Director 
of Transportation and alumnus Edward 
Sagendorf ’07 gave the students three simple 
words to live by: 

“LIVE, LAUGH, LOVE.”  
“ LIVE: Change up the 
routine; embrace change, 
it keeps life interesting. 
LAUGH at yourself once 
in a while. When life 
gets hard, stressful and 
chaotic, I urge you to opt 
for laughter and not tears. 
LOVE: love what you do, 
and love others. By inviting 
love into your heart, you 
are embracing life.”

 DUIS PULVINAR MALESUADA | 9

UNION CATHOLIC GRADUATED 180 SENIORS in the  
Class of 2015 on May 28. The class’s impressive achievements earned graduates 
$19,503,127 in scholarships and awards. Tonna Obaze was named Valedictorian and 
Elise Morano was named Salutatorian.

Class valedictorian Tonna Obaze 
’15 compared life to a track meet, 
saying, “Life is our 400 meter 
dash—it goes by quickly and you 
only get one shot around the 
track.”

GRADUATION | 7

Graduation speaker and UC faculty member Edward Sagendorf ’07 urges 
graduates to take out their phones and add an event for May 27, 2016. 
Each graduate had to write one of the following questions: Have I changed 
my routine? Have I laughed at myself? Have I shown love to others? He 
hoped the answer would be yes.

Class of 2015
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UNION CATHOLIC  
LEGACIES 
1 -  Meagan Beriont ’15 and Mary Ushay Beriont ’75 

2 -  Deserie Wilcher Bissoondial ’93 and Dashawn  
Bissoondial ’15

3 - Edwin Brewer ’85 and Ian Brewer ’15

4 - Maryann Carroll Carolan ’86 and Kate Carolan ’15

5 - Vincent Ferrigno ’81 and Amanda Ferrigno ’15

6 -  Amanda Godfrey ’15 and Rodney Godfrey ’85

7 - Georgiana Volturo ’15 and Lori Beronowski Volturo ’82
5

32

4

1

6 7
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ANGELICA MONSANTO

As the Student 
Council Executive 
Board Secretary, 
Yearbook Co-
Editor, SMAC 
Executive Board 
Member, Co-
Captain of the 
Forensics team, 
manager for the Softball Team, a Student 
Ambassador, Big Sister and a member of the 
Service Club, French Club and Performing 
Arts Company, Angelica had a multifaceted 
experience at UC. Following her successful 
career at UC, she now attends the University 
of Connecticut, studying Communications. 
Angelica is a three-time National 
qualifier in Forensics, having traveled to 
Philadelphia, Chicago and Fort Lauderdale 
for the National Tournaments. Outside of 
UC, she dances at a local dance school and 
volunteers at her church’s food pantry.

LUKE NOVAK 

As Luke looks 
back at his time 
at UC, he recalls 
always being 
motivated to 
work hard and 
was able to 
achieve many 
of his academic 
goals because of that ethic. He notes that 
moving up from foundation-level classes to 
AP-level classes was his greatest academic 
achievement. Outside of academics, he 
was on the Cross-Country, Indoor and 
Outdoor Track teams for all four years. He 
attends the University of Nebraska-Lincoln, 
majoring in Biology. He plans to work 
toward an officer commission in the Navy 
through the NROTC program. Outside of 
Union Catholic, he was a teacher assistant 
for a Special Needs CCD Program at St. 
Bartholomew Parish, where he worked with 
children with learning and developmental 
disabilities, in particular Autism and  
Down Syndrome. 

JORDAN COVERSON 

Jordan 
transferred to 
UC sophomore 
year and when 
she arrived, she 
hit the ground 
running on 
the Winter and 
Spring Varsity 
Track teams. She is most proud of being 
a part of Union Catholic Girls first-ever 
National Championship relay team. She 
was also a member of the Big Brother/
Big Sister and Peer to Peer programs as 
well as a member of the Environmental 
Club, National Honor Society and National 
Spanish Language Honor Society. Outside 
of Union Catholic, she volunteered at a 
physical therapy and rehabilitation center, 
which inspired her to pursue a career 
in sports medicine. She attends Boston 
University, majoring in Athletic Training 
and Physical Therapy. She earned an 
athletic scholarship to continue her track 
career at BU. 

SENIOR SPOTLIGHTS 

ADRIEN CORTIZO 

“Unforgettable” is how Adrien described his four years here at Union 
Catholic. His presence was always felt at the various UC community 
events throughout the year. He was part of the basketball team as the 
Director of Basketball Operations, a member of the baseball team, the 
President of Students Take Action Now Darfur (STAND), a Student 
Ambassador (earning Ambassador of the year for the 2014-2015 
School Year), the Big Brother/Sister Program, and made audiences 
roar with laughter as a member of the Performing Arts Company. 
He is the recipient of Elizabeth’s Promise Award Scholarship and 
received the UC Spirit Award at graduation. He attends San Diego State University and majors 
in Business Finance and Management. His dream is to earn his MBA, go to culinary school and, 
one day, open his own restaurant. If Adrien can leave one thing here at UC it would be a quote 
for everyone, “We are too blessed to stress.”
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KYLE BOROWSKI 

Kyle currently 
attends Brown 
University, 
studying 
Economics and 
History. He was 
a National-
qualifier for the 
Forensics team, 
competing in Public Forum Debate. He 
was also a Member of the National Honor 
Society, Foreign Language Honor Society, 
the Service Club, Editor of Union Catholic’s 
Literary Magazine, Expressions, and writer 
for the school newspaper, The Prophet. 
His favorite memories of UC come from 
his experience with the Performing Arts 
Company where he served as Vice President. 
He will be remembered for his hilarious 
performances in: Lend Me a Tenor, Boeing-
Boeing, Shrek, Legally Blonde, and Love 
(Awkwardly). He describes his experience 
at Union Catholic as a long journey, but 
one filled with laughter, enjoyment and 
incredible moments he will not soon forget. 

SENIOR SPOTLIGHTS 
TAYLOR MCLAUGHLIN 

Taylor describes 
his experience 
at UC as diverse. 
He was a 
record-breaking 
member of the 
Boy’s Winter/
Spring Track 
team, serving 
as the Captain his senior year. He was also 
a member of SMAC, Student Ambassador 
and the C.R.A.Y.O.N. Club. Outside of UC, 
he volunteers with an organization called 
HOPE Worldwide through his church. 
He is the recipient of the Union County 
Scholar Athlete Scholarship, a member of 
the National Honor Society and National 
Spanish Honor Society, and was named the 
Courier Athlete of the Year. From a young 
age, he discovered his passion for design 
and construction. To follow that dream, he 
chose the University of Michigan to study 
Mechanical Engineering and Aerospace on a 
full athletic scholarship.

TAYLOR SMITH

Taylor was the 
co-president of 
the C.R.A.Y.O.N. 
club, an executive 
board member 
of Service Club, 
and a member 
of Hearts for 
Heroes. She 
attends Northeastern University, majoring in 
Biology. She recalls watching Dr. G Medical 
Examiner and any crime show that she could 
find, which led to her fascination with how 
complex and extraordinary the body is. She 
could not see herself doing anything else with 
her life besides working with and exploring 
the human body. Outside of school, she works 
as an assistant book researcher for a local 
author. Currently, they are working on a  
non-fiction murder story which will lead into 
a bigger discussion on child safety in America. 

ELISE MORANO

CLASS OF 2015 SALUTATORIAN 

Before college, Elise will be taking a gap year and doing a 
combination of independent research, service work, internships,  
homestays and language study in Central America. Next fall, she  
will attend Bowdoin College in Maine. There, she will double 
major in Latin American Studies and Global Development with 
concentrations in Public Health and Women’s Empowerment. She 
will be on the pre-law track with the intention of pursuing Human 
Rights Law, especially as it relates to women in the developing world. 
For two years, she has taught a weekly English as a Second Language class and Adult Spanish 
Literacy class at El Centro Hispanoamericano in Plainfield. This work with recent immigrants 
has been the most influential in her choice of a field of study. She is a member of Visible 
Women and worked as counselor at the New Jersey State Leadership Training conference. At 
UC, she served as an Ambassador, Peacemaker, Big Sister, Peer Tutor, and Vice President of 
Glamour Gals. 

JONATHAN VELIZ-CAICADO 

Since middle 
school, Jonathan 
has had a desire 
to help and 
be of service 
to others. He 
attends Rutgers 
University 
with a major 
in Criminal Justice. His plan is to enroll 
in ROTC while at Rutgers and become an 
officer in the Army when he graduates. 
He feels that this fulfilling career will 
allow him to be of service to the entire 
country. Jonathan is grateful for the many 
great, varied opportunities that UC gave 
him. He was involved with SMAC, Track, 
Soccer, and the Environmental Club. 
Outside of Union Catholic, he’s worked in 
his father’s landscaping business, helped 
with community service projects at St. 
Agnes Church in Paterson, as well as the 
Woodbridge Housing Authority. He will miss 
all the great friends he’s made while at UC. 
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Adelphi University
Albright College
American International College
American Musical & Dramatic  
 Academy
Arcadia University
Assumption College, MA
Auburn University
Barry University
Baruch College
Bennett College
Bergen Community College
Binghamton University
Bloomsburg University
Boston College
Boston University
Bowdoin College
Brigham Young University, UT
Brown University
Bryant University
Buffalo State College
Caldwell University
Carnegie Mellon University
Centenary College, NJ
Central Connecticut State  
 University
Clark Atlanta University
Coastal Carolina University
College of Charleston
College of Saint Elizabeth
College of Saint Rose
College of Wooster
Columbia University
County College of Middlesex
County College of Morris
Curry College
Dartmouth College
Delaware State University
Delaware Valley University
DeSales University
Drew University
Drexel University
East Stroudsburg University
Elmira College
Elon University
Emerson College
Fairfield University
Fairleigh Dickinson University
Fashion Institute of Technology
Felician College
Flagler College
Florida A&M University
Florida State University
Fordham University
Franklin & Marshall College
Furman University
Gannon University
George Mason University
George Washington University
Georgetown University
Georgia Southern University
Georgia State University
Georgian Court University
Gettysburg College
Goldey-Beacom College
Gonzaga University
Hampton University
Hartwick College
Hofstra University
Howard University
Husson University
Illinois Institute of Technology
Immaculata University
Indiana University Bloomington
Iona College
Ithaca College
Jacksonville University
James Madison University
Johnson & Wales University, RI
Kean University

Kennesaw State University
King’s College, PA
Kutztown University
Lafayette College
Landmark College
Lasell College
Lehigh University
LIM College
Lincoln University, PA
Lock Haven University
Long Island University
Loyola University Chicago
Loyola University Maryland
Lynn University
Manhattan College
Manhattanville College
Marist College
Marquette University
Marymount Manhattan College
MCPHS University
Mercy College
Mercyhurst University
Miami University, OH
Michigan State University
Misericordia University
Monmouth University
Monroe College
Montclair State University
Moravian College
Morgan State University
Mount Saint Mary College, NY
Mount St. Mary’s University, MD
Muhlenberg College
Neumann University
New England College
New Jersey City University
New Jersey Institute of  
 Technology
New York Institute of 
Technology
New York University
North Carolina State University
Northampton Community  
 College
Northeastern University
Norwich University
Nova Southeastern University
Oberlin College
Ohio State University
Old Dominion University
Pace University
Pennsylvania State University
Purdue University
Quinnipiac University
Radford University
Ramapo College
Raritan Valley Community  
 College
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute
Rider University
Robert Morris University, PA
Roger Williams University
Rowan University
Rutgers University
Sacred Heart University
Sage College of Albany
Saint Augustine’s University, NC
Saint Francis University, PA
Saint Joseph’s College of Maine
Saint Joseph’s University, PA
Saint Leo University
Saint Michael’s College, VT
Saint Peter’s University
Salve Regina University
San Diego State University
Savannah College of Art &  
 Design
School of Visual Arts
Seton Hall University
Seton Hill University

Shaw University
Shippensburg University
Siena College
Skidmore College
South Carolina State University
Southern Connecticut State  
 University
St. Bonaventure University
St. John Fisher College
St. John’s University, NY
St. Thomas Aquinas College
Stevens Institute of Technology
Stevenson University
Stockton University
Stonehill College
Suffolk University
SUNY 
Syracuse University
Temple University
Texas Tech University
The College of New Jersey
The New School, NY
Thiel College
Tougaloo College
Towson University
Tufts University
UCLA
Union County College
University of Alabama
University of Arizona
University of California
University of Chicago
University of Colorado Boulder
University of Connecticut
University of Delaware
University of Florida
University of Hartford
University of Kansas
University of Maine
University of Maryland 
University of Massachusetts
University of Miami, FL
University of Michigan
University of Minnesota
University of Missouri
University of Nebraska
University of New England
University of New Hampshire
University of New Haven
University of North Carolina 
University of Pennsylvania
University of Pittsburgh
University of Rhode Island
University of Scranton
University of Tampa
University of the Sciences  
 in Philadelphia
University of Vermont
University of Virginia
US Military Academy
US Naval Academy
Villanova University
Virginia State University
Virginia Tech
Virginia Union University
Wagner College
Wentworth Institute of  
 Technology
Wesleyan University, CT
West Virginia University
Widener University
William Paterson University
Winston-Salem State University
Winthrop University
Worcester Polytechnic Institute
Xavier University, OH
York College of Pennsylvania

TONNA OBAZE 

CLASS OF 2015 

VALEDICTORIAN

Enrolled at the 
University of 
Pennsylvania, 
Tonna is 
majoring in 
Biology on the 
pre-med track. 
She is also a part of the Benjamin Franklin 
Scholars Integrated Studies program. Her 
love of being a doctor stems from not only 
wanting to help people but to leave a mark 
on the world in front of her. She dreams 
of taking her skills into the low-income 
housing districts and impoverished nations. 
She credits Union Catholic with helping her 
develop these passions, leading her to a life 
of service. She says that UC provided her 
with a haven to grow personally, discover 
her interests, make mistakes and most 
importantly, to learn from those mistakes. 
From the fun-filled Spirit Days to the 
tear-jerking Junior Rite of Passage, she has 
loved every experience at UC and wouldn’t 
trade them for the world. She was the 
Valedictorian of the Class of 2015, as well as 
a three-time National qualifying member of 
the Forensics team, serving as Captain her 
senior year, an Executive Board Member of 
SMAC, a Student Ambassador, Big Sister, 
a member of the Academic Team, PAC, 
UCTV, Dance Club, Service Club and was 
a core leader for Peacemakers in Progress. 
Outside of UC, she was a dancer at Across 
the Floor School of Dance for 12 years. She 
volunteered for the St. James Food Pantry 
and the New Jersey Senior Olympics. 

COLLEGE ACCEPTANCES 2015
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��The Stage House, August 21, 2014. The Class of 1975 provides a great turnout, as 
usual! Pictured are Debbie Moran Holley, Bob Cascone, Sharon Schiller LaForge, 
Missy Fernandez Rowe , Brian Gates, and Joe Massaro.

�  Yale Club, October 28, 2014. Assistant Principal Dr. Jim 
Reagan ’96, Bryan Smith ’04, Gerald Sawczyn ’96, and Bill 
Werkmeister ’96 enjoy a gathering at the Yale Club in New 
York City.

��Yale Club, October 28, 2014. Bill 
Werkmeister ’96 and Ken Clifford ’74, 
sponsors of the Yale Club reception, pose 
for a photo with Principal Sister Percylee 
Hart, RSM. 

��Members of the Class of 2004 take a moment to smile for the camera at their 10-year 
reunion at Darby Road in October. Pictured are Katie Wuertz ’04, Julianne Tooker ’04, 
Amanda Ballate ’04, Ashley Whittemore ’04, Emily Moharter ’04, Christine Bowman 
’04, and Kimberly Scutieri ’04.

��Donor Reception, October 19, 2014. School Consultative Board 
member Ed Esposito and his wife Cookie pose for a photo with 
Assistant Principal Dr. Jim Reagan, Jr. ’96.

��The Stage House, August 21, 2014. Pictured are members of the Class 
of 1969, including Fred Froehlich, Bob Elko, and Don Lamastra.

��The Cranford Hotel, November 19, 2014. Pictured are a few young 
alumni who attended the event: Ed Thornton ’04, Leonard Tate ’04, 
Jim Thornton ’08, and Corinne Timko ’07.
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��Veterans Day Ceremony, November 11, 2014. 
Sean Brennan ’15 (left) and faculty member 
Mr. Tim Breza present the Duff family with an 
American flag and a picture of the brick that will 
be dedicated to Captain Joseph Duff and placed in 
the Veterans Memorial Walkway.

�  Veterans Day Ceremony, November 11, 2014. UC’s club, 
Hearts for Heroes, poses with its moderator Mr. Tim 
Breza (center) and Sister Percylee Hart.. 

��Donor Reception, October 19, 2014. Jim and Sandra McTernan, UC 
parents, with Sister Percylee Hart, RSM, principal

��Alumni Christmas Breakfast, December 23, 2014. Artie Wright 
’14, Joe Perona ’14, Derek Siegal ’14, Nick Rhein ’14, and 
Roberto Benoit ’14 enjoy their first event at UC as alumni.

��Legacy Breakfast, February 12, 2015. 
Robert Kolar ’76 enjoys the Legacy 
Breakfast with his daughter, Amanda ’16. 
The Legacy Breakfast is a special event for 
students whose parents are UC alumni.

��Alumni Christmas Breakfast, December 23, 2014. Class of 2013 
alumni meet up for the second consecutive year at the annual 
Christmas Breakfast. Pictured are Mike D’Antico , Amanda 
Szyszkiewicz, Mike DeAngelis, Rose Irace, and Kelli Pirozzoli.

��Legacy Breakfast, February 12, 2015. Anthea Dagiantis ’18 attends 
her first UC Legacy event with her father, Bill Dagiantis ’84.

��UC on the Road headed to Santa Clara, CA this 
summer! Pictured are Bob Ballweg (alumni parent), 
Assistant Principal Dr. Jim Reagan, Jr. ’96, Charlie 
Volpe ’73, Sister Percylee Hart, RSM, Joan Ballweg 
(alumni parent), Associate Principal Karen Piasecki 
’88, and Brian Pawlowski ’76.

��UC on the Road also visited San Francisco this 
summer. Pictured (seated) are Mary Ellen Wischusen, 
Bruce Schaar ’86, Sister Percylee Hart, RSM, and Ellen 
Maxwell-Beifus ’69. Pictured (standing) are Director of 
Development Susan Dyckman, Assistant Principal  
Dr. Jim Reagan, Jr. ’96, Associate Principal Karen 
Piasecki ’88, Chelsea Cook, Thais Oviedo Rains ’87, 
Nancy Balakier Tillman ’71, Don Tillman, Jac-ee Cook, 
and Assistant Principal Noreen Korner Andrews.
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Robert Battiste ’93, Owner & Sole Proprietor, Extreme 
Excellence Entertainment
Thomas Bell ’93, Police Officer, Cranford Police Department
Julianne Berger ’06, Raw Material Supervisor & Quality Control 
Chemist, Manhattan Drug Company
Gerard Chiusano, Composer, Chiusano Music
Mary Noonan Chiusano ’85, Text Writer, Chiusano Music
Michael D’Antico (alumni parent), Owner & President, 
Advanced Plumbing Design, Inc.
Aaron Doherty ’08, Police Officer, Westfield Police Department
Tim Dolan ’88, Regional Manager, Keely Investment Corporation
Matt Esposito ’03, Advertising Account Supervisor,  
Harrison & Star
Judy Stair Gorski ’90, Scientist & Pharmacologist, Merck  
and Co., Inc.
Meg Hamilton, Psychotherapist, Calm and Sense Therapy
Nicole Hauck ’04, Physical Therapist, JFK Medical Center
Allison Honeymar ’99, Criminal Investigator Deputy, United 
States Marshals Service
Terri Marino Hunsinger ’92, Partner & Web Developer, 
WebUndies.com LLC
Gene Jannotti, Executive Director, Greater Westfield Area 
Chamber of Commerce
Anne McAneny King ’71, Director of Communications, Bayer 
Health Care
Frank McGovern, General Manager, Electrical Consultants, Inc.
Kenneth Leivonen ’80, Project Director, De Dietrich Process 
System, Inc.
Linda Mallozzi (UC parent), Union County Superior Court Judge, 
State of New Jersey
Carmelyn Marinaro ’78, Technology Specialist, Associated Press
Dr. Timothy McCabe ’85 (UC parent) and his dental team, 
Dentist, Westfield Pediatric Dentist
Michael Medrano (UC parent), Mixed Martial Artist & Personal 
Trainer
Bill Muzychko ’74, Fig Farmer, Bill’s Figs
Margaret Willeford O’Hara ’66, National Director of College 
Recruiting/Human Resources (retired), Deloitte Consulting; 
Chatham H.S. Biology Teacher (retired)
Deb Marino Palacio ’90, Partner & Buyer, WebUndies.com LLC
Joseph Perello ’82, Managing Partner & Vice President, 
Suburban Consulting Engineers
Bruce Rossi ’67, First Vice President, The Provident Bank
John Rotondo ’76, Vice President, Bayer Health Care
Howard Schram ’93, Founder & President, Step It Up Events
Rebecca Venezia Schroppe ’93, Union Catholic Art Teacher; 
Designer, Nautica, Houghton Mifflin (previous career)
Marc Seemon ’06, Deputy City Clerk, City of Clifton
Ellen Sherry, Event Planner, Shackamaxon Country Club 
(previous career)
Melissa Tooker ’00, Union Catholic Science Teacher
James Trollo ’08, Software Engineer, MLB Advanced Media
Jennifer Venezia ’90, Global Insurer Communications Leader, 
Aon Corporation
Lori Beronowski Volturo ’82, Quality Manager—Office of the 
President, AT&T
Barbara Ward ’76, Assistant United States Attorney, District of 
New Jersey
William Wong ’81, Supervising Architect & Project Manager, NJ 
Transit Corporation
Leslie Sanchez Yackel ’00, Police Officer, Township of Edison
Darren Yezo, Senior Manager of Information Systems Security, 
Daiichi Sankyo Pharmaceutical

PRESENTERS

��Pictured is William Wong ’81 speaking with a student about his work for NJ 
Transit Corporation.

��Matt Esposito ’03 and Jennifer Venezia ’90 talk to students about careers in 
advertising and marketing.

��Howard Schram ‘93, entrepreneur, 
shows a student his website.

��UC students benefit greatly from 
Career Day, as they are exposed to 
many exciting career fields in which 
members of the UC Community work.

If you are interested in presenting to students, please contact 
Kristine Mintel Esposito ’04, Alumni Relations Coordinator,  
at kesposito@unioncatholic.org



Day 1: November 21, 2014 
I can’t believe I’m here again, on my 12th trip to this crazy, 
amazing land of Haiti. I can’t even begin to describe the array 
of emotions I feel when I come here, but one thing I know 
for sure is that I feel overwhelmed with joy and happiness. I 
woke up really early this morning, anxious to see all the kids. 
Before I knew it, I landed in Haiti and was greeted by my aunt 
& six of “our kids.” As we pulled up to [Kay Julia], I got out of 
the bus and all of the kids came running up to me, jumping 
on me and giving me lots of hugs and kisses. I can’t believe 
how much they’ve all grown in the past few months that I’ve 
been gone. We spent the remainder of today playing games, 
reading books, and even got to watch a movie together. 

Day 2: November 22, 2014 
Last night I slept on a mattress on the floor in the living 
room, the coolest part of the house. I awoke early this 
morning surrounded by a bunch of sweet little faces sitting 
on my mattress, staring at me, waiting for me to get up. We 
started the day with pe a mamba (bread with peanut butter). 
I taught a math class to three of our kids, Jarvins, Kimson 
and Chalmange. At 4 o’clock we had our weekly Saturday 
Kid’s Program. About 100 children from our surrounding 
neighborhood showed up to our gate ready to receive a hot 
meal and more importantly, to hear the Word the God. For 
some, this was their first and last meal of that day and some, 
their first meal in days. After the program, each child was 
handed two packs of food to bring home to their families. 
Tomorrow, we have church in the morning and then we will 
come home and celebrate Christmas in November!!

Day 3: November 23, 2014 
Our water pump has been broken for the past month and 
today it was still not fixed. Instead of attending church, the 
missionaries held a service for us. This morning, one of our 
older boys, Stanley, came over. Stanley is 15 years old and 
in 3rd grade. He is struggling in school with simple math, 
so I did a basic math class with him. We went over different 
things like counting, adding, subtracting, and a little bit of 
multiplication. After everyone finished teaching classes, we 
brought all the children to the living room and we decorated 
for Christmas! We hung streamers, put up a mini Christmas 
tree, and covered the tables with Christmas tablecloths. 
Some of the kids helped make brownies with [Tori Hayes ‘18] 
while the rest of us watched How the Grinch Stole Christmas. 
Before each child got his/her presents to open, we all sat in 
a circle and told everyone one thing we are thankful for. We 
heard a number of sad stories including 10 year-old Gina’s; 
she said in Creole, “I am thankful because my mom died and 
my dad died, but now God has given me a nice place to live 
and a new family.” All of our older girls began crying for her 

Julia Hayes ’16 has traveled to  
Haiti many times to visit her Aunt Diddi’s 
two orphanages there, Kay Julia and Kay 
Diddi. This past November, Julia, a member 
of UC’s Project Haiti Club and French Club, 
helped to fundraise and collect items to bring 
over to Haiti for a “Christmas in November” 
celebration. Here, she documents her trip.
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because they know the hurt she is feeling. We all started to 
clap for her as my mom picked her up and held her in her 
arms. It was such an emotional moment. Twelve year-old 
Woodline told us that she used to sleep in a tree outside but 
now God has given her a home and a bed so she no longer 
has to sleep outside. God has given each of these kids a 
miracle and brought them to my Aunt Diddi, giving each of 
them a new chance at life, an opportunity to be all that they 
can be. After this sharing, it was time to open presents!!! For 
some of them, it was their first Christmas and their first time 
ever opening a wrapped present. 

Day 4: November 24, 2014 
Today we got to skype with Madame Ciringione and my 
French class, which was so awesome!! The kids were supposed 
to go play soccer with their class after school, but when they 
heard Madame was calling us, they all decided they wanted 
to stay home so they could see her on Skype and see what 
my classroom looks like. We talked for about 30 minutes on 
Skype and the kids enjoyed it so much! [Note: The children 
met Mrs. Kamila Ciringione, French teacher at UC, in April 
2014 when she visited Haiti with Julia’s family during spring 
break.]

Day 5: November 25, 2014 
Today was another great day with our kids. While all of the 
kids were at school, I taught an English class to Gina. Gina 
came to live with us about two months ago and it was too 
late to enroll her in school with the other children, so she is 
being homeschooled. At around 10 o’clock, there was a knock 
on our gate. It was Katy and her grandmother. Katy was born 
with water on her brain and she is unable to walk, crawl, or 
even eat on her own. We had Katy stay for the whole day and 
even spend the night so my mom can do therapy with her. 
Katy’s grandmother begged and pleaded for us to take her 
under our care for good, but we simply just don’t have the 
room. One day, we will own our own property and we will 
have a place for Katy, but until then, we just take her during 
the day at our “day care program.” 

Day 6: November 26, 2014 
This morning, Diddi sent one of the house mamas out to the 
market to buy the ingredients to make homemade chicken 
soup for one of our workers, Gladis, who has malaria. When 
she came back, Diddi made her soup and we took it to her. 
Gladis was looking very sickly in her metal hut made of sticks, 
metal, and tarp. The door was a simple curtain that hung 
from the opening of the hut. As you walked in, it was a small 
10’x10’ room with two small mattresses being held up by 
bricks. It was so heartbreaking to see the way she lives. Her 
little children all had on big smiles when we came by, which 
was so surprising to me. After we gave her the soup, we all 
laid hands on her and prayed. Then, her sister, who lives in the 
hut next to hers, came in and asked if we would come into 
her house and pray for her sick daughter, so of course we did. 
Later today, we went to stay at the boy’s house, Kay Diddi, 
for the remainder of our trip. The girls were so upset we were 
leaving them. Tonight the mama made Bouillon for dinner, 
which is by far my favorite Haitian meal! It is like a thick soup 
with potatoes, yams, carrots, meat, and many other delicious 
ingredients. Some of the boys and I went up on the roof and 
ate dinner there. We all just sat and talked up on the roof for 
the rest of the night about everything—school, the house, the 
other boys, and just life in general. Tomorrow we are going to 
celebrate Christmas in November with the boys! Yay!!

Day 7: November 27, 2014 
Today was an awesome day at Kay Diddi!! When the boys 
got back from school and saw all of the presents, they began 
jumping and screaming because they were so excited; it 
was so cute! Once all of the boys finished their homework 
and studying, we began the celebration. Just as we did at 
Kay Julia, we all sat around in a circle and told everybody 
something that we were thankful for. Then each boy sat in the 
middle and unwrapped his presents. We just had devotions on 
the porch and it was so much fun. We danced and sang and 
laughed a lot. Now the boys are getting ready for bed, and so 
are we!



SERVICE IN HAITI | 17

Day 8: November 28, 2014 
When the boys came home from school today, we decided we 
wanted to go and give to an orphanage down the street from 
our house, one that is so corrupt and where the children are 
not taken care of properly. Tori, Stanley and I put together 19 
stockings full of toys, clothes and candy for the children while 
Diddi boiled eggs. Then, we packed up the bus and drove 
down the road. As we pulled up, all 19 of the children came 
running up to us, so excited to see us. Each child was handed 
two boiled eggs and a stocking that was overflowing with 
presents. They were ecstatic! They started hugging all of us 
saying, “Thank you, thank you.” It made me realize how much 
we in America take not only Christmas, but so many other 
things for granted. These children have so little yet they never 
fail to smile. 

Day 9: November 29, 2014 
Today was a CRAZY day, to say the least!! We woke up this 
morning super sad because we were supposed to be going 
home. However, a series of events caused us to have to 
stay another night. We were already running late and then 
came to a police blockade on the main road to the airport. 
Luckily, Diddi knew an alternate route so she turned right and 
continued to drive. Then we saw that up ahead, all of the cars 
were frantically turning around and going back the other way, 
people were running in the opposite direction, and there were 
people screaming and yelling for us to turn around and go 
back. Up ahead of us, there were thousands of people rioting 
on the streets, what they call a “manifestation.” We all had to 
duck down and cover our heads as Diddi quickly spun the bus 
around and turned the radio on to hear what was happening. 
There were people burning cars and tires and marching up the 
main roads of Haiti because they do not like the president. It 
was definitely the scariest thing I’ve been through in Haiti. 
We did not know another way to get to the airport so we 
decided that we had to go home, just to be safe. Now we’re 
back at Kay Diddi, which I am super excited about, even if it’s 
only for one more day. 

Day 10: November 30, 2014 
Today I should be back in America, but I woke up in Haiti and 
I am so grateful for that. On our way to the airport, one of 
the boys at Kay Diddi called us and said that they were still 
demonstrating by the airport and that we needed to turn 
around and come back home. We decided to keep driving a 
little to see if there really was something going on. It turned 
out he only said that because he wanted us to stay another 
day, too cute! Now we’re sitting at the airport waiting to 
board our flight. My heart is so heavy and I just feel like 
crying. I don’t want to go home at all, but I don’t really have a 
choice. I’ll be back again soon, God willing! 

��Julia’s Aunt Diddi (far left) and mother, Christy Worsoe (far right),  
pose with a group of children.
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� Pictured is Jordan Coverson ’15 with her mother, 
signing with Boston University’s DI Track & Field 
program.

� Pictured is Samantha Soto ’15 with her mother, 
signing with the Southern Connecticut State 
University’s DII Women’s Swim program.

��Pictured is DJ Florendo ’15 with his parents, signing 
with Assumption College’s DII Track and Field 
program, where he will be throwing.

�  Pictured is Caitlin Glynn ’15 with her parents, signing 
with University of Jacksonville’s DI Track program.

� Pictured is Janelle Gibbs ’15, signing with Monmouth 
University’s DI Track & Field program.

� Pictured is Chandi Piiru ’15 with her parents, signing 
with Monmouth University’s DI Track & Field program.

��Pictured is Sean Brennan ’15 with his mother, signing 
with the United States Naval Academy’s DI Track & 
Field program, where he will be throwing.

� Pictured is Taylor McLaughlin ’15, signing with 
University of Michigan’s DI Track & Field program.

�  Pictured is Donnae Days ’15, signing with  
Goldey-Beacom College’s DII Women’s Basketball 
program.

�  Pictured is Isaiah Still ’15, signing with Robert Morris 
University’s DI Men’s Basketball program.

UC HIGHLIGHTS
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UC ATHLETICS  
REVEALS CHARACTER:  
BRIAN SAGENDORF ’15
Brian Sagendorf ’15 recently graduated from UC 

and signed with Mount Saint Mary’s University’s 

DI Track & Field team. Since Brian was “coerced” 

into joining the team during his freshman year 

at UC, he has been on quite a ride, breaking the 

school record in the Javelin and being named a 

three-time All American, to name a few of his 

accomplishments.

“Athletics at Union Catholic have a positive 

impact on our student body. Being a member of 

the Track & Field team requires a great deal of 

commitment, discipline and hard work,” remarks 

Coach Michael McCabe. “I feel that these skills 

are life skills.” He adds, “The program provided 

Brian with an outlet to focus his energy and 

talent; [he] learned discipline, hard work and 

leadership as a member of the team.”

Embracing UC athletics not only shifted 

Brian’s own life course, but also that of 

the program. Brian was a member of seven 

State Championship teams and 16 County 

Championship teams, raising the bar for UC 

Athletics as a whole; but, he also had to work 

hard to be a balanced student athlete. Coach 

McCabe notes, “The time, energy and discipline 

required to be a part of a team combined with 

rigorous academic requirements set our athletes 

apart from their peers.” Brian echoed these 

sentiments, saying, “At Union Catholic, the 

administration made it very clear that the most 

important part of being a student athlete was 

that academics came first. In order to continue 

on the Track team, my grades had to be up 

to par and since I loved being on the team so 

much, I made sure I worked very hard in school 

as well.” 

 

Ed Thornton ’04, assistant to the athletic 

director and assistant track & field coach, 

adds, “Brian has grown tremendously since his 

time began here four years ago. It is amazing 

to see how people gravitate towards him due 

to his strong optimism and drive to do well...

not only for himself but for the benefit of the 

entire team. He is exactly what you want in an 

athlete.” He concludes, “[Brian] leaves Union 

Catholic having made our athletic program 

stronger, not just within the Track & Field team 

but throughout the program. His enthusiasm 

and school spirit will be missed.”

Brian is excited to see what his years at Mount 

Saint Mary’s University will entail and what 

opportunities lay ahead. After college, he 

intends to become a police officer.

��Brian basks in the glory of being 
named a three-time All-American at 
Nationals this past spring.

��Brian is a County Champion, State Champion,  
All-American and school record holder in the Javelin.

�  Pictured is Brian Sagendorf ’15 with his mother, 
signing with Mount Saint Mary’s University, MD,  
DI Track program, where he will be competing in the 
decathlon. 

� Pictured is Alana Herran ’15, signing with University 
of Virginia’s DI Track & Field program.

� Tonna Obaze ’15 earned a perfect score on her SAT 
Biology subject test!

� Edgie Amisial ’15 earned a perfect score on her SAT 
French subject test!



Forensics Beginnings... 
The Forensics Team was an integral part of 
the fabric of Union Catholic High School 
from its infancy. Under the moderation 
of Mr. Vincent Mulligan and Brother Paul 
Woods, the teams from both the Boys 
and Girls Schools began by debating the 
important issues of the time. “We would 
often try to one up each other on topics,” 
mused Mrs. Sylvia Pramataroff Zborowski 
’75. “We were coming out of the ‘60s 
and had friends or family returning from 
Vietnam. It was a very tumultuous time for 
all issues. And that’s what made Forensics 
so important.” 

Facing these issues head on was a way for 
students to express themselves, to learn to 
speak publicly and confidently, to formulate 
their own opinions and to find their voices. 
The team achieved great success in the 
‘60s and ‘70s, traveling around the state 
and hosting several tournaments at Union 
Catholic, tying for First Place on more than 

one occasion. The team also competed in 
regional tournaments at places such as St. 
Peter’s College and Columbia University. But 
by the late 1970’s, interest in the Forensics 
team waned. 

The Resurgence…  
Everything changed in 1992, when a 
young freshman named Jim Reagan rebuilt 
the team from the ground up. Inspired 
by his success on the grammar school 
level at St. Elizabeth of Hungary School 
in Linden, Jim sought the help of faculty 
member Ms. Mary Cullinane to moderate 
the “team” of one student. As the only 
student representing Union Catholic at the 
Newark Catholic Forensics League (NCFL) 
meets, Jim competed in Declamation and 
qualified for the 1993 Grand National 
Tournament in Boca Raton, Florida. His first 
Nationals appearance lit a fire inside Jim, 
who attended competition rounds at every 
chance he could to learn and absorb the ins 
and outs of Forensics Speech and Debate. 

When he returned to Union Catholic in 
September 1993 for his sophomore year, 
he was ready to get to work and recruit his 
classmates to join him. He enlisted the help 
of faculty members Mrs. Myrna McManus 
(2015 Hall of Fame Inductee) and Mrs. 
Mary Benedetti to moderate and spread 
the word to more students. The team grew 
slowly but steadily and, by year’s end, 

UNION CATHOLIC FORENSICS: 
The Journey 
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� Mr. Vincent Mulligan with the 
1967 Forensics Team

� The 2013-14 Forensics team at Nationals in Chicago, Illinois 
Thomas Hartnett ‘14 and Emily Dzioba ‘14, Duo; Angelica 
Monsanto ‘15 and Kaitlin Garrity ‘15, Duo; Catherine Coughlan 
‘14 and Allison Yashay ‘14, Duo; Tonna Obaze ‘15, Original 
Oratory; Alexandor Boros ‘14 and Michael Abreu ‘15,  
Policy Debate. 



both Jim and Angela Kariotis ’96 qualified 
for the National Tournament in Oshkosh, 
Wisconsin, competing in Declamation and 
Dramatic Performance, respectively. 

For Angela, UC Forensics served as a 
stepping stone, earning her a scholarship 
to Seton Hall University to compete on 
their Forensics team. As a champion on 
the SHU team, she was then recruited to 
be a Forensics coach for The University 
of Texas at Austin, where they won the 
National Championship in 2001 and 2002. 
She is currently a solo artist working 
primarily in New York and New Jersey, and 
most recently has been performing a show 
entitled, #Antisocial: The Dark Side of 
Social Media, which was commissioned by 
Poetic People Power.

“Forensics taught me how to be a research-
oriented artist,” Angela mused, “to commit 
to a thesis statement, collect data, and 
render that work creatively. Art breaks big 
ideas down into digestible compounds; it 
engages. Forensics is scholarly and creative; 

I think that’s how I’ve developed 
my current arts practice.”

It was at Nationals in 1994 
that Jim Reagan ’96 first met 
a young teacher and Forensics 
coach from Cranford High 
School named Julius Gottilla. In 
those days, the NCFL was very 
small, which allowed for schools 
within the Diocese to travel 
together as one cohesive unit. 

“My connection to UC 
began unofficially with the 
Oshkosh tournament and the 
Reagans became more than 

just colleagues from another school,” Mr. 
Gottilla recalled. Since that first encounter, 
Mr. Gottilla stayed connected with the UC 
Forensics team, even going so far as to help 
coach Jim and his Duo Partner, Rich Wnek 
’96 in preparation for Nationals their junior 
and senior years. 

As Jim became an upperclassman, the 
Forensics team quadrupled its size. By 
the time he was a senior, Union Catholic 
finished the season with eight National 
qualifiers and was quickly being recognized 
as one of the top teams in the state. With 
new coach Mrs. Cathy McHugh heading 
the team, Jim and Rich finished in Fourth 
Place at the Seton Hall State Tournament. 
And in February 1996, Union Catholic 
hosted a tournament of its own. At the 
Awards Ceremony that evening, Jim and 
Rich triumphantly accepted the First Place 
Trophy. 

The team continued to flourish and expand, 
going from a team of one student to a 
family of dedicated Forensicators, competing 
in every available category. “Forensics was 
a part of that uniquely Union Catholic ideal 

of welcoming and readily accepting anyone 
who was new,” Mr. Gottilla said, marveling 
at how effortlessly he was included in the 
UC Community. 

Even after Jim graduated from Union 
Catholic in 1996, he stayed connected to 
the team. From his dorm room at Mary 
Washington University, he worked with Mrs. 
McHugh to organize the first Union Catholic 
Grammar School Forensics Tournament, 
which is now in its 20th year. Immediately 
after graduating from Mary Washington, 
Jim returned to work at UC and took over 
the team as the head coach. The team 
became increasingly more competitive, 
advancing in countless out rounds 
at National Invitational Tournaments 
and qualifying for the Grand National 
Tournament every year. 

Union Catholic’s first student to advance 
out of the preliminary rounds at a Grand 
National Tournament was Rick Flynn ’00, 
who competed in Oral Interpretation of 
Literature. He has since taken his Forensics 
skills with him to work as a film director 
and producer. Since 2000, UC Forensics 
has continued the tradition of excellence 
when competing on the National Level: 
Roberto Antonio Lleras ’04 was the first 
student to advance at an Invitational 
Tournament in Student Congress; Bryan 
Smith ’04 advanced to the Final Round of 
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“ If I had to tell you one thing that has 
gotten me this far, it’s the ability to go up 
in front of a room of people and TALK.”

� 1973-1974 Forensics Team (left to right) Valerie 
Pendrik ’75, President, Sylvia Pramataroff ’75,  
Barbara Kupfer ’74, Cathy Gillingham ’75,  
Mary Wall ’75, Linda Keogh ’75 

� Coach Dr. James Reagan ’96 presents a trophy to 
Megan Conheeney ’05 



Declamation and finished in 5th Place at the 
Grand National Tournament in Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania; Sean Gaynor ’07 and 
Elizabeth Casserly ’07 were the first students 
to advance in Public Forum Debate; and 
John Rotondo ’07 and Edward Sagendorf 
’07 advanced to the semi-final round of 
Duo Interpretation at the Grand National 
Tournament in Houston, Texas in 2007. 

Roberto reflected, “If I had to tell you 
one thing that has gotten me this far, it’s 
the ability to go up in front of a room of 
people and TALK. In science in particular, 
there is a general dearth of people able to 
communicate effectively.” He added, “As a 
former extemper for 4 years, I can’t put into 
words how valuable it is to be comfortable 
giving a short talk on the fly.”

Dr. Reagan continued to produce a winning 
team year after year as head coach, and 
brought on assistants Mr. Dave Luciano ’99 
(who later served as head coach) and Mr. 
Nick Kraus ’01. In 2006, a chance meeting 
between Dr. Reagan and Mr. Gottilla, 
brought Mr. Gottilla back to Union Catholic, 
this time as an official assistant coach. “You 
don’t enter Union Catholic with the feeling 
that you have something to prove.” he said, 
looking back on joining the team. “You are 
treated as a person and welcomed. They 
look forward to your contribution to the 
community and allow you to be your best.” 

Mr. Gottilla also noted that the Forensics 

competition was just one part 
of the fun of being on the team: 
“We have meals together, we 
go to ball games together, we 
laugh together.” The Forensics 
team continues to travel 
around the country to compete 
in National Tournaments in 
addition to competing in the NCFL 
tournaments, where they have 
earned the reputation as the best 
Catholic high school in one of 
the foremost leagues in the entire 
country. 

“Forensics has changed my life,” Dr. 
Reagan said, looking back at his tenure 
as a competitor, judge, and coach. In 
2007, he was named President of the 
NCFL. He recalled accepting the First 
Place Sweepstakes Trophy on behalf of 
the Archdiocese of Newark at the 2013 
Grand National Tournament in Chicago, 
Illinois. “It was a very sentimental 
moment for me. Knowing what the 
Newark League has come from and 
remembering all the heart and soul, 
sweat and tears that went into making 
this League one of the very best.” 

As for the countless students and 
colleagues that have reaped the rewards 
of UC Forensics’ program, Dr. Reagan felt 
that he would be doing a disservice “if 
[I] wasn’t making the team better than 

it was before; better for 
the next generation of 
UC Forensicators.” He is 
especially proud of the 
alumni that return to give 
back their time and talents. 
The current coaching staff 
includes: head coach Mr. 
Edward Sagendorf ’07, 
and assistant coaches, Ms. 
Kathleen Tobin, Mr. John 
Rotondo ’07, Mr. Sean 

Gaynor ’07, Mr. Dave Luciano ’99, Mr. John 
Cierpial ’10, and of course, Mr. Gottilla. This 
staff is a testament of Jim Reagan’s legacy: 
a strong community, an enduring family. 

“Forensics brought me to places I’ve never 
imagined. It has taught me, and everyone 
on the team, important life skills that go 
far beyond the competition round. I use 
the skills I’ve learned in Forensics to this 
day,” Dr. Reagan concluded. “It’s not about 
the trophies. Everyone likes to win but 
Forensics is about much more. It’s about 
the life-long skills you acquire and more 
importantly, the people you meet along the 
way.” 
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� 1968: Mary Wessel ’70 and Mary Louise Doherty ’70 
receive a trophy for their Debate Performance 

� Members of the 1973-1974 Forensics team, Mark Moceikis ’74, 
Pete Luckhurst ’74, Jeremiah Howard ’74 

� Smiling after an exhilarating round are Allie Slomko 
’06, Sophia Mavroudas ’05, Katie McGhee ’06 and 
Meaghan Geislinger ’06. 
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MESSAGE FROM THE SCHOOL  
CONSULTATIVE BOARD CHAIR 
It seems like only yesterday…we were preparing for the transition to the 

21st century. We were fraught with anxiety about the technology glitches 

of Y2K. We welcomed a second generation of Presidential leadership. We 

were inspired by the spiritual energy of Pope John Paul II. We were hurdling 

(unaware) toward a fateful September day a year later that would change 

our nation forever. 

In that same window of time, a fraternity of unrelated individuals were 

born…all in this new millennium…sharing the common destiny of becoming 

Union Catholic’s Class of 2019…the final chapter of this second decade. As 

they grew through their formative years, the Union Catholic Community 

was preparing for their arrival.

��Technology evolved so that they would be superbly prepared for the 

virtual world.

��The educational product was refined so that new and collaborative 

teaching methods would create the needed foundation for the many 

responsibilities they will face in the real world.

��The School’s core values were defined and articulated so that they would 

able to lead future generations in the spiritual world. 

Indeed, this is a time of transformation for our freshman class…from 

children to young men and women, from pupils to motivated learners 

and from participants to leaders. The School Consultative Board of Union 

Catholic has worked closely with Sister Percylee, the Senior Governance 

Team of the School, the faculty and the 

administration in helping to make the 

transition into the UC Community as 

seamless and as exciting as possible. 

We have shared our time, talents and 

treasures so that we might help guide, 

inspire, provoke and encourage the 

creativity and leadership opportunities 

available to you throughout your UC 

experience.

For our returning students…your journey continues as does your 

transformation. You will now begin or continue to change fundamental 

understandings into real knowledge, real knowledge into deep insight and 

your insights will make you able to grow, thrive and enjoy all that UC has 

to offer.

We welcome each and every one of you back to UC…you are the heart and 

soul of this institution.

Finally, as we begin another school year, I ask all of the graduates… from 

our formative years in the 60’s all the way to the most recent class of 

2015…to reach out and reach back to the community at 1600 Martine 

Avenue. You are always welcome, needed and remembered. We ask that you 

consider re-connecting, re-engaging and re-investing with UC. 

Joseph Schurtz ‘71 
Consultative Board Chair

��Members of Union Catholic’s School 
Consultative Board at Graduation 2015. 
Pictured left to right are Arthur P.  
Ryan III; Michael Smith; Father Michael 
Ward ’82; Ed Esposito; Donard Gaynor;  
Jane Albert; Nancy Foulks ’76; 
Sister Percylee Hart, RSM; Marion Badala 
Berger ’76; Megan Dyckman ’07; Tiffany 
Wilson ’90; Linda Schanz; Joe Schurtz ’71; 
and Thomas Angelo ’91.
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Union Catholic parents see them at Back to 
School Night and Academic Awards Night. 
Prospective students and families see them 
at Open House and the Accepted Family 
Reception. Students and families see them at 
the Graduation Mass and Graduation. Who 
are they? They are members of the Union 
Catholic High School Consultative Board 
(SCB).

“In a nutshell, as a sounding board and 
consulting board,” said Joseph Schurtz 
’71, SCB chair, “we provide the guard rails 
for Sister Percylee and the administration 
for the management of Union Catholic. 
We consult on the big picture side and 
operational side of running the school, not 
on curriculum.”

The SCB consists of members selected 
from the larger UC Community. These 
include alumni, parents of alumni, parents, 
community leaders and friends/supporters 
of the school. Members are appointed for 
a three-year term and may serve up to 
three consecutive terms. The Board seeks 
candidates who demonstrate a strong 
commitment to UC’s mission and provide 
diverse skills, abilities and experiences. 

The SCB draws on the talents, interests and 
expertise of the individuals on the board 
to provide the best possible information 
with which the principal and administration 
can base decisions. In addition to giving of 
their time and talent, board members also 
provide financial support. Current members 
bring a mix of financial, business, legal and 
educational experience to the table.

The first board, known as the Principal’s 
Advisory Board, was formed by Sister 
Percylee Hart, RSM, principal, in 2000. This 
board acted in an advisory capacity until 
2006 when, the Archdiocese of Newark, 

with significant input from UC, adopted a 
diocesesan plan for regional high schools 
that called for a “School Consultative 
Board.” The current by-laws were adopted 
in 2006.

Through the years, the board has consulted 
on a variety of projects and initiatives. 
These include:

��Installation of the Our Lady of Grace 
statue and walkway to commemorate  
UC’s 40th Anniversary; 

��Construction of the turf and track athletic 
complex, which necessitated UC’s first 
capital campaign (Building the Future 
Major Gifts Initiative); and 

��Delivery of the 21st Century technology 
and virtual learning opportunities that  
are UC’s trademark.

Mr. Schurtz concluded, “The common 
denominator all members share is a  
concern for and commitment to a bright 
future for Union Catholic.” 

 
2015-2016  
UNION CATHOLIC  
SCHOOL CONSULTATIVE BOARD
Joseph Schurtz ’71, Chair 
Executive Vice President, Perception Research 
Services

Marion Badala Berger ’76, Vice Chair 
Finance/Information Steward, Merck

Linda Schanz, Secretary 
Product Specialist, Agilent Technologies

Jane Albert 
Retired Educator 
Former Principal, Union Catholic Girls School  
and St. Dominic Academy

Thomas Angelo ’91 
Principal, Spire Group, PC (certified public 
accounting)

Megan Dyckman ’07 
Senior Financial Analyst, Quest Diagnostics

Edward Esposito 
Retired Teacher, Linden Board of Education

Patricia Gagliardi 
Attorney

Donard P. Gaynor 
International Business Consultant

Caroline Lawlor ’90 
Attorney, Union County Prosecutor’s Office

H. James Siburn ’81 
President, OrthoMedix, LLC

Allyson Smith ’97 
Vice President, Barclays PLC

Michael E. Smith, Sr. 
Vice President of Revenue Platforms & 
Operations, Hearst Digital Media

Robert Tomlinson 
Plan B Advisors LLC

Rev. Michael Ward ‘82 
Pastor, Immaculate Heart of Mary Church

Tiffany N. Wilson ’90 
Attorney, Union County Prosecutor’s Office

What is the Union Catholic  
School Consultative Board?
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During the 2014-2015 school year, Union 
Catholic’s School Consultative Board 
(SCB) and administration acted on the 
four strategic imperatives of UC’s Strategic 
Plan, which provides a road map for the 
future of our school community. The 
strategic imperatives are: 21st Century 
Learning Environment, Spiritual Leadership 
Density, “Tell the UC Story” and Build an 
Endowment.

“The long-range strategic plan provides the 
lens through which decisions are made by 
the administration,” explained SCB Chair 
Joseph Schurtz ’71. 

The UC Story calls administrators, faculty 
and staff to “create a caring learning 
environment in the Catholic tradition that 
enables our diverse student population to 
discover and develop their individual gifts 
and talents so they are prepared for life in 
the real, virtual and spiritual worlds.” Over 
the past year, steps were taken to implement 
these imperatives. 

21st Century Learning Environment 
UC took the unprecedented step of 
embracing the concept of one-to-one 
learning nearly 20 years ago. At that time, 
most high schools, public and private, were 
installing computer labs, while UC had the 
foresight to pair every student with a laptop 
computer for anywhere, anytime learning. 
The technology continues to evolve as 
today’s UC freshmen and sophomores are 
using tablets and UC faculty members 
regularly utilize iPads and other devices in 
their classroom instruction. 

The 2014-15 school year launched with the 
Canvas by Instructure learning management 
system (LMS) in place, unifying the faculty 
through the use of one LMS; and opening 
exciting doors to teaching, learning and 
communication with students, parents and 
guardians.

This strategic imperative was further 
advanced with the launch of the 6-16 
Virtual Catholic School pilot and UC’s 
partnership with The Academy of St. Joseph 
of the Palisades in West New York. For more 
information on this exciting initiative, see 
page 32. 

“UC Story” and Spiritual  
Leadership Density 
To strengthen its message of the value 
of the UC Experience, UC embedded 
illustrations of our core values in action in 
communications with stakeholders and the 
general public, shining a spotlight on the 
faith-based education that is the heart of 
Union Catholic.

The alumni response to that message has 
been inspiring. At summer get-togethers, 
alumni from the ‘60s, ‘70s and ‘80s spoke to 
the strong foundation and moral compass 
they acquired during their UC experience.

“So much of what I have done with and 
in my life, I can truly say comes from 
the foundation I received at UC,” said 
Patricia Olsen Barton ’69. “My parents 
gave me a wonderful start to all my core 
values and beliefs and then UC put all the 
finishing touches on. It did give me that 

solid foundation to go out into the world 
prepared for the next stages of my life. More 
education, marriage, children…somehow I 
felt I was able to do all of these things. I had 
the tools or knew I could figure it out. It’s 
been a great life and I feel very blessed.”

Build an Endowment 
“Seeds continue to be sown for the 
endowment that will ensure a broad 
financial base from which UC’s future will 
be secured,” said Mr. Schurtz. “UC’s vision 
of long-term financial stability is being 
brought to life from the ground up.”

That vision includes expanding the financial 
assistance that UC can provide to students 
and families who desire the UC experience, 
but need assistance to afford tuition. The 
Endowed Scholarship program continues 
to grow and now includes a Hall of Fame 
Endowed Scholarship Fund and the Sister 
Percylee Hart, RSM Endowed Scholarship 
Fund.

“Many of our students have parents and 
guardians who work multiple jobs so they 
can invest in the 21st Century Catholic 
high school education that UC provides,” 
explained Sister Percylee Hart, RSM, 
principal. “We want to do more in the way 
of providing financial assistance to support 
that investment and its long-term rewards. 
Creation of or donations to endowed 
scholarships are ways for alumni and 
current families to pay forward the rewards 
they or their children received from their UC 
experience.”

UC School Consultative Board Chair Shares 

Update on Strategic Plan

 ��Sister Percylee Hart, RSM and Nancy 
Balakier Tillman ’71 share stories of  
UC then and now at an alumni reception 
in San Francisco in June.
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Planned gift. Legacy gift. No matter what 
you call it, this giving opportunity lets you 
establish your own legacy at Union Catholic 
High School by building the endowment, 
funding scholarships, supporting capital 
improvements or providing general 
operating support by including UC in your 
estate plans. 

A planned gift requires thoughtful 
consideration and a thorough understanding 
of the benefits to you, as the donor, as well 
as to Union Catholic, the beneficiary. It is 
the type of gift you can act on today to 
make a difference tomorrow.

James Wood ’68 recently shared with 
Principal Sister Percylee Hart, RSM that he 
made a bequest to Union Catholic in his 
Will. Though Jim chuckled when he said 
he hoped UC would not receive his gift 
for awhile, he added more seriously, “It’s 
important that people take part in legacy 
gifting. These gifts will provide a self-
sustaining future for UC.”

As a member of the Board of the USA 
Swimming Foundation, Jim has done his 

share of fundraising and grant-writing. 
He recognizes that the sustainability of a 
program or a school requires long-term 
support, the kind that comes from a robust 
legacy giving program.

Jim was an active member of the Union 
Catholic Boys High School Class of ’68, a 
good student and athlete, who took a lead 
role in launching the famed rock concert 
series during his senior year. Jim reflected 
on the opportunity that then-Boys School 
Principal Brother Vincent Damian gave him 
and his buddies when he okayed bringing 
“The Who” to the UC gymnasium on 
November 29, 1967.

“The leaders of the school gave three kids 
an opportunity to fall flat on our faces,” Jim 
said. “They gave us the confidence to take 
risks. When you’re given the freedom to fail, 
it helps you succeed. At the time, I didn’t 
realize just how important that lesson was.”

That lesson has stayed with Jim his entire 
life. In fact, it is the driving force behind 
the biggest project he has ever undertaken 
as Head Coach of the award-winning 

Berkeley Aquatic Club. It is a renovation and 
construction project at 629 Central Avenue 
in New Providence, NJ that encompasses 
61,000 square feet and will yield “the best 
training facility on the East Coast” when it 
is completed this fall.

It took Jim 11 years and 51 site reviews to 
find the right place to realize his dream, but 
when he found the right spot, he was ready 
to take the risk. “UC taught me to think 
big!” he said.

“I realized I couldn’t preach to our athletes 
about failure and trying again if I didn’t 
practice it myself,” Jim explained. “Failure 
in a swimming program is expected. How 
else will you learn how fast you can go?”

The Legacy Society 
The Legacy Society of Union Catholic 
includes alumni students, alumni parents 
and friends who have communicated their 
intention to strengthen UC with a bequest 
in their Will or through another planned 
gift. They are committed to advancing 
the mission of Union Catholic for future 
generations of students: to prepare a diverse 
student body to fulfill their college and 
career goals by cultivating the students’ 
achievement of academic standards 
of excellence within a value-centered 
environment, strong in its commitment 

Legacy Giving  
Act today to make a difference tomorrow. 

��Pictured at the construction site of the Berkeley Aquatic Club’s new  
61,000 square foot-training facility, Jim Wood ’68 learned to “think big”  
at Union Catholic.

“ The future of UC depends upon an 
abundant endowment.”
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to our core values (respect, responsibility, 
honesty, compassion, and community), and 
to the establishment of a community of 
faith and love in the Catholic tradition.

Legacy Society members have taken action 
today through their estate planning to make 
a difference at UC tomorrow.

“We recognize that there are many alumni 
and alumni parents who want to secure 
Union Catholic’s future,” said Susan 
Dyckman, director of development. “A 
planned gift gives you the opportunity 
to do just that. I applaud those members 
of our community, who, like Jim, have 
made a bequest to UC in conjunction with 
their other methods of giving. I encourage 
everyone to give this opportunity careful 
consideration. The future of UC depends 
upon an abundant endowment.” 

There are benefits to donors who make 
a planned gift. For example, a bequest 
through your Will has no effect on your 
current living situation. A planned gift may 
reduce estate taxes. A planned gift may be 

designated for endowment, capital projects, 
a special program or for the general benefit 
of Union Catholic. By making your planned 
gift known to UC, you receive automatic 
recognition as a distinguished member of 
The Legacy Society.

There are a variety of ways to give to UC 
through a Will, trust, retirement plan, life 
insurance, real estate and charitable gift 
annuity. A well-written Will ensures that 
your wishes will be carried out and allows 
you to provide for your loved ones and your 
favorite charities.

“In making gifts to charitable organizations 
or in formulating an estate plan to provide 
for family members and charities upon 
death, it is highly recommended that 
a tax or legal advisor be consulted,” 
explained Cathleen Butler D’Orsi, Esq. ’89. 
“A professional, such as an attorney or 
accountant, can help guide an individual 
in making gifts during life or upon death 
in the most tax-efficient manner to achieve 
optimal income tax and estate tax savings.”

THE LEGACY SOCIETY 
Membership in The Legacy Society is secured by 
notifying Union Catholic of your intention to 
include UC in your estate plan. Legacy Society 
members enjoy certain privileges. These include:

� Annual Legacy Society Luncheon

� Subscription to UC Legacy Newsletter 

� Complimentary invitations to special events 

� Two passes to UC home athletic events

� Two tickets to UC Performing Arts Company 

productions 

“ It’s important  
that people take 
part in legacy 
gifting. These  
gifts will provide 
a self-sustaining 
future for UC.”
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The call came on a Monday morning, from 
Archbishop Carlo Maria Viganò, Apostolic 
Nuncio to the United States. Father James 
Massa ’78 thought the Archbishop was 
calling to discuss some preparations 
for Pope Francis’s visit to the National 
September 11 Memorial in New York City in 
September until he heard the words, “I have 
good news for you. The Holy Father has 
appointed you.”

Father Massa’s first reaction was shock; but, 
shock was quickly followed by peacefulness. 
“That’s a good sign that this is God’s 
will,” said the new Auxiliary Bishop of the 
Diocese of Brooklyn.

Presiding at the July 22 ordination liturgy 
at St. Joseph’s Co-Cathedral in Prospect 
Heights were Cardinal Timothy Dolan, 
archbishop of New York, and retired 
Cardinal Theodore McCarrick, archbishop 
emeritus of Washington, D.C. Also in 
attendance were Bishop Massa’s good 
friends, Carmelyn Marinaro, and Christopher 
and Maria DeRosa Andrus, all members of 
Union Catholic’s Class of ’78.

“We felt so proud of him,” said Chris 
Andrus. 

It came as no surprise to his friends when 
“Jamie” first announced that he was going 
to become a priest. “In high school, he was 
always a good listener. He would try to help 
you with your problems,” added Chris. “He 
looked at your situation with perspective. 
He was someone you could go to. I’m sure 
that’s a big quality in his priesthood.”

“Jamie emulates his parents quite a bit,” 
said Carm. “They were amazing people, 
who were regular folks that lived for their 
children. The kids from UC were always 
welcomed at the Massa house.”

His friends laughed as they recalled “Jamie” 
being the only student in the school to take 
Latin and walk the halls with his index 
cards as he memorized tenses. Bishop Massa 
smiled as he reminisced, “I did take Latin as 
an independent study. It was a reflection of 
my love of the liturgy pre and post  
Vatican II.”

In thinking back on their time together at 
UC, Chris remembers “Jamie” marching to 
the beat of his own drummer in high school 

and knowing early on where he wanted his 
life to go, “Even so, we always knew we 
could bring him back down to earth and 
have some fun,” he said. 

Jamie sang in chorus, served as editor of 
The Prophet and enjoyed intramural sports. 
Chris directed Jamie in Barefoot in the Park 
as his senior project in 1978 and Jamie, in 
the role of Bill Sikes, shared the stage with 
Carm in Oliver in the spring of their senior 
year. 

“I think on stage at UC is where he learned 
to be such a great homilist,” said Carm. 
Any member of the UC Community who 
was fortunate enough to attend the 40th 
and 50th Anniversary liturgies can attest to 
Father Massa’s gift.

An Appointment by Pope Francis  
Deepens Alumnus James Massa’s  
Call to Priestly Service

“ I think on stage at UC is where he learned 
to be such a great homilist.”
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James Massa, Union Catholic Boys High 
School Class of 1978

After Union Catholic, “Jamie” attended 
Boston College, graduating with a bachelor’s 
in Theology and History in 1982. He earned 
a Master of Divinity degree in 1985 from 
Yale University, and a Ph.D. in Systematic 
Theology in 1997 from Fordham University.

He was ordained a priest in 1986 and was 
assigned to Our Lady Queen of Martyrs in 
Queens (1986-1990). He went on to serve 
as Campus Minister at Queens College 
(1990-1993), holding positions at several 
seminaries and universities as an Associate 
Professor of Theology. In 2005, he was 
appointed Executive Director of the United 
States Conference of Catholic Bishops’ 
(USCCB) Secretariat for Ecumenical and 
Interreligious Dialogue. In 2008, he was 
appointed by Pope Benedict IV a Consultor 
to the Pontifical Council for Interreligious 
Dialogue and a Member of the Joint 
Working Group between the Holy See and 
the World Council of Churches.

Father Massa returned to Brooklyn in 2011 
to coordinate the merger of the Theologates 
for the Archdiocese of New York, the 
Diocese of Rockville Centre and the Diocese 
of Brooklyn. The following year he was 
appointed Associate Professor of Dogmatic 
Theology and Director of Assessment and 
Accreditation at Saint Joseph’s Seminary in 
Dunwoodie. Since 2014, he has served as 
the Moderator of the Curia in the Diocese 
of Brooklyn, a role he will continue to play 
as auxiliary bishop. As Moderator of the 
Curia, he is the “vicar for administration,” 
overseeing the government of the local 
diocese.

Bishop Massa’s new responsibilities include 
conferring the Sacrament of Confirmation, 
installing new pastors, and participating 
in the work of the USCCB. Given his 

background in the Ecumenical Office, he 
hopes to be able to minister once again in 
relations with other Christian denominations 
and other religions. The new bishop would 
also enjoy the opportunity to get back 
into education, teaching future priests, 
permanent deacons and lay men and 
women.

Carm and Chris recall that their friend 
simply wanted to be a parish priest when he 
answered his vocation. “There was no way 
they were going to let him stay in a parish,” 
said Carm. “He does what he’s called to do 
with gusto.”

“The Church had higher ambitions for him 
than he had for himself,” added Chris.

“My time at Union Catholic was very 
formative,” said Bishop Massa, who spoke 
to the “love of learning and deep respect 
for persons of all backgrounds” that were 
modeled by the Marist Brothers, Dominican 
Sisters and archdiocesan priests who staffed 
and administered Union Catholic Boys and 
Girls High Schools in the mid-1970s.

“I believe that both those values came from 
their Catholic faith and vocation. They 
were joyful,” he recalled. “I saw their joy in 
serving others in the name of Christ.” His 
witness to that joy helped him discern his 

vocation to the priesthood even as a high 
school student.

Brother Michael Laratonda (faculty 1970-
1983) taught English in Union Catholic 
Boys School. “He was rigorous in helping 
us understand the classic American 
literature that we were reading,” said 
Bishop Massa. “At the same time, he gave 
us encouragement and the opportunity 
to bridge what we read with our real life 
adolescent experiences.” Brother Laratonda 
figured prominently in Bishop Massa’s 
formation.

“ At an excellent school like Union Catholic, 
faculty and administration understand that 
it’s not only formation academically; it’s 
what takes place outside the classroom 
that is equally important.”
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“Intellectual formation happens not only 
in the classroom,” explained Bishop Massa. 
“At an excellent school like Union Catholic, 
faculty and administration understand that 
it’s not only formation academically; it’s 
what takes place outside the classroom that 
is equally important.”

“I came to respect the leadership of the 
school, especially Father Michael Kelly and 
Sister Doris Ann Bowles, O.P.,” he added. 

“They provided really excellent leadership 
at a critical time in the history of Union 
Catholic.”

Monsignor Michael E. Kelly (Principal, 
Union Catholic Boys School 1976-1977), 
now President of Seton Hall Preparatory 
School, remembers Bishop Massa as a bright 
student. “I’m so proud of him and wish him 
all the best,” said Monsignor Kelly. “I’m glad 
that UC had some influence on his vocation 

and am thrilled that he’s followed God’s call 
and has this new opportunity.”

In his homily at UC’s 50th Anniversary 
Mass, Fr. Massa said that being at Union 
Catholic was like coming home and credited 
Principal Sister Percylee Hart, RSM for 
the strong, visionary leadership she has 
demonstrated across the decades.

He concluded his homily with this blessing: 
“Well done, Union Catholic. You have made 
this place a beautiful home for 50 years. The 
heart of Christ beats within you, and just as 
every heart draws to itself the body’s life-
blood for nourishment and purification, so 
may your heart always draw to itself young 
women and men from our community 
who are eager to learn and be formed for 
service to their families and fellow human 
beings. May you, Union Catholic, continue 
to be an instrument of unity—of bringing 
people together for the noble pursuits of 
educating the young—and may Jesus the 
Good Shepherd, who gives joy to our youth, 
guide you now and for many, many years 
to come.”

Father James Massa ’78 celebrates the 50th Anniversary Mass with the UC Community on April 28, 2013.

THE ARMS OF THE MOST 
REVEREND JAMES MASSA
TITULAR BISHOP OF 
BARDSTOWN
AUXILIARY BISHOP OF 
BROOKLYN
(The following is an excerpt from “A Bishop’s 
Coat of Arms Tells His Personal Story” by the 
Very Reverend Michael M. Walters, JCL, director, 
Pontifical Mission Societies, Archdiocese of 
Newark.)

“The Church adopted the heraldry that was used 

for identification in battle during the Middle 

Ages as a means of approving and authenticating 

documents as well as indicating ownership of 

church buildings. In present day, the bishop’s 

Arms are used in official correspondence and the 

sealing of important documents. 

Bishop James Massa has adopted his coat 

of arms to illustrate both his history and 

his connection to the Brooklyn Diocese. (For 

example,) the blue and white colors of the shield 

are the traditional colors of the Blessed Virgin 

Mary as well as the colors of Union Catholic High 

School in Scotch Plains, where Bishop Massa 

began discerning his vocation to the priesthood.”

For more information about the significance of 

the elements that compose the Bishop’s Arms, 

please read Father Walters’ article in The Tablet: 

http://thetablet.org/a-bishops-coat-of-arms-

tells-his-personal-story/.
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Coming from such a distinguished alumnus, 
this message affirms Union Catholic’s 
mission and elicits deep gratitude for the 
strong roots that Bishop Massa put down 
here during his high school career. 

“The Jamie Massa I knew as a student 
30 years ago was a bright, kind and 
compassionate young man – a tribute to his 
parents who were committed to UC,” said 
Michael Marotti (Administrator and Faculty 
Member, Union Catholic High School, 1970-
2003). “The adult I met 20 and 30 years 
later was an adult version of the student I 
knew. The Brooklyn Diocese is blessed to 
have him as their Bishop.”

The UC Community congratulates Bishop 
James Massa on his expanded ministry to 
the people of the Diocese of Brooklyn and 
looks forward to welcoming him home to 
UC once again very soon.

Known as Jamie by his friends and classmates,  
Fr. Massa was known to carry his Latin flash 
cards through the halls of UC.

DISCERNING GOD’S CALL  
AT UNION CATHOLIC
“From my earliest days in Catholic school at St. 

Bartholomew the Apostle, I wanted to become a 

priest. After years of instruction from the Sisters 

at St. Bart’s, it was a change of gears for me to 

attend Union Catholic under the direction of 

the Marist Brothers. I truly respected the people 

they were and felt at home here. As role models, 

they were good men who inspired me. Along 

my life journey, which includes marriage and 

fatherhood, I elected to become an ordained 

deacon, knowing that this vocation would allow 

me to broaden my perspective doing what I do 

best, which is working with people. “

DEACON ROBERT GURSKE ’67

“I met my religious community, the Sisters of 

Christian Charity, when our vocation director 

came to speak for the annual Vocation Day at 

Union Catholic. At the time I was only beginning 

to discern my vocation. I was surprised when 

I saw Sister in our classroom, as I was not 

expecting a talk on Religious Life. Intrigued 

by Sister’s joy and love for her own vocation, 

I found the courage to speak to faculty in the 

religion department. Mr. Wright, Mr. Tanyag, Sr. 

Irma, and Sr. Catherine were a few of the first 

gracious people to help me notice the seeds of 

my vocation that God planted in my heart. This 

desire continued to grow during my senior year. 

I had to make a choice: would I go to the college 

I longed to go to after graduation and continue 

life as normal or would I enter the convent and 

continue my studies while preparing to become 

a Sister? In my heart I knew what God was 

calling me to do.”

SR. MARY PETER (LIZ) TARTAGLIA ’09

“I’ve felt a call to the priesthood since I was 

very young, although I changed my mind many 

different times while growing up. Eventually, 

I wasn’t able to escape from the idea to enter 

seminary and study for the priesthood. I’m 

grateful for my experiences at Union Catholic. 

My friends and teachers at UC were always 

very supportive of me and still are today, long 

after graduation. Please remember me in your 

prayers.”

ALEX BRICKI ’10

“When reflecting on my vocation, the first 

thing that comes to mind is the foundation 

and example of faith that my parents gave 

me growing up. Part of that foundation was 

providing me the opportunity to be a part of 

the Union Catholic Community. This gave me 

the chance to learn academically and to be 

encouraged by the examples of faith provided 

by the religious Sisters and Brothers, priests, and 

many other teachers and people of faith.”

REV. MICHAEL WARD ’82
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Background 
Our goal, driven by Union Catholic’s 
mission to provide a quality education in 
a faith-based environment, is to offer an 
online, grade 6-16 education with a faith-
based focus in the Catholic tradition. 

“Union Catholic is uniquely positioned 
to experiment, explore and pilot new 
initiatives,” explained Noreen Korner 
Andrews, assistant principal and director 
of the 6-16 Virtual Catholic School. “We 
have the opportunity to be way ahead of 
the curve in virtual Catholic education and 
we’ve embraced the opportunity.”

UC provides innovative, interactive, 
21st Century learning. The integration 
of technology is facilitating learning, 
classrooms have been “flipped” through 
a blending of online and face-to-face 
instruction, and students are producers of 
content rather than mere consumers. UC 
recognizes the need for Catholic elementary 
and high schools to work together. With 
the full support of Dr. Margaret Dames, 
Newark’s Archdiocesan Superintendent for 
Catholic Schools, UC developed plans for 
an innovative virtual learning program 
that allows us to partner with Catholic 
elementary schools through UC’s new 
learning management system (LMS), Canvas 
by Instructure.

In September 2014, Principal Sister Percylee 
Hart, RSM, proudly announced the pilot 
launch of the Union Catholic High School 
Virtual Learning Partnership in conjunction 
with St. Joseph of the Palisades Elementary 
School in West New York, New Jersey. Eight 
students at St. Joseph’s took virtual courses 
designed by Union Catholic teachers, Ms. 
Kathleen Webber and Mrs. Marla James, 
who created middle-school courses in 
Research & Writing and in Sociology. While 
delivering academic content, the courses 
were infused with faith-based activities 
and reflections. St. Joseph’s on-site 
humanities teacher, Mr. Charlie O’Hanlon, 
provided support for the students as he 
also collaborated with the Union Catholic 
teachers. UC teachers interacted with the 
students via the LMS Canvas through virtual 
course assignments, virtual assessments and 
virtual discussion boards. Students worked 
asynchronously; they did not to need to be 
signed into the course at the same time as 
the course teacher, in a structured setting at 
their own school campus under the direction 
of Mr. O’Hanlon. 

Off and Running 
The Research & Writing course began with 
Ms. Webber’s training the students in the 
use of UC’s learning management system, 
Canvas. Ms. Webber was impressed to see 
how quickly the students mastered the 
technology and how they thrived in an 
online environment. Students especially 
enjoyed the online discussions in which 
every student actively participated.

Their onsite teacher, Mr. O’Hanlon, provided 
face-to-face instruction as did Ms. Webber, 
who visited St. Joseph’s once a month. 
Students learned how to do research using 
Union Catholic’s online library, how to write 
a thesis statement and well-organized essay, 
and how to use MLA documentation. The 
course ended with the creation of a short 
research paper on the Civil War. The course 
was an interdisciplinary one and included 
frequent faith-based activities. For example, 
after students reflected upon Galatians 
3:28, they clicked on a link to watch a short 
video about Langston Hughes’ life, before 
reading his poem “I, Too, Sing America.” 
Finally, they were asked to submit a written 
reflection on how the poem relates to the 
Biblical passage. At the end of the semester, 
the class average was 90%.

The St. Joseph’s students next took a 
Sociology course with Mrs. James. The 
course introduced students to sociology 

6-16 Virtual Catholic School  
VISION BECOMES REALITY

Union Catholic High School’s vision for a 6-16 Virtual Catholic School became  
reality during the 2014-2015 school year. So innovative is this vision, and so  
successful was its launch, that UC was invited to present at the National Catholic 
Education Association Blended Learning Symposium at Santa Clara University,  
California in June. “A Blended Learning Partnership” addressed the question,  
“HOW DO CATHOLIC SCHOOLS CONTINUE TO THRIVE TODAY, TOMORROW  
AND BEYOND?”



and how it applies to their everyday 
lives. They explored patterns of behavior 
in 21st Century society and how those 
are influenced by religion, education, 
government, economy, environment and 
family. Weekly devotionals challenged 
the students to consider the influence of 
Catholicism on their own values, beliefs 
and behaviors. The blended learning model 
provided opportunities for online as well as 
face-to-face instruction. The class average 
was 92% at the conclusion of the course.

Powerful Results 
Union Catholic’s 6-16 Virtual Catholic 
School Initiative has been a great success. 
Data, gathered throughout the year, 
confirms this.

“One of the biggest differences I’ve seen 
in our students this year is they’ve become 
self-starters,” said Mr. O’Hanlon. “They 
answer questions more deeply. They think 
more deeply. Their responses are more 
thought out. They’ve had to take ownership 
of their academics this year and that’s 
carried over into everything.” 

Additional Catholic elementary schools, 
including schools outside of New Jersey, 
have expressed interest and are being 
invited to join the program for Year 2. This 
expansion is the result of the strong interest 
Catholic elementary school students have 
demonstrated in engaging in this type of 
learning and their school’s desire to offer 
virtual courses that are infused with the 
Catholic faith and identity. 

St. Joseph’s Principal Eileen Donovan-
Ferrando credits this pilot with 
“transforming the atmosphere” of their 
school with amazing results. The elementary 
school was recently renamed The Academy 
of St. Joseph of the Palisades. Its partnership 
with UC is being used in the school’s 
marketing and recruitment. In addition 
to learning about and analyzing human 
behavior from a Catholic perspective, St. 
Joseph students are 

developing skills in time management, self-
directed learning, web navigation, source 
evaluation, and MLA documentation while 
utilizing and honing their communication 
skills. In a recent online discussion, in 
which every student actively engaged, the 
students explored the topic of social media, 
its benefits and dangers. After following 
Pope Francis and Sister Percylee on Twitter 
for a week, the students spoke of how social 
media can be used for good and witnessed 
to its contributing to their personal spiritual 
development.

What’s Next 
Proponents and providers of Catholic 
education in the 21st Century recognize 
this visionary alignment of personnel, 
assets and technology as an exciting 
opportunity to provide eighth-grade 
students with a cutting-edge, faith-infused 
learning opportunity, and to bolster 
elementary schools with a unique marketing 
opportunity that strengthens recruiting 
efforts.

Going into Year 2 of the program, Union 
Catholic secured grant funding to support 
the pilot’s growth and expansion, which 
includes partnering with the St. Augustine 
Elementary School of Union City, New 
Jersey. New courses will be added for 
the upcoming year, including entry-level 
Cisco Academy courses, “The Internet 
of Everything” and “Introduction to 
Programming.” An exciting addition to UC’s 
religion curriculum will be Word on 

Fire, which embraces contemporary media 
and communication technologies to bring 
the Catholic faith to life through the study 
of art, architecture, poetry, philosophy, 
theology and the lives of the saints.

“As this pilot program evolved over the past 
year, UC’s vision expanded,” explained Mrs. 
Andrews. “Not only is blended learning 
elevating the educational experience of 
our in-house students, but our Virtual 6-16 
Catholic School is empowering inner city 
schools. This is an exciting time to be an 
administrator and faculty member at UC 
as we continue to break new ground in 
Catholic education.”

(Content for this article was contributed by  
Barbara Dellanno, academic and faith-formation 
dean; Susan Dyckman, director of development;  
and Kristine Mintel Esposito ’04, alumni relations 
and communications coordinator.)
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� Mrs. Marla James and 
students from The Academy 
of St. Joseph of the 
Palisades

� Mrs. Noreen Korner Andrews presents at Santa Clara 
University Blended Learning Symposium.
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It began with Principal Sister 
Percylee Hart, RSM, setting her 
early morning alarm to WCBS 
Newsradio 880 and business 
reporter Joe Connolly’s business 
gems. It launched a mind shift by which 
Sister redefined her role at UC to be that 
of CEO as well as principal. It grew to 
Sister’s speaking at the 2014 Mahwah, New 
Jersey WCBS Small Business Breakfast at 
the invitation of Joe Connolly. It gave rise 
to the first-ever Union Catholic Business 
Luncheon (UCBNL) on April 23, 2015, 
an event which drew more than 100 
businesspeople to network and learn about: 
“Discussing Trends. Discovering New Ideas. 
Establishing Relationships.”

During an energized 45 minutes of 
networking and business card exchanges, 
UC welcomed Joe Connolly to Shackamaxon 

Country Club to moderate a panel discussion 
that Joe acknowledged as “one of the best 
he’s ever seen.” Panelists included: Terri 
Marino Hunsinger ’92, Partner, WebUndies.
com; Joe Schurtz ’71, Executive Vice 
President, Perception Research Services; and 
Bob Wischusen, President, E & R, Inc.

Event sponsors included Bus Stop Repair 
Shop, Centurion Printing, Flynn O’Hara 
Uniforms, MetLife, Shackamaxon Country 
Club, The Showcase Magazines, Summit 
Information Systems, Union Catholic High 
School and the United States Postal Service. 

Twenty UC business students attended 
UCBNL, as well as several student 
ambassadors who worked the registration 
table, to give students a first-hand look at a 
business networking event. 

The synergistic effect between businesses 
and not-for-profit organizations that Sister 
envisioned with UCBNL began to take 
effect almost immediately. When Class 
of ’15 graduate Oscar Cortizo asked the 
panel about creating a business plan, two 
local businessmen quickly offered to come 
into UC to present to business students 
on that very topic. Representatives from 
the Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce 
approached UC about our students taking 
part in the University of Rochester’s Young 
Entrepreneurs Academy (YEA). 

Enthusiastic feedback from attendees, 
UC’s business focus group, as well as 
administrators, faculty and staff, affirmed 
that Union Catholic is on the right track in 
providing opportunities for business entities 
and not-for-profit organizations to network 
and help each other. Stay tuned as this 
initiative progresses.

�  Panelists Bob Wischusen,Terri Marino Hunsinger ’92, and  
Joe Schurtz ’71 discussed successes and challenges in the  
corporate world.

�  Business reporter Joe Connolly of WCBS Newsradio 880 was the 
moderator for UC’s inaugural Business Networking Luncheon.

�  Attendees, many of whom were small 
business owners, were able to ask the 
panelists questions and receive useful 
feedback. 

�  UC students, including ambassadors and 
members of the Business and Economics class, 
benefited from the event. Pictured are Hunter 
Goodling ’15, Justin Lopes ’15, Rachael Hoffman 
’15, Georgiana Volturo ’15, and Kenneth Freid ’15.

Discussing Trends.  
Discovering New Ideas.  
Establishing Relationships.
UC BUSINESS NETWORKING LUNCHEON



The 2015 Hall of Fame Induction Dinner was 
a beautiful evening filled with laughter, pride, 
and many trips down memory lane.  
Awardees were: Kenneth J. Clifford ’74,  
Alumni; Albert Ashmont ’84, 1973-74 Boys 
Soccer Team and 1988-1989 Softball Team,  
Athletics; Jane Albert, Community Leader;  
Myrna McManus and Louis Merola ’66,  
Educators; and Barbara and Bill Butler, 
Parents.  

The achievements of this distinguished 
group are woven into the fabric of the Union 
Catholic Community and we congratulate all 
inductees on this deserved recognition. UC 
extends a special thank you to Anne and 
Bob Wischusen, 2013 Hall of Fame Parent 
Inductees, who helped to launch the Hall of 
Fame Endowed Scholarship Fund as honorary 
co-chairs of the 2015 event. 

� Inductees received a beautiful plaque to 
commemorate the honor and pride of being a  
part of Union Catholic’s Hall of Fame.

UC HALL OF FAME
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Union Catholic has been an 
accredited Middle States 
Association of Colleges and 
Schools (MSA) member school 
since 1969, and as an accredited school, 
UC will be evaluated for accreditation 
renewal from October 19-22. Accreditation 
is not only a status; it is also an ongoing 
process that ensures continued growth 
and excellence. According to the MSA, 
accreditation is the result of an “external, 
objective validation of school quality and 
achievement—the Gold Standard.” Each 
MSA accredited school is studied by a 
Middle States team every seven years.

During the 2014-2015 school year, Union 
Catholic engaged in a comprehensive self-
study, using the MSA protocol “Excellence 
by Design.” When the Middle States team 
members visit, their purpose will be to 
affirm that what UC is doing and planning 
on doing in the next seven years will move 

the school forward in realizing its vision. 

Sister Percylee Hart, RSM appointed 
two MSA Internal Coordinators in 2013, 
Assistant Principal Noreen Korner Andrews 
and Academic & Faith-Formation Dean 
Barbara Dellanno, whose purpose was to 
facilitate the self-study. A Planning Team 
was established, whose members represent a 
cross-section of UC stakeholders and include 
faculty member Catarina Abrantes, Director 
of School Counseling Jennifer Dixon, 
faculty member Timothy Breza, faculty 
member Edward Sagendorf ‘07, Associate 
Principal Karen Piasecki ‘88, faculty member 
Kathy Webber, Student Support Services 
Director Meg Nuwer ‘98, faculty member 
Ed Thornton ‘04, and Director of Parent 
Relations and UC parent Allison Lestarchick. 
This team developed a Mission Statement, 
reflecting UC’s vision for the school and 
its students; a Belief Statement, identifying 
UC’s core values and the beliefs that guide 

the school’s mission; and The Profile of a 
Graduate, specifying what UC students have 
to know, be able to do, and demonstrate 
for the school to achieve its mission. These 
three foundation documents are available on 
the UC website under “About UC.” 

The Planning Team has also been collecting 
information and data through surveys 
so that it can create its report on the 
Context of the School and its Profiles of 
Student Performance and Organizational 
Capacity. This data and information was 
used to create three measurable goals that 
address areas of growth for the school. The 
foundation documents and goals grew out 
of input from UC’s stakeholders, which 
was then processed and developed by 
the planning team. The three goals were 
reviewed and approved by Middle States 
before the Middle States team visit  
in October.

MIDDLE STATES TEAM  
Visit Scheduled for October



�  Jane Albert, Hall of Fame inductee, receives her 
corsage for the evening.

� Lou Merola ’66 and Myrna McManus, Hall of Fame 
inductees, unveil the “Educator Award” plaque in UC’s 
Tradition Meets Tomorrow Hallway.

�  Dave Thornton ’75, Master of Ceremonies, presented 
each of the inductees with their awards.

�  Members of the 1988-89 Girls Softball team admire 
their plaque in the Tradition Meets Tomorrow 
Hallway.

� The Hall of Fame Class of 2015. Front row (left to right): Sister Percylee Hart, RSM; Ken Clifford ’74,  
Myrna McManus, Louis Merola ’66, Jane Albert, Al Ashmont ’84, Bill Butler and Barbara Butler.  
Standing (left to right): Shelly Jacques, Liz Cunningham O’Neill ’89, Dan Galati ’74, Cherie Pizzano ’89,  
Tom Voynick ’76, Frank Skocypec ’74, Tracey Farrell Garrett ’90, Paul Clausen ’74, Linda Buniewski Darling ’90, 
Bob Magno ’74, Cherilyn Arcaro Catanzaro ’90, Rich Fedison ’74, Maureen McLeer Morin ’90,  
Shanon Murphy Deyerle ’90, Tia Manhardt DiTullio ’91, Ana Gil Friedrichs ’91, Kathy Grausam and  
Darlene Cunningham-Jones ’89. 

� Al Ashmont ’84, Hall of Fame inductee, enjoys a laugh 
at the inductees’ cocktail reception.

� Barbara and Bill Butler were inducted into the Hall of 
Fame Parents category. Here they are pictured with 
their family: (left to right) Chris D’Orsi, Cathy Butler 
D’Orsi ’89, Bill Butler, Barbara Butler, Maura Butler, 
and Greg Butler ’91. Grandchildren (left to right): 
Drew D’Orsi, Ryan D’Orsi, Jane Butler, Kevin Butler, 
Jill Butler.

� Alumni inductee Ken Clifford ’74 poses with fellow 
classmate and inductee Paul Clausen ’74, a member 
of the 1973 Soccer Team.

� Bob and Anne Wischusen, alumni parents and 2015 
Hall of Fame Honorary Chairs, are pictured with 
fellow Hall of Fame (Parents category) members Adele 
Gatens, and Barbara and Bill Butler.

� Pictured left to right are Randi Chmielewski ’00,  
Jaime Bennett ’00, Myrna McManus, Sabina  
Sabados ’00, and Dr. Thomas Zielinski ’00.

�  Ed Sagendorf ’07, John Rotondo ’07, and Ed Thornton 
’04 enjoy supporting fellow UC alumni.

� A few members of the 1973-74 Boys Soccer team 
and Hall of Fame inductees catch up between 
presentations. Pictured left to right are Frank 
Skocypec ’74, Paul Lanza ’72, and Daniel Galati ’74.
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Message from the  
Director of Parent Relations 
Welcome to the new school year! As Director 

of Parent Relations, I would like to take this 

opportunity to invite all parents, guardians, 

and grandparents to take an active role in the 

Union Catholic Community. It is my hope that 

you will feel as much a part of the community 

as your UC student does. Over the course of this school year, there will be 

many opportunities for you to come out and connect with other families. 

Union Catholic has many active parent/guardian groups that you are 

encouraged to join, whose roles are to help enhance the lives of our 

students. Some of these groups include, but are not limited to: the UC 

Parent Council, Athletic Parent Club, the newly-formed Performing Arts 

Company (PAC) Parent Council, and Student Movement Against Cancer 

(SMAC) Parents. A new initiative in its second year running is the UC 

Generations Breakfast. All parents, guardians, and grandparents are invited 

to join their UC student(s) for breakfast and mass with the entire student 

body. 

Our Parent Council hosts two information nights; “Get Connected” in the 

fall and “Stay Connected” in January. These evenings give those parents/

guardians in attendance hands-on training with Canvas and Naviance by 

representatives from the School Counseling office, as well as updates about 

upcoming events, facility updates, and other important information that 

you need to know. You do not want to miss these two events! 

I encourage you to embrace Union Catholic’s Core Value of Community, 

and take an active role in “Parent Life” at UC. Please contact me for further 

information about any UC events or with any other questions you may have 

at (908) 889-1600 ext. 353 or alestarchick@unioncatholic.org.

Allison Lestarchick 
Director of Parent Relations

COMMUNITY CORNER

UPCOMING EVENTS
10/1 7:00PM .......Get Connected Night

10/9 5:30PM .......Pasta Dinner*

10/24 8:00AM ....Viking Spooktacular 5K*

11/6 7:00PM .......Pub Night*

11/23 7:30AM ....UC Generations Breakfast

12/10 7:00PM ....Tree of Lights*

1/16 6:30PM .......750 Club Tailgate*

1/13 7:00PM .......Stay Connected Night

3/4 5:30PM .........Fish Fry*

4/12 5:00PM .......  SMAC Quarters for Cancer &  
Mr. UC Pageant*

4/15 5:30PM .......Tricky Tray*

    (alumni are encouraged 
to attend events 

denoted by an *)
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VIKING SPOOKTACULAR 5K  

October 25, 2014
1 -  Sydney McLaughlin ’17 and Janelle Gibbs ’15, both on the UC 

Track team, helped to work the event.
2 -  Assistant Principal Noreen Korner Andrews poses with one of 

the children who participated in the 1-mile Fun Run.
3 -  Michael Cahill ’10 and DJ Thornton ’10 get ready for the race 

to begin.

PUB NIGHT November 7, 2014
4 -  The Wine on the Vine (shown) and 100 Bottles of Beer on the 

Wall raffles are always a huge hit at Pub Night.
5 -  Colleen Reape Fay ’88 drank out of her senior prom glass at Pub 

Night!
6 -  A group of Class of ’18 moms enjoy one of their first UC 

Community events! Pictured are Marisa Lettini Cloppse, Linda 
Pauer, Barbara Mintel, and Lucy Lettini Bulsiewicz.

UCPAC OPENING NIGHT 
RECEPTION March 20, 2015
7 -  Marianne Shaffer Bondarowicz ’91 and her husband Andrew 

thoroughly enjoy performances on the UC stage!
8 -  A group of recent PAC alumni get Sister Percylee in a picture at 

the Hairspray photo station. Pictured left to right are Catherine 
Coughlan ’14, Emily Dzioba ’14, Sister Percylee Hart, RSM, 
Cristina Bonner ’14, and Katherine Brown ’13.

9 -  Allison Stowasky Korner ’95 and Brian Korner ’95 are one of 
the “PAC alumni weddings” that were mentioned in the 2014 
UC Magazine’s feature on the history of UC performing arts. 
They returned with their children, Nathan and Patrick, to see 
Hairspray.

10 -  Kevin and Stacy Garrity (current parents) attend the reception 
before watching their daughter, Kaitlin ’15, and son, Trevor ’18, 
perform in the show later that night.

UC GENERATIONS BREAKFAST 
March 30, 2015
11 -  Lauren Sasala ’18 and her mother, Marianne Sasala, enjoy UC’s 

first-ever Generations Breakfast.
12 -  Kevin Degnan ’18 (center) is part of a UC legacy family and 

attended the breakfast with his parents, Maryann Schiller 
Degnan ’80 and Bill, and his grandparents, Yolanda and 
Eugene Schiller. 

13 -  Christopher LaManna ’16 is able to show off his UC pride to his 
parents, Chris and Valerie, as well as his grandparents, Valeria 
and Reno Barbaria.

SPIRIT DAYApril 16, 2015
14 -  Members of SMAC (Student Movement Against Cancer) pose 

with moderator Michael Conte (left) and Sister Percylee Hart 
(center) during the Mini-Relay for Life held on the UC track.

15 -  Members of SMAC serve food at the Quarters for Cancer 
Dinner, which raises money for cancer research.
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ALUMNI SPOTLIGHTS 

MICHELE CARDIELLO DELCORSANO ’95
PRESIDENT & CEO OF OUR HOUSE, INC. 

Michele DelCorsano credits Union 
Catholic’s focus on education, service, 
and teamwork with helping her become 
the person she is today. She recalls that 
UC’s core values laid the foundation 
for her professional achievements. Her 
leadership of Our House, Inc. relies on 
the support of the community and she 
works hard every day to integrate those whom they serve into 
the community. She says, “No one joins the nonprofit sector for 
fame and fortune – we join because we want to contribute to 
our society in a specific way.” Looking back at her interactions 
with teachers, she feels that each of them taught her something 
important, but Mrs. Myrna McManus, Hall of Fame Educator 
2015, and Mrs. Noreen Korner Andrews, assistant principal, 
impacted her the most. While at UC, she was on the gymnastics 
team and recorded statistics for the baseball team. She was 
also involved in Student Council, Big Sister and Service Club. 
She loved being a part of the teams and clubs because they 
introduced her to new thoughts and ideas, as well as a new 
group of friends. 

After graduating from UC, Michele earned her BA in Psychology 
from Susquehanna University. After SU, she simultaneously 
worked at Morgan Stanley and pursued her master’s degree in 
Organizational Psychology from Kean University. She joined 
Our House (www.ourhousenj.org) in 2005 and received her 
Professional in Human Resources (PHR) certification. She has 
held numerous positions, including Chief Operating Officer, and 
was named President & CEO in June. Our House is a private, 
nonprofit organization that provides residential, recreational, 
employment and innovative day services to adults with 
intellectual/developmental disabilities. Michele proclaims that 
everything that she has achieved is because of an excellent 
foundation that began at Union Catholic. However, she wouldn’t 
be where she is today without the support of her parents and 
brother (Robert Cardiello ’99), husband, Michael, and daughters, 
Sienna and Aubrey. One of Michele’s favorite memories from 
Union Catholic: “Of course, Mr. Marotti telling us not to give out 
our locker combination; it makes me smile every time I think 
about it.”

DR. THOMAS M. FITZGIBBON, JR. ’06
UROLOGY RESIDENT 

TJ FitzGibbon draws many parallels 
between his experiences at UC and his 
career as a physician. The focus on 
service and community at UC was an 
ideal that always stuck with him and 
is something that he tries to channel 
every day when interacting with his 
patients. He notes that being a good 
doctor requires teamwork and strong communication skills 
and he evokes his debate skills and the lessons that he learned 
from Forensics, PAC and Student Council on a daily basis. He 
chose a challenging field because he had teachers who pushed 
him and instilled in him a mentality to always strive to be his 
best. Ms. Patricia Mascolino and Mrs. Maryann Carroll Carolan 
’86 stand out the most to him. They never let him become 
complacent or settle for just being “good.” The foundation for 
TJ’s academic and professional success started with the ability 
to take challenging classes early on. In the accelerated program, 
he had a number of opportunities to take difficult classes that 
prepared him for the next steps in his academic career. Moreover, 
he had some flexibility in his schedule to explore his interest 
in medicine. From UC, he went on to The College of William 
and Mary in Williamsburg, VA. He says that UC put him in a 
great position to have the choice of a few excellent colleges, 
but William and Mary always just made him feel at home and 
reminded him of UC. At W&M, he majored in Neuroscience and 
continued his pursuit of a career in medicine. He then went on 
to Georgetown University where he earned a master’s degree 
in Physiology, and then to Rutgers New Jersey Medical School, 
from which he graduated in May. 

TJ is currently in Urology residency at the University of 
Louisville. He loves the field because it combines a number of 
aspects of medicine and surgery and helped him strike a good 
balance between them. After completing residency, he plans on 
doing a fellowship in pediatric urology, urologic reconstruction, 
or urologic oncology. Ultimately, he would like to work at an 
academic medical center where he can continue to treat patients 
and help cultivate the next generation of urologists. Recently, 
TJ was inducted into the Gold Humanism Honor Society and 
received the David E. Ross Memorial Award for Excellence in the 
Care of Patients and their Families.
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DOROTHY AND JACK FOULKS
DEDICATED ALUMNI PARENTS

Dorothy and Jack Foulks joined the UC Community in the 1970s 
when their daughter, Nancy ’76, and son, Jeff ’77, were students. 
Their commitment and connection to UC are as strong as ever, as 
they are frequent fans at track meets, volleyball championships 
and the annual spring musicals. 

“We feel that our debt to UC will never be paid,” stated Dorothy. 
“UC established the foundation for our two children to enjoy 
successful careers while using those core values of respect, 
responsibility, honesty, compassion and community as the 
guiding principles of their lives.”

In addition to providing financial support, the Foulks try to 
attend as many UC events as they can. They volunteered at a 
variety of 50th Anniversary events and recently attended the 
2015 Hall of Fame Induction Dinner. As they do every year, 
they look forward to hosting a table at Pub Night in November. 
Dorothy and Jack encourage family members and friends to 
attend events, too, whether or not they have a direct connection 
to UC. Greater participation adds up to valuable support for 
Union Catholic.

Jack stated, “Our support is a way for us to help ensure that UC 
will be able to continue providing students with all they need.”

With a smile, Jack recalled the day that Nancy graduated in 
1976. Every UC graduate sported a red, white and blue tassel on 
their cap in honor of the United States’ Bicentennial Year.

CATHY MCHUGH 
ALUMNI FACULTY 1982-2011 

For Cathy McHugh, a beloved Spanish 
teacher at Union Catholic for 29 years, 
teaching did not just come from the 
textbooks. “When I retired, many 
students wrote me letters and I realized 
I had accomplished my goal as a 
teacher because they not only wrote 
of my teaching them Spanish,” she 
said. “I had also taught them so much more — self-confidence, 
respect for others, a good work ethic, discipline, compassion and 
perseverance.” Cathy always found fun and inventive ways to 
teach Spanish. Her Cultural Events and Fiestas, La Catrina Dress-
Up Day, Scrabble (Scrah-BLAY!) game day, singing Rie y Llora 
and reading Spot Books are just a few of her students’ favorite 
memories from her class. Believing that education does not stop 
at the classroom, she would bring her classes on trips to see 
Ballet Folkorico perform in Union City, followed by a memorable 
buffet of authentic Spanish cuisine at the Spain Inn. Known for 
her sayings, “Gotta get your money’s worth” and “Survival of 
the Fittest,” Cathy pushed her students to be their very best. Over 
her 29 years, she taught every level of Spanish, from foundation 
to AP, including Business Spanish. She credits her mentor, 
Mr. Bruce Zehnle (alumni faculty ’68-’03) for making her the 
teacher she became and for helping her develop her educational 
philosophy: “Be firm, be fair, be consistent,” which meant that 
the students always knew what to expect in her class. 

Cathy is now happily enjoying retirement with her husband, 
Brian. She’s been on 23 cruises with four more booked through 
2017. She loves spending time in the Poconos, relishing in all 
that nature has to offer with her daughters, Nancy McHugh 
Dutra ’92 and Tara McHugh Lowden ’97, and her grandsons, 
Seamus and Liam. Looking back at her time at Union Catholic, 
she says, “There was never one day I didn’t want to come to 
school. I loved teaching. I loved being with the kids.” To the 
hundreds of students who have been in her class throughout the 
years, she has truly instilled in them “a love in their soul  
for español.”
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MARGARET WILLEFORD O’HARA ’66
RETIRED EDUCATOR AND BUSINESSWOMAN

When Margaret Willeford 
O’Hara graduated with 
Union Catholic Girls School’s 
first class in 1966, she felt 
confident about her future. 
“We were a relatively small 
number of students (126), 
had wonderful teachers, and 
opportunities to shine in venues that might not have otherwise 
been available at that time, in a co-ed school,” she explained. 
She went on to major in Biology at Montclair State and obtained 
her State of NJ teaching certification. As part of her first career, 
Margaret taught high school for 12 years in the New Providence 
and Chatham school districts. She then decided to enter the 
corporate world, holding a variety of recruiting positions, the 
last of which was as Deloitte Consulting’s National Director 
of Campus Recruiting. She also served as the Director, and 
Assistant Dean, of MBA Career Services for NYU’s Stern School 
of Business for five years. She returned to high school teaching 
at Chatham High School from 2004-2013 and still enjoys 
mentoring new teachers whenever she is able to do so. Since 
retiring, Margaret enjoys reading books for pleasure, doing the 
daily New York Times crossword puzzle, volunteering for her 
church and local library; she also serves as a volunteer greeter 
on The High Line in New York City twice a month from May-
October. She hits the gym three times a week with her husband, 
Richard, and this past April, she went on a wonderful trip to 
Paris, followed by a Seine River cruise. She has two married 
sons, Dan and Tim, and welcomed her first grandchild  
in September. 

When thinking back on her time at Union Catholic 50 years 
ago, one of Margaret’s most vivid memories is that of the arrival 
of Sister Elizabeth Thomas, O.P. from Mount Saint Dominic in 
Caldwell, to be her senior year French teacher. “‘ET’ had a totally 
non-Spielberg meaning for us!” she noted. Sister Elizabeth 
Thomas (ET) addressed her students as “girl” and had little index 
cards with each of her students’ names on them. Each of the girls 
prayed fervently that her index card would not be the next one 
chosen! She remarked that it wasn’t until December that she and 
her classmates began to breathe normally in that class. Margaret 
is pictured with her husband, Richard.

BRUCE SCHAAR ’86
ARTICULATE RESEARCH SCIENTIST

“My parents’ sacrifices were pretty 
crucial to my success at UC,” said Bruce 
Schaar ’86, who went on to earn his B.S. 
in Biochemistry at Rutgers University 
and Ph.D. in Cell Biology at University 
of Pennsylvania. His brothers, who also 
attended UC, became an architect and 
M.D./Ph.D., respectively. Neither of their 
parents went to college. 

Bruce recalls being able to try anything at UC, as extra-
curricular activities were open to everybody. “I did well and I 
was pleasantly surprised,” he noted, which continues to be his 
reaction even to professional successes today. His time on stage 
in UC’s Performing Arts Company gave Bruce the confidence 
needed to be a successful lecturer. He said, “Communicating 
scientific discoveries is almost as important as making them. 
I don’t know if I could have done such a good job (at my first 
symposium talk) were it not for my experience on the stage in 
PAC.” As a member of The Prophet staff, Bruce wrote movie 
critiques. Today, he does similar work with layouts for scientific 
articles.

Tutoring had the greatest impact on Bruce during high school 
as “the ‘ask’ for help is a powerful motivator.” Despite not 
liking Algebra in any flavor, when he was asked for help in that 
subject as an honor society student at UC, he stepped up and was 
(again) pleasantly surprised that he could help. As an Academic 
& Research Program Officer at the Stanford School of Medicine 
where he went for a post-doctoral fellowship in neurobiology, 
Bruce embraces the School’s major emphasis on teaching and 
improving teaching methods. “Nothing motivates/pushes/makes 
me care more than students.”

Bruce’s work in the Division of Gynecologic Oncology today 
focuses on translating the scientific discoveries at Stanford to 
therapies for ovarian cancer patients. He is a liaison between 
the basic scientists and the clinicians and surgeons to expedite 
the process of creating a novel treatment for clinical trials by 
drawing upon the friendships and contacts he has made there 
over the past 15 years. “It is an incredibly exciting time in 
cancer research, where years and years of research combined 
with new technologies are finally bearing fruit.”
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DR. BRIAN VOYNICK ’74
ERUDITE VETERINARIAN

Brian Voynick knew he wanted to be a veterinarian since he 
was 4 years old. Once Brian entered UC as a junior, he became 
determined to get into the only pre-veterinary program in the 
state—Cook College at Rutgers University. He fondly recalls 
his senior thesis at UC—a 63-page paper on vet medicine for 
small and large animals. He applied early decision to Rutgers 
and notes, “Before Christmas, I was able to know that I was 
on the road to my dream… UC helped me get into my pre-vet 
curriculum.” When Brian graduated from Cook College, the state 
had no agreements with out-of-state veterinary programs, and 
no NJ students were accepted into any of the out-of-state vet 
schools, so he attended University of Philippines from 1978-
82. From there, he spent a year at Animal Medical Center in 
Manhattan before landing a job at Meadowlands Race Track 
working on race horses. The job pulled him away from his 
family, so Brian went into small animal medicine. Since 1985, 
Brian has worked at American Animal Hospital in Randolph, 
New Jersey. Over the years, the business has gone from one 
doctor (Brian) to 5 doctors and a staff of 28 people, and has 
become very specialized; Brian works only with dogs and cats. 

From a professional development standpoint, Brian is always 
learning and has never been satisfied with status quo on drugs 
and pet care. He was certified in Veterinary Acupuncture through 
the International Veterinary Acupuncture Society (IVAS.org) in 
1985, which opened up the doors of alternative medicine for 
him. His interest in alternative medicine led him to learn more 
about stem cell treatments for animals. In 2005, Brian became 
the first doctor in the country to use a dog’s own stem cells to 
regenerate cartilage and joint tissue. (More information about 
this can be found at medivetbiologics.com.) Alongside of his 
veterinary practice, for the past 18 years, Brian has been the 
host of The Pet Stop on News 12 NJ, a program that airs every 
Saturday and Sunday and features different animal shelters 
and rescue organizations. He even adopted his own dog, Alan, 
through the program. Brian 
sits on St. Hubert’s Animal 
Welfare Center Board and the 
Juvenile Diabetes Research 
Foundation Board, as well as 
several others, and lectures 
around the country about 
stem cells, acupuncture, and 
alternative medicine.

SERGE GILBERT CROWNED MR. UC 2015
Mr. Union, Serge Gilbert ’15, 

was the winner of the 11th 

Annual Mr. UC Pageant on 

April 16, 2015.

Mr. UC is widely known within 

the school community as 

one of the most popular and 

entertaining nights of the 

year. The participants danced 

a choreographed opening 

number and participated in 

a variety of competitions, 

including Casual Wear, Talent, 

Formal Wear, UC Trivia, and 

Question/Answer.

Serge was a member of the 

UC Basketball Team and a 

Captain of the Track Team. 

Looking back at his greatest 

accomplishments, Serge 

recounts getting cleared to 

run track after five months of intense training and workouts after 

rehabilitating from an injury. His favorite things about Union Catholic 

are his fellow classmates and teachers. He leaves behind this advice  

to the underclassmen: “You came into this world with nothing,  

and the purpose of your life is to make something out of nothing.”  

- Anonymous

TThe other contestants of Mr. UC included: Runner-Up Adrien Cortizo, 

Mr. Elizabeth #1; Sean Brennan, Mr. Westfield; Oscar Cortizo,  

Mr. Elizabeth #2; Hunter Goodling, Mr. Warren; Steven Guastamacchia, 

Mr. Scotch Plains; Kendall Mayer, Mr. Plainfield; Steven Onyeugbo,  

Mr. Carteret; and Brian Sagendorf, Mr. Elizabeth #3



CLASS OF 1966

Henry Hekker writes: Since the last issue 
when I wrote about being a member of the East 
Lake Buchanan Volunteer Fire Department, I have 
been promoted to Lieutenant. The red helmet 
designates command staff; I will command 
Station Two which has 1 Engine, 1 Brush Truck, 
and 5 other volunteers.

CLASS OF 1967 
Kathleen Tyne Scott is married with two 
grown boys who both graduated from Catholic 
high school in Tampa, FL. (“I just had to continue 
the tradition!”) She has five grandchildren. She 
writes: I enjoy working but am looking forward 
to retirement in maybe a year. And then again, 
maybe not!

CLASS OF 1968 
Mark Russell writes: After leaving Las Vegas 
after 20 years, I had the opportunity to move 
to La Crosse, Wisconsin to follow two of our 
local priests to Catholic Charities and Goodwill 
ministries. For a town similar to Union where I 
grew up, there is much need. We have a food 
bank, resource outreach and a new warming 
center opening in November. Anyone who has 
ever experienced a Midwest winter can relate 
to the need to keep warm! To keep the bills 
paid and have a little fun, I work part-time at 
Walmart here. My hobby is collecting old 45s, 
especially the classic rock era — British Invasion 
and Motown. Someday, I hope to fully retire to 
Cape May or Wildwood and watch the ocean, but 
always try to give back something for the blessed 
life I lived, thanks in no small part to the firm 
foundation I received at Union Catholic from the 
fine Brothers and teachers. 

William Romito is a retired teacher living in 
Newburgh, New York.

CLASS OF 1970 
Susan Cousins Breen writes: After working 
as an editor and writer for more than 26 years, 
first at Rowan University and then Swarthmore 
College, I am now fulfilling a lifelong dream to 
be a freelance writer. Most recently, my work has 
been published in New Jersey Monthly and South 
Jersey Magazine as well as Bryn Mawr College, 
Rider University, and The College of New Jersey 
alumni magazines.

CLASS OF 1971 
�Calvin Maestro, Jr. recently wrote a 
book for physicians and other healthcare leaders 
called, Leadership Lessons from History. The book 
is one part history lesson, one part storytelling 
and combines humor and personal experiences 
to reveal how even the best of leaders and 
managers can flub up—or excel!

CLASS OF 1974 
Frank Skocypec writes: I have had an 
awesome life following my college preparatory 
education at Union Catholic High School. I have 
worked in the oil & gas exploration field with 
various Fortune 500 oil companies, for a major 
insurance carrier and recently as a registered 
professional engineer and geologist with an 
Arizona environmental consulting company. 
I have been very fortunate to travel both 
domestically and internationally on work projects 
to Estonia and the Caribbean Islands. I would 
like to personally thank Mr. Thomas Doshna who 
taught a geology class at Union Catholic High 
School that gave me the inspiration for pursuing 
this professional career. All the best to future 
graduates of UCHS. 

CLASS OF 1976 
Joanne Dvorsky Veech writes: On January 
1st, I was sworn in as Mayor of Randolph 
Township. I owe much of my success to the 
leadership skills I learned at UC.

CLASS OF 1978 
James Veil writes: I wanted to share with my 
classmates the passing of my son Bryan Veil, 
23, in an automobile accident. Bryan was on his 
way home from work when struck by a tractor 
trailer. This has changed my life perspective 
dramatically. Live every day like it’s your last, let 
your kids know every day how much you love 
them. Pray for both friends and enemies, as we 
will all meet again in heaven.

ALUMNI NOTES
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CLASS OF 1980

Joseph O’Bryan is happily married to his 
beautiful wife, Gabriele Thomas, from Mainz, 
Germany, and has three children: Joan (24), Pat 
(21), and Miles (18). He writes: Happy to connect 
with anyone from the class of 1980 — the 
greatest UC class of all time!

CLASS OF 1984 
James Bowen writes: I’ve been living in  
the Pacific Northwest since 1995. I also 
sell vintage junk on Ebay under the name 
icyhotjames. Say hi.

Sharon MacBride Riley is a researcher 
and writer at Consumer Reports magazine.

CLASS OF 1985  
Jason James is working as the Honeywell 
Asia Pacific Engineering Director in Shanghai, 
China.

CLASS OF 1990 
Sheri Page writes: I was in the class of 1990 
and UC is always in my heart and mind. Everyone 
that knew me could tell you that I always 
supported UC. 

CLASS OF 1992 
Nancy McHugh Dutra has transitioned 
from a territory sales manager for veterinary 
pharmaceuticals, supplies and equipment to 
the position of practice administrator and 
co-owner of a new veterinary clinic in Dayville, 
Connecticut. Companion Veterinary Health 
Center opened its doors last fall and will soon 
be celebrating its first anniversary. Nancy lives in 
Warwick, Rhode Island with her husband, Ed, her 
four dogs, five cats, parrot and chinchilla. In her 
spare time, she teaches spin and raises funds for 
Multiple Sclerosis.

CLASS OF 1997 
Kristina Geoghegan Muzikevicius 
married Robert Muzikevicius Jr. of Newark  
on March 22, 2015.

CLASS OF 2001 
Blanca 
Rodrigues 
Villoch writes: 
I currently reside 
in Tampa, Florida 
and received a 
bachelor’s degree 
from the University 
of South Florida. 

I am a National Academy of Sports Medicine 
(NASM) certified personal trainer and operate 
my very own personal training business here 
in Tampa. I am an active member of the United 
States Powerlifting Association (USPA). Earlier 
this month, I competed in the National USPA 
Powerlifting Championships in Las Vegas, 
Nevada. In the Championship, I received 1st 
place in the women’s 114 lb. weight class, among 
other nationally qualified competitors, and I set 
three Florida State records: the Squat, Bench 
Press and the Raw Total. I am now a nationally 
ranked powerlifter amongst all 114 lb. women, in 
all federations, across the country.

CLASS OF 2003 
Matthew Esposito and Kristine Mintel  
Esposito ’04 welcomed  
their daughter Margaret Renée  
on April 9, 2015.

CLASS OF 2004
Kimberly Chervenyak Garbrandt writes: 
My husband of 4 years, Mike, and I welcomed our 
first baby, a boy, Dylan Michael on July 31, 2014.

CLASS OF 2006 
Julianne Berger 
received a Masters 
in Chemistry from 
Seton Hall in May 
2015 after defending 
her dissertation on 
“Monitoring Dissolution 
of Nonsteroidal  
Anti-Inflammatory 
Drugs Using Infrared Spectroscopy”. 

Erica Velez Mendes writes: Working for 
Department of Homeland Security since 2012. 
Married my high school sweetheart on October 
5, 2013. Moved to Florida November 2013. Had a 
son, Adam on July 25, 2014.

Melissa Patterson writes: I had a baby boy 
on August 18, 2014 named Mason Adams! Also,  
I recently started a small business. Honey Child & 
Co. is a children’s lifestyle brand. 

CLASS OF 2014 
Parnika Celly has an internship with MH 
Mediate, a company whose mission is to improve 
the way people talk about mental health.

Brittany Gaviria made the Dean’s List 
during her first year of college and is majoring in 
Psychology and minoring in Sociology.

Kimberly Way writes: I am currently 
majoring in Biology at Rider University. I plan 
to use my biology degree in the future to go to 
medical school and become an Obstetrician and 
Gynecologist, and a Neonatal Surgeon. I have a 
summer internship at Rutgers, where I will be 
developing a hydrogel material in the hopes that 
it can be used to stabilize damaged tissues in the 
human body. At Rider, I am a part of Emerging 
Leaders, the Swim Club, and The Multicultural 
Student Leadership Institute.

Pictured are Kenny Conroy and Jimmy LeVine in 
Jacksonville, FL for the 2015 NCAA Basketball 
Tournament.



Noreen Korner Andrews, assistant 

principal, Marla James, and Kathleen 
Webber presented Union Catholic’s Blended 
Learning Partnership Pilot at the NCEA Blended 
Learning Symposium at Santa Clara University, 
Santa Clara, CA in June. See page 32 for more 
information on the Virtual 6-16 Catholic  
School pilot.

Director of School Counseling Jennifer Dixon 
took a group of UC students to participate in the 
Union County Student Training and Enrichment 
Program (UC STEP) this year. The winning team 
of students’ service project, Donate to Educate—
Schools Supplying Schools, was put into action 
following the day-long summit. Union Catholic 
earned first place in the challenge and was 
awarded $1,000 for collecting the most school 
supplies (14,841 items) to ensure that students 
from needy families are prepared to start the 
2015-16 school year.

Samantha Scutieri ’98 has been teaching 
a fully-flipped classroom in Algebra and worked 
over the summer to prepare a second course for 
the fall. Flipped classrooms are a form of blended 
learning where students learn concepts at home 
and reinforce those concepts in school.

Two faculty members earned their  
master’s degrees this year, including  

Ed Sagendorf ’07 (Master of History 

from Seton Hall University) and Catarina 
Abrantes (Master of Educational Leadership 
from Saint Peter’s University). 

A number of UC faculty members earned their 
online teaching certification through the Virtual 

High School Collaborative, including Barbara 
Dellanno, Kathleen Webber, Tracy 
Trukowski Doherty ’93, Maryann 
Carroll Carolan ’86, Samantha 
Scutieri ’98, Tim Breza, Catarina 
Abrantes, and Rebecca Faller. 

Kristine Mintel Esposito ’04 and her 
husband Matt Esposito ’03 welcomed new 
daughter Margaret Renée in April. 

Melissa Tooker Yezo ’00 was married 
to Darren Yezo on February 14, 2015. This past 
summer, they honeymooned in New Zealand.
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��Director of School Counseling Jennifer Dixon, Melissa McGloin ’17 and William Reyes ’93 
Deputy County Manager.

��Seven faculty members and two administrators attended InstructureCon in Park City, Utah 
this summer. Instructure.com is the parent company to UC’s new learning management system 
(LMS), Canvas. Union Catholic is going into its second year of the implementation of Canvas 
and the faculty is continuing to delve deeper into the understanding of this powerful system. 
Faculty/staff member attendees (from left to right) include Samantha Scutieri ’98,  
Kathleen Tobin, Catarina Abrantes, Assistant Principal Noreen Korner Andrews, Jim  
Johnston ’97, Tracy Trukowski Doherty ’93, Ed Sagendorf ’07, Marla James, and Associate 
Principal Karen Piasecki ’88

��This group was excited to learn 
more about Canvas, UC’s new  
learning management system!
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The Legacy Society includes alumni and friends who, because of their  
generosity and vision, have included Union Catholic in their Will or estate plan.  
For more information about the benefits, to you and UC, of making a planned  
gift call Susan Dyckman, Director of Development & Donor Relations, 
(908) 889-1600 ext. 309 or visit www.unioncatholic.org/giving/plannedgifts.php/. 

 At Union Catholic, the leaders of the school gave us 
the confidence to take risks. When you’re given the 
freedom to fail, it helps you succeed. At the time,  
I didn’t realize just how important that lesson was.  
This lesson is one I continue to practice myself and 
share with our athletes. I want to be sure UC continues 
to build that kind of confidence in students today and 
tomorrow. Legacy gifting is a way for me to help  
make sure that happens.

JIM WOOD ’68
Head Coach, Berkeley Aquatic Club

ACT TODAY TO  
MAKE A DIFFERENCE 
TOMORROW.

The Legacy Society at Union Catholic

”

“



1600 Martine Avenue
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

Have you updated your contact  
information recently? 
It is quick and easy to do on the UC website! Under the  
Alumni tab, click on “Update Contact Information.”  
This is also where you can submit news for Alumni Notes.  
We would love to hear from you!

Share your news if you… 
Got engaged 
Got married 
Got a job 
Received a promotion 
Earned a degree 
Received an award 
Had a baby 
Bought a new home 
Went on an interesting trip 
And please…send us photos!

Moving? 
Don’t forget to send us your new address!

Visit us at www.unioncatholic.org

2014–2015 Annual Report Now Online 
The 2014-2015 Annual Report recognizing  
Union Catholic High School donors is available on the website 
at www.unioncatholic.org/alumni/publications.php. 

 

PEER MINISTRY  
2015-16 THEME = RESPONSIBILITY 
Each year Peer Ministry chooses a theme. This theme acts 
as a guide or point of reference for the UC Community 
throughout the year. This year they have chosen the UC Core 
Value Responsibility. This is the last of the five core values 
to have been chosen as a theme. The goal is for members of 
the UC community to bring to life the value of Responsibility 
— focusing, not just on our everyday responsibilities, but 
the responsibilities we have as a follower of Christ and the 
responsibilities we have to the less fortunate and needy. 
We hope that, during this coming school year, we, as a 
community of faith, can act in ways that bring joy and 
assistance to those we are responsible to serve. 

Pictured are the 2014-2015 Peer Ministers at their annual 
retreat at the Archdiocese of Newark’s Youth & Adult Ministry 
Center in Kearny, NJ. 


