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Q & A WITH PRINCIPAL  
SISTER PERCYLEE HART, RSM
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Q.  Over the past year, you frequently spoke about Union 
Catholic’s call to Advance Catholic Education. What does 
that mean?

A.  There is a forward-thinking energy here among our faculty, staff and 
students in this faith-based environment that cannot be contained 
within the four walls of our building. UC is a leader when it comes 
to advancing Catholic Education in the 21st Century by creating 
opportunities for students to realize success in the real, spiritual and 
virtual worlds. This means there can be no plateaus as UC moves 
forward.

Q.  Can you give examples of these opportunities?
A. Here are a few examples.
4� Professional development for faculty members has risen to a new level 

with several faculty members studying abroad during the summer (see 
Faculty Notes on p. 36).  

4� New STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Math) courses were offered 
in 2015-16 and further expanded to include robotics and engineering 
this fall. (more on p. 18.)

4�UC’s ground-breaking grade 6-16 Virtual Catholic School (VCS) began 
an exciting Year 3 by offering additional courses at the middle and high 
school levels (more on p. 14.)

4�The delivery of education is accelerating. One example is the use of 
discussion boards through our Canvas Learning Management System. 
These have leveled the playing field for students, giving everyone equal 
opportunity to have a voice in classroom discussion.

4�National Art Honor Society students designed prayer cards to promote 
the Catholic identity of UC and our Strategic Plan commitment to foster 
spiritual density within our community.

Q. What about outside the classroom?
A. Every time you turn around, it’s another “WOW.”
4�22 AP scholars, 2 AP Scholars with Honor, 5 AP Scholars with Distinction

4�Class of ’16 alumni are sharing positive feedback as they transition to 
college coursework thanks to the subject mastery they achieved at UC.

4�A dream came true for retired Assistant Principal Michael Marotti in 
September when the doors of the first UC elevator opened (more  
on p. 20). 

4�UC’s sports teams are making county, conference, state and national 
headlines. In 2015-16, 12 seniors signed to play Division I, II and III 
athletics in college (more on p. 30). 

4�Over 1,000 people came to UC in April for our annual Grammar School 
Track Meet. 

4�The Performing Arts Company (PAC) is engaging students and families; 
prospective students; and alumni through outstanding productions and 
special events such as the Red Carpet Reception and Cabaret Night. 

4�Embracing the spirit of philanthropy at UC, our students raised over 
$2,000 for a Student-to-Student Scholarship for an incoming freshman.

Q.  How has this energy impacted UC’s enrollment?
A. It’s off the charts.
4� Our student body numbered 780 strong in 2015-16 and grew to 802 for 

2016-17. It’s phenomenal to see this growing enrollment trend continue. 

4� We have 216 students enrolled in the Class of 2020, which represents the 
highest increase in freshmen enrollment in 10 years.  

4�Students can’t wait to get here. I read it in their application essays; hear 
it during Freshman for a Day visits; and see it in the standing-room-only 
crowds at Open Houses and Information Nights.

Q.  Do you think this energy carries over to your alumni?
A. Absolutely. 
4�In December and January, more than 300 alumni came home to UC for 

the Christmas Liturgy and Alumni Breakfast, Boys’ and Girls’ Basketball 
Reunions, College Awareness Day and our first-ever PAC Cabaret Night. 

4�During the spring, I met with over 50 alumni in New York City and in 
Irvine, Santa Monica and San Diego, California. No matter when they 
graduated, alumni love to re-connect and to share their UC stories. 

4�Over 1,500 members of the UC Community arrived on campus August 
15 and 16 to cheer on Sydney McLaughlin ’17 at the Rio Olympic Games. 
It was a welcome opportunity for many alumni to come home to their 
alma mater to celebrate one of their own.

Q.  No interview would be complete without this question. 
What’s next?

A. I love this question. 
4�Auditorium renovations: One of our big summer projects was the 

replacement of the stage, but refurbishing plans go far beyond that. The 
PAC Wish List includes new sound, new seating and new flooring, not to 
mention air conditioning.

4�Library/Learning Center remodeling: more flexible furnishings and 
collaborative learning space are needed to facilitate student learning. 
Added facility enhancements will make it possible to host special events 
in this space.  

4� Main foyer renovation: Our Master Plan is beginning to take shape and 
the next phase includes renovating this space to reflect the spirituality, 
quality, energy and enthusiasm that distinguish UC. The plan includes 
designs for a chapel and student gathering space at the heart of our 
school. 

4�Technology plan: growth of UC’s technology infrastructure to support 
our students’ 21st Century learning experience.

4�Endowment: expansion of our scholarship programs to make it possible 
for more students to be part of the UC Community.

It is because of your ongoing generosity that these great things are 
happening. I count on our alumni, parents and friends to provide the 
financial support needed for these important projects. Working together, 
we will continue to make great the UC Experience of students today and 
tomorrow. May God bless you.
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Message from the  
Director of Development & 
Donor Relations
In the Development Office at Union 
Catholic, we are privileged to hear 
many stories – from students, alumni, 
current and past parents, faculty, staff, 
administrators, friends and business 
partners. They are stories about an 
event, experience, challenge, memory, achievement, aspiration. They are 
stories about a class, game, show, trip, teacher, student, family, friend. The 
unbreakable thread that weaves these stories together is Union Catholic.

Thank you to all who have shared your stories with us and voiced what 
binds you to UC. Thank you for committing to a vibrant present and bright 
future for our students through your generous support of The Union 
Catholic Fund; Building the Future Major Gifts Initiative; Endowed and 
Annual Scholarship Programs; and Planned Giving Program. We are equally 
grateful for the time and talent you share so charitably through volunteer 
service to our UC Community. We very much appreciate your enthusiastic 
participation in UC events on campus and on the road.

Looking forward, our students depend on you to be an active, engaged, 
committed member of our community. They need your support to help 
write their own remarkable UC story. 

Susan M. Dyckman 
sdyckman@unioncatholic.org 
908.889.1600, ext. 309 
       @developmentuc

Message from the Director 
of Alumni Relations
Patchwork quilts reflect a mosaic of  
one’s life. They are labors of love that 
are passed down from generation to 
generation. These keepsakes are often 
made by many hands as members of a 
quilting circle join together. Patchwork 
quilts are in and of themselves beautiful, 
but perhaps the true beauty lies in the fact that alone, the small scraps of 
fabric are insignificant. It is when they are connected as part of a larger 
entity that they take on greater significance. Those individual squares 
become one and tell a story of events, of traditions, of history, of a lifetime.

The UC Community is a virtual patchwork quilt. Each of you has been part 
of the fabric of Union Catholic and has thus been part of the design and 
construction of our incredible mosaic. This includes students, current and 
past parents, grandparents, guardians, current and former faculty, friends, 
supporters, and of course, alumni. The true beauty of the UC quilt is in the 
diversity of the squares, because more than 50 years of history begets a 
multitude of events, traditions, faces and accomplishments.

So, when you want to be wrapped in the virtual warmth of our quilt, 
remember that you are always welcome home at UC.

And when you yearn for the spiritual comfort of the quilt, reflect back on 
your special UC memories.

But, remember that the real power of the quilt comes from you, especially 
our more than 11,000 alumni. We need you to continue to stitch new 
squares and to expand the UC patchwork. You can do that by keeping us 
updated with your current contact information, by following us on Twitter 
and Facebook, by attending your class reunions, by visiting the school, and 
by participating in UC events throughout the year. With every stitch, we 
continue to build and share this amazing UC patchwork story.

Nancy E. Foulks ’76 
nfoulks@unioncatholic.org 
908.889.1600, ext. 339 
       @alumniunionc 
       Union Catholic High School Alumni

Interested in more information on  
giving to UC?
You can do this in one of 3 ways:

1. Via the UC website; Go to GIVING tab 

2. Send an email to development@unioncatholic.org

3. Call Susan Dyckman in Development at (908) 889-1600, ext. 309

Please keep your contact info current.
You can do this in one of 3 ways:

1.  Via the UC website; Go to ALUMNI tab and click on  
UPDATE CONTACT INFO

2. Send an email to alumni@unioncatholic.org

3. Call Nancy Foulks in Alumni Relations at (908) 889-1600, ext. 339
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Q:  What are the top priorities of the School Consultative 
Board (SCB)?  

A: Over the past couple of years, we have worked hard to develop the 
long-term Union Catholic strategic plan, create a template recommendation 
for future governance, provide a business-centric vision for the 6-16 Virtual 
Catholic School and assist the administration in the preparation for the 
very successful Middle States Reaccreditation. We have now turned our 
focus toward securing the future financial vitality of Union Catholic.

4� The future governance vision requires an evolution of our by-laws under 
the guidance of the Archdiocese of Newark. The objective will be to 
establish an independent strategic financial board that will be charged 
with working with the Development team and the Administration to 
raise significant resources that will fund an endowment program for 
those in need.

4 On a parallel path, we convened an ad hoc committee of the board to 
examine the current and past tuition fees and build a future tuition 
investment recommendation to create an opportunity to provide the UC 
Experience to a greater number of those who desire a quality, faith-based 
high school education. 

Q: What progress has the strategic plan made this year?

A:  The strategic plan is an everyday living and working document, used by 
Sister Percylee and the administration. It has now been fully cascaded 
to the entire faculty, administration and the critical constituencies in 
the building and is used daily to guide the critical operational decisions 
that are needed to maintain and enhance the entire UC Experience.

Q: What is the biggest challenge facing UC? 

A:  There is a growing desire among parents (whose children are 
approaching high school age) to afford them the educational excellence 
of Union Catholic. Many, however, lack the financial resources needed 
for this four-year journey. The board is committed to finding innovative 
ways of helping these families so that every student who wishes to 
enroll at UC can do so.

Q: What is the biggest opportunity for UC?

A:   Building awareness of the academic, social and athletic success of 
the current student population and our alumni offers an enormous 
opportunity. We must communicate how we prepare our students 
for the real, virtual and spiritual worlds. Our mantra of “Tradition 
Meets Tomorrow” resonates with all those who engage with the UC 
Community. The success stories of our graduates are second to none. 
The daily excitement inside the building is contagious. The dedication of 
our faculty and staff ensures a unique learning experience for each and 
every student.

Q: What is different about the SCB’s role today than it was 
in 2000 when the Principal’s Advisory Board was created?

A: Our original charge was to serve in an advisory capacity, using our 
secular workplace experience to offer perspective and recommendations 
on operational issues of the school. Over time, the size, expertise and 
composition of board membership has grown and we evolved to a more 
consultative capacity. The board now initiates and oversees programs that 
impact the management and maintenance of buildings and facilities, the 
technology employed in the educational delivery process and the athletic 
needs of our successful sports programs.

Under the leadership of Art Ryan, Board Chair from 2010-2015, the role and 
contribution of the board expanded dramatically. He brought organizational 
discipline to the board and instituted a number of sub-committees that 
now function in a more proactive manner. 

 

HALL OF FAME
Union Catholic’s rich athletic history is what prompted 
the inception of the Hall of Fame, with the desire to 
acknowledge those who have excelled in their particular 
field. In 2008, the Hall of Fame expanded its honorees 
to recognize not only athletes, but other alumni, faculty, 
parents and friends who have made a significant impact on the 
UC Community, their profession, or society.

Nomination Categories:
Alumni: Honors alumni who have made significant contributions in 
volunteer, academic, or professional pursuits

Arts: Honors individuals who have distinguished themselves in  
the Arts

Athletic: Honors outstanding athletic achievements of an individual, 
team or coach while at UC, or in their post-UC athletic careers

Community Leader: Honors individuals who have distinguished 
themselves through their philanthropic efforts, in the spirit and 
tradition of community service at UC

Educator: Honors current or former UC faculty or staff members who 
epitomize the UC values of excellence, respect for learning, and service 
to others, and who have made a lasting impression on UC

Hero: Honors exceptional individuals who have displayed heroic 
qualities and/or achievements

Parent: Honors current or past Union Catholic parents who have 
dedicated time and talent to promoting the core values of Union 
Catholic

The 2017 Hall of Fame ceremony will take place  
in the fall of 2017.

To submit a nomination for the 2017 Hall of Fame,  

visit the Alumni tab of the UC website. 

You may also email your nomination to alumni@unioncatholic.org

Q & A WITH UNION CATHOLIC  
SCHOOL CONSULTATIVE BOARD 
CHAIR JOSEPH SCHURTZ ’71



GRADUATION 2016
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Since 2016 also marked the 50th anniversary 

of the graduation of the Class of 1966, over 30 

members of UC’s inaugural class joined 2016 

graduates at the ceremony. Keynote speaker, 

Bishop James Massa ’78, honed in on this 

exciting milestone in UC’s history, pondering 

what might happen if a Class of 2016 

graduate were to go back in time and have a 

conversation with a Class of 1966 graduate on 

his or her graduation day and compare their 

high school experiences.

“The world has changed remarkably 

through the advent of new technologies that 

increasingly make us feel as if we’re living 

in a global village,” Bishop Massa remarked. 

“You will be the generation that will shape 

the next phase of humankind’s advances in 

medicine, communications, and those cultural 

institutions that have the potential of uniting 

us to win the battles against climate change 

and the Zika virus.” He concluded by urging 

the Class of 2016 to hold a deep reverence for 

life: “The world needs to be reminded of this 

foundational value if it is going to meet the 

challenges of today and tomorrow.”

 DUIS PULVINAR MALESUADA | 9

Union Catholic graduated 192 seniors in the Class of 2016  

on May 26th. The class earned an unprecedented $27,114,092 in scholarships and 

awards. Mikayla Mitchell was named Valedictorian and Nicole Walker was  

named Salutatorian. 

Bailey Ramirez, former Student 
Council President, compared UC 
to a rollercoaster, with students 
“riding to greatness.”

7

Bishop James Massa ’78 was thrilled to reconnect with Sister Percylee 
Hart, RSM and Union Catholic and to serve as the 2016 graduation 
speaker.

Class of 2016

Class Valedictorian Mikayla Mitchell ’16 was 
honored to meet UC’s first valedictorians, Dr. Joan 
Kowalec ’66 and Mr. Cornelius Baasten ’66.

UC faculty members were proud of the Class of 2016 graduates and how far they 
have come, but also sad to see them go!
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LEGACY FAMILIES 
One of UC’s graduation traditions is to capture  
photographs of graduates whose parent(s) 
is also a Union Catholic graduate. It is a true 
testament to the school and its mission that 
many alumni choose to send their children to 
Union Catholic.

1 -  Jill Gardner Cianciotta ’80 and Joseph 
Cianciotta ’16 

2 -  Nicole Doremus Fusco ’88 and Alberto 
Fusco ’16

3 - Lea Gurval ’16 and Michael Gurval ’74

4 - Robert Kolar ’76 and Amanda Kolar ’16

5 -  Karen Kremer Novak ’88 and Thomas  
Novak ’16

6 -  Kristen O’Connor ’16 and Kevin  
O’Connor ’86

7 -  Diana LaFarga Scariati ’88 and Matthew 
Scariati ’16

8 -  The Mastrocola family (l. to r.)  
Julianne Mastrocola ’18, Deborah Culley 
Mastrocola ’84, Christina Mastrocola ’16, 
Marissa Mastrocola ’11, and Frank  
Mastrocola ’84 (missing from photo:  
Joseph Mastrocola ’13)

8

32

4

1

5

776
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Eric Engelhardt

For Eric 

Engelhardt, the 

Foundations 

Program at 

UC taught 

him a number 

of important 

skills that he 

will be able 

to use in college and beyond. He learned 

how to manage his time, how to chunk 

assignments, and how to advocate for 

himself when he needs help. He said he 

barely even notices his dyslexia anymore, 

due, in large part, to all that he learned 

at UC. With his academics in check, Eric 

participated in a number of activities at 

UC, including baseball, swimming, and 

golf. Since he thrived in the UC sUCccess 

program and valued the opportunities that 

it offered to him, he chose a college that 

has a similar program. Eric is majoring 

in Communications at University of 

Arizona, which houses the SALT (Strategic 

Alternative Learning Techniques) Center. He 

misses UC immensely. 

SENIOR SPOTLIGHTS 
Alexander J. Bonadies

For AJ Bonadies, 

a defining 

moment of his 

high school 

experience was 

joining UCPAC 

his senior year. 

It all began 

when he asked 

Mrs. Maryann Carolan ’86 (English faculty 

member and UCPAC Director) for a letter of 

recommendation. AJ’s interest had always 

been piqued by PAC, particularly after a 

number of his baseball teammates joined, 

but he was nervous about auditioning. PAC 

“made me step outside of my comfort zone,” 

AJ noted, “and exposed me to a whole other 

side of myself that I didn’t think I had in 

me.” At PAC Awards Night, AJ was a first-

time recipient of the Spirit Award. Senior 

year saw another first for AJ, who joined 

the soccer team in the fall, never having 

played the sport before. He is majoring 

in Information Technology at Towson 

University in Maryland and his advice to 

future UC graduates is to take advantage 

of the opportunities that UC provides and 

explore things you might not usually see 

yourself doing.

Jessica Florendo

President of the 

C.R.A.Y.O.N. 

(Community 

Raising Autism 

Yielding 

Opportunity Now) 

Club during her 

senior year, Jessi 

Florendo is all 

about increasing autism awareness. She was 

so passionate about the club, which hosts 

events like special needs teen nights and even 

a special needs prom, that during the 2015 

Evening of Gratitude reception, one donor 

heard her story and made a donation to the 

club on the spot! Jessi was also a four-year 

tennis player (captain her senior year), and 

first-year member of UCPAC during her senior 

year. She currently attends University of 

Rhode Island where she is majoring in Marine 

Biology. Her hope is to, one day, be in charge 

of her own lab and take what she learns 

in the ocean and apply that knowledge to 

pharmaceutical research.

Emily Garno

A four-year letter winner and senior year captain in both basketball 

and softball, Emily Garno is all about movement, which is why 

she decided to major in Kinesiology at Penn State University, as 

a precursor to her doctorate in physical therapy. She also loves 

helping people, which is evident through her volunteer work each 

summer with her youth group at St. Vincent de Paul in Stirling, NJ, 

when they head to West Virginia to help renovate houses for needy 

families. At UC, Emily was also involved with the French Club and 

Project Haiti, C.R.A.Y.O.N. (Community Raising Autism Yielding 

Opportunity Now) club, National Art Honor Society, and National Honor Society. She fondly 

recalls many UC memories, especially dumping a bucket of ice on Coach Ed Ryan during her 

junior year after a particularly big softball win.

Julia Hayes

Julia Hayes’ four 

years at Union 

Catholic brought 

about a huge 

awareness for 

the great poverty 

in Haiti, and 

her involvement 

as President 

of Project Haiti was a direct result of her 

experiences at her aunt’s orphanages in that 

country. To date, Julia has traveled to Haiti 

14 times, which she says has “changed how 

I view the world.” Her experiences working 

with the children in Haiti have profoundly 

shaped her, teaching her to love life the way 

it is instead of always wanting more, and 

to find happiness in the people around you 

that love you. “You never know what people 

are going through,” Julia noted. “The kids 

in Haiti are always smiling and you can’t 

imagine what they have gone through.” 

Julia is also an avid volleyball player who 

was captain of the UC volleyball team her 

senior year. She is currently in her first 

season playing DI volleyball at University of 

Delaware.
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Mikayla Mitchell 

As the Class 

of 2016 

Valedictorian  

and current 

student at The 

Wharton School 

of the University 

of Pennsylvania, 

Mikayla Mitchell 

is well on her way to becoming a successful 

young woman. She always knew she wanted 

to do something business-related and is 

majoring in Economics with a concentration 

in Accounting and Finance. Service was a 

large part of Mikayla’s coming-of-age story. 

She was the President of the Leaders Club 

at the Westfield YMCA and was recently 

chosen as Youth of the Year. Her role at 

the “Y” included volunteering with youth, 

and assisting with local community events 

that raised money so that disadvantaged 

children could obtain memberships to the 

YMCA. While doing all of this volunteering, 

she still managed to have the #1 academic 

ranking in her class junior and senior year.

SENIOR SPOTLIGHTS 
Goldy Malhotra

“Innovative” 

is one way to 

describe the tech-

savy, engineering 

mind of Goldy 

Malhotra. Ever 

since he was 

a small child, 

he has been 

manipulating technology. “I have always 

loved computers and technology; when I 

discover something new, I want to learn 

everything about it,” Goldy said. He 

currently attends Rochester Institute of 

Technology as a Computer Engineering 

major and his dream job is to be the 

Director of Research & Development for a 

technology company like Google or Lenovo. 

At UC, Goldy was actively involved in a 

number of clubs, and most notably, took a 

number of technology classes including TAP 

(Technology Assistance Program), where he 

worked in UC’s IT Department; and Routing 

I and II, which he hopes will lead to a 

Cisco Certified Network Associate (CCNA) 

certification in the near future.

Cher Ning

Cher Ning built 

a new bridge 

between the 

International and 

American student 

populations 

as soon as she 

transferred to UC 

at the start of her 

junior year. As the President (and founder) 

of the Asian Dance Club, she encouraged her 

group to perform at the pep rallies, along 

with other student groups like Step Squad 

and Dance Club. To say that the Asian Dance 

Club’s performances, mainly to Korean 

pop songs, were well received would be a 

serious understatement. Cher pointed out that 

people were always asking when the group 

would perform next. Cher is majoring in 

Entrepreneurship at Babson College in Boston.

James Perona

The first recipient of the Whitehouse Laboratories Scholarship, 

Jimmy Perona intends to take his love of chemistry to new heights. 

The scholarship, afforded to him by current UC parents and chemical 

engineers Mr. and Mrs. Angelito Mendoza, includes internship 

opportunities as well as a financial component, rewarding Jimmy 

for his decision to major in chemical engineering. Jimmy loves 

that chemistry is so thought provoking. He enjoyed the labs in AP 

Chemistry: his favorite was one where he had to create aspirin. 

Outside of academics, Jimmy was the President of the Animal Rights 

and Endangered Species Club and the captain of the Cross Country team during his senior year. 

Participating in Track and Cross Country, he noted, completely changed his perception of UC; 

it was the first group activity he was a part of and was where he developed his closest friends. 

Jimmy currently attends Rutgers School of Engineering in New Brunswick.

Brandan Schuster

Despite being 

crowned the  

2016 Mr. UC, 

Brandan  

Schuster was 

very humble 

about the 

experience, 

admitting that 

his competition was “absolutely amazing” 

and that “every single participant had a 

strong talent that made a great case for him 

to move on.” Mr. UC is a competition for 

senior boys that became a tradition in 2006, 

where students compete in a variety of 

categories including UC trivia, formal wear, 

and a talent section. Brandan’s own talent 

was doing impressions of UC teachers, 

impressions he had been practicing since 

freshman year. He currently attends Saint 

John’s University in Queens and is majoring 

in Adolescent Education. He hopes to 

someday make a return to Union Catholic to 

“continue the tradition of amazing alumni 

who make up the great faculty and staff  

at UC.” 
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Albright College
Alvernia University
American College-Dublin, Ireland
American University
Arcadia University
Arizona State University
Assumption College, MA
Auburn University
Babson College
Baruch College-CUNY
Baylor University
Becker College
Bentley University
Berkeley College
Bloomfield College
Boston College
Boston University
Brown University
Butler University
Caldwell University
California College of the Arts
California State University
Campbell University
Case Western Reserve University
Catholic University of America
Cedar Crest College
Chatham University
Chestnut Hill College
City University of New York
Claflin University
Clark University
Clemson University
Coastal Carolina University
College of Charleston
College of New Rochelle
College of Saint Elizabeth
College of Saint Rose
College of William and Mary
Concordia University-Montreal,  
 Canada
Cornell University
County College of Morris
Curry College
Delaware State University
DePaul University
DeSales University
Dickinson College
Dominican College
Drew University
Drexel University
Duquesne University
East Carolina University
East Stroudsburg University
Eastern Nazarene College
Elon University
Emerson College
Emmanuel College, MA
Endicott College
Fairfield University
Fairleigh Dickinson University
Felician University
Finlandia University
Florida Atlantic University
Florida Institute of Technology
Florida Southern College
Florida State University
Fordham University
Fort Lewis College
Framingham State University
Franklin Pierce College
Full Sail University
George Mason University
George Washington University
Georgian Court University
Gettysburg College
Goucher College
Hampton University
Harrisburg University of Science  
 and Technology
High Point University
Hofstra University
Howard University
Hunter College-CUNY
Immaculata University
Iona College

Iowa State University
Ithaca College
James Madison University
Johns Hopkins University
Johnson & Wales University, NC
Johnson & Wales University, RI
Kean University
Keuka College
King’s College, PA
Kutztown University
La Salle University
Lane College, TN
Le Moyne College
Lehigh University
LIM College
Long Island University
Louisiana Tech University
Loyola University Chicago
Loyola University Maryland
Lynn University
Manhattan College
Marist College
Marquette University
Maryland Institute College of Art
Marymount California University
Marymount University
Marywood University
McDaniel College
McGill University, Canada
Mercy College, NY
Merrimack College
Messiah College
Michigan State University
Middlesex County College
Millersville University
Misericordia University
Monmouth University
Montclair State University
Morehouse College
Mount Saint Mary College, NY
Mount St. Mary’s University, MD
New England College
New Jersey City University
New Jersey Institute of Technology
New York Institute of Technology
New York University
Niagara University, NY
North Carolina State University
Northeastern University
Nyack College
Ohio State University
Oxford College of Emory University
Pace University
Parsons The New School for Design
Pennsylvania Academy of the  
 Fine Arts
Pennsylvania College of   
 Technology
Pennsylvania State University
Pepperdine University
Philadelphia University
Pratt Institute
Providence College
Purdue University
Quinnipiac University
Ramapo College
Randolph-Macon College
Raritan Valley Community College
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute
Rider University
Roanoke College
Robert Morris University, PA
Rochester Institute of Technology
Rocky Mountain College, MT
Rollins College
Rowan University
Rutgers University
Sacred Heart University
Saint Augustine’s University, NC
Saint Joseph’s University, PA
Saint Leo University
Saint Peter’s University
Salisbury University
Salve Regina University
San Diego State University

San Francisco Art Institute
San Francisco State University
Savannah College of Art & Design
School of the Art Institute of  
 Chicago
School of Visual Arts
Seton Hall University
Siena College
Southern Connecticut State  
 University
Southern Methodist University
Spelman College
Springfield College
St. Bonaventure University
St. John’s University, NY
St. Joseph’s College, NY
St. Thomas Aquinas College
Stevens Institute of Technology
Stevenson University
Stockton University
Stonehill College
Suffolk University
SUNY-Binghamton University
SUNY-College at Plattsburgh
SUNY-Stony Brook University
SUNY-University at Buffalo
Susquehanna University
Syracuse University
Temple University
Texas Christian University
Texas State University
Texas Tech University
The College of New Jersey
The New School, NY
Towson University
Union County College
University of Arizona
University of Bridgeport
University of California
University of Central Florida
University of Colorado Boulder
University of Connecticut
University of Delaware
University of Florida
University of Georgia
University of Hartford
University of Houston
University of Illinois 
University of Mary Washington
University of Maryland 
University of Massachusetts
University of Miami, FL
University of Nevada, Las Vegas
University of New Haven
University of North Carolina
University of North Texas
University of Oklahoma
University of Pennsylvania
University of Pittsburgh
University of Rhode Island
University of Richmond
University of San Francisco
University of Scranton
University of South Florida
University of Tampa
University of the Arts
University of Vermont
US Navy-Hospital Corpsman  
 School, San Antonio TX
Villanova University
Virginia Tech
Wagner College
Wake Forest University
Washington State University
Webster University
Wentworth Institute of Technology
West Chester University, PA
West Virginia State University
West Virginia University
Western State Colorado University
William Paterson University
York College-CUNY

Bishop Williams

Bishop Williams 

knew from a  

very young age 

that he was  

being called 

to “make a 

difference” in  

the world.  

Having served  

as a youth minister in his parish, Friendship 

Ministries in Newark, NJ, Bishop was 

named a youth pastor in 2014. “I knew I 

wanted to make a difference and I knew I 

wanted to preach, so I decided to get the 

education I needed,” he explained. Bishop 

attends Nyack College in Nyack, NY, where 

he is majoring in Pastoral Ministry and 

Counseling; and running cross country. He 

believes UC’s faith-based environment gave 

him many opportunities to get closer to God 

and helped him further understand his call 

to ministry. Bishop says UC opened doors 

to him through his active involvement in 

Peer Ministry, cross country and the All 4 

Kidz Club. He believes these experiences 

cultivated his natural leadership ability, 

which is a necessary quality in a pastor. One 

of his favorite UC moments was offering 

the prayer at the Union Catholic Evening 

of Gratitude in 2015 because he saw lives 

touched in those moments of prayer. 

COLLEGE ACCEPTANCES 2016
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5�Barbara Schoberl Buck (l.) and Linda Stevens Huchel (r.), best friends since they 
met at Union Catholic, with Father Michael Moran, who performed each of their 
wedding ceremonies

5�Former Faculty Members of Union Catholic Girls High School - (l. to r.) Sister 
Elizabeth Michael, O.P., Sister Mary Immaculate, O.P., Father Carl Arico, Father 
Michael Moran, Sister Gerarda, O.P., Sister Jonathan, O.P. (now Sister Mary Ann)

5Classmates and former faculty reunited at the Class of 1966 reception at Shackamaxon Country Club

5�Classmates (l. to r.) Paul Hiltz, Pete Tierney, Michael Burkert and  
Cornelius Baasten 

5�A happy afternoon together for (l. to r.) Jean Griffin Baum, Julie Faturos 
Anderson, and Joan Regan Burt

5�Class of 1966 50th Anniversary Committee - (l. to r.) Joan Kennedy-Gunn, Jim 
Venezia, Lou Merola, Margaret Willeford O’Hara

5�Smiles all around for (l. to r.) Cornelius Baasten, Dennis Boyle, Jim Venezia, 
Charles Seested, and Anthony DiPace
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5�Jim Venezia carrying the gonfalon as he leads UC Class 
of 1966 into UC Class of 2016 Graduation

In September 1962, the first students of Union Catholic Girls High School and Union Catholic 

Boys High School walked through the doors of the not-yet-completed building at 1600 Martine 

Avenue. In 2016, those alumni became the first UC class to commemorate their 50th graduation 

anniversary. To celebrate this milestone, all members of the Class of 1966 were invited to 

participate in the Union Catholic 2016 commencement ceremony. The 30 alumni participants 

wore gold stoles emblazoned with the UC logo and the new 50th Graduation Anniversary logo. 

The alumni procession was led by the Class of 1966 50th Anniversary Committee members. 

Jim Venezia was the lead, carrying the gonfalon. Margaret Willeford O’Hara and Lou Merola 

carried yearbooks from Union Catholic Girls High School and Union Catholic Boys High School, 

respectively. Joan Kennedy-Gunn carried 1966 class rings from each of the schools.

Following graduation, a Class of 1966 reception was held at Shackamaxon Country Club in 

Scotch Plains. More than 50 classmates were in attendance, some traveling in from Delaware, 

Ohio and Texas. Yearbooks and memorabilia were on display as well as a video of nostalgic 

photos. Special guests included former faculty members: Sister Mary Immaculate, O.P., Sister 

Elizabeth Michael, O.P., Sister Gerarda, O.P., Sister Jonathan, O.P., Ms. Dorothy Obropta, Mrs. Bette 

Schnitzer, Father Carl Arico, and Father Michael Moran. 

The prayer that was offered for the class went as follows: Lord, We gather to celebrate and honor 

the Union Catholic Class of 1966, both those who are here today and those who are here with us 

in spirit. We ask your special blessings upon this historic class, the ones who opened the doors, 

who forged a path, who set the tone, who created and initiated and established, and who led the 

way. They charted a course that has empowered decades of UC students to learn and grow in a 

faith-based environment. Lord, continue to fill their lives with faith, love, health and happiness, 

and may they forever call UC “home.” Amen

This 50th graduation anniversary celebration will become an annual tradition to acknowledge 

each successive class.

CLASS OF 1966 CELEBRATES  
50TH ANNIVERSARY OF GRADUATION

5�Class of 1966 members and Sister Percylee Hart, RSM, prior to joining the commencement procession
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The technology plan at Union Catholic 

High School is a strategically-crafted fluid 

plan that makes it possible for the school 

to stay ahead of the curve when it comes 

to infusing faith-based education with 21st 

Century technological tools. As a result, 

great things are happening.

When Union Catholic High School made 

the unprecedented decision in 1997 to pilot 

a 1:1 learning environment with its laptop 

program, the school launched a remarkable 

journey that gave rise to a virtual revolution 

at 1600 Martine Avenue in Scotch Plains. 

Technology is employed to shape learning 

inside and outside of the classroom by 

providing hands-on experience that 

develops skills and educates students in the 

proper use of technology.

Within this structured technology 

environment, students and faculty work 

on tablets, laptops, smartphones and 

Smartboards in the classroom. Facilitating 

the community’s integration of 21st 

Century technology in the classroom is 

Canvas by Instructure, a cutting-edge 

Learning Management System (LMS) that 

connects the digital tools and resources 

teachers use into one simple place. It 

integrates seamlessly with hundreds of 

apps, empowering teachers and students 

with countless tools to make teaching 

and learning more engaging. Teachers use 

Canvas to post all homework assignments. 

The calendar feature syncs all course due 

dates into a central user calendar, meaning 

that students and parents are able to view 

all upcoming assignments for each class 

in one place. A course file repository is 

a central place where faculty can upload 

course files and link them to areas in 

the course. Discussion boards function 

as a space for virtual conversation and 

communication; online quizzes offer 

immediate results; and the digital drop 

box enables students to submit course 

assignments electronically through a central 

location.

Blended Learning – Best of Both 
Worlds 
Canvas makes it possible for UC to use a 

blended learning approach to instruction, 

combining face-to-face interaction with 

virtual education. Lectures, PowerPoint 

presentations, YouTube videos, Ted Talks 

and podcasts have a place alongside 

textbooks. Online discussion boards allow, 

and encourage, students to speak up in a 

way they might not if they had to raise their 

hands in the classroom.

“Discussion boards eliminate the fear of 

being wrong and foster deeper discussion,” 

explained Mrs. Marla James, Humanities 

teacher. “When 25 students are on one 

discussion board, it cultivates diversity in 

discussion and students come to appreciate 

the different insights that are shared.”

Canvas has enabled faculty members to 

archive their classes, thus, students are held 

more accountable for making up work that 

may have been missed when they were out 

of class. Teacher comments are archived 

directly on an assignment so students can 

refer back to understand what they need 

to do differently to improve their work on 

future assignments. 

“Students take hold of the lesson and 

create a meaningful conversation. Canvas 

has completely transformed classes. It 

makes student learning more exciting,” 

said Mr. Tim Breza, Humanities and 

Business teacher. He shared an example 

from his World Studies course. Mr. Breza 

incorporated videos and used polling 

questions to encourage students to broaden 

their thinking about Napoleon. Students 

responded by discovering and uploading 

their own clips, which made for lively 

classroom discussions.

Teachers like the flexibility of Canvas, as 

it allows them to accommodate different 

learning needs. For example, if a student 

needs more time to complete an assignment, 

that can be accommodated. If a student 

THE VIRTUAL REVOLUTION

Michael Eastman ’16 conducts a Livestream  
sound check with (l. to r.) Sean Dorcellus ’17,  
Bailey Ramirez ’16 and Jenna Falco ’17.
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learns better with visual media rather than 

written text, teachers can include both video 

and text in their assignment.

Even with the integration of online 

coursework, the face-to-face, in-classroom 

interaction is vital. “Social interaction is an 

important part of growth at this age,” said 

Mrs. James. “Students need to develop those 

skills and learn to communicate and interact 

effectively. That needs to be taught. It’s part 

of a well-rounded education.”

Virtual Library-Pathfinder-
NoodleTools 
A well-rounded education also requires 

students to understand how to properly 

use the vast resources available to them 

via the Internet, which has replaced library 

encyclopedias and books as students’ 

primary reference source. At UC, visiting 

alumni from the 1960s through 1990s are 

often surprised to see that the wooden 

shelving, racks and books that filled the 

library space on UC’s second floor have 

been replaced by tables, chairs and students 

busily working on tablets or collaborating 

on group projects. Today, UC’s library is 

completely online and always accessible to 

students.

Faculty member and Media Specialist Ms. 

Kathy Webber managed the evolution of 

the UC library to a virtual resource center 

that affords students and faculty access 

to college-level external resources such as 

the Gale Reference Library and Newspaper 

Collection, as well as the SIRS Database; 

and internal resources that include UC’s 

Documentation Handbook and NoodleTools. 

Freshmen receive training in using the 

online library and website resources so they 

know where to find authentic information 

about an essay topic or project. 

With Ms. Webber’s support, teachers use the 

Pathfinders to support research assignments 

for their students. Pathfinders helps teachers 

direct students to accurate websites, 

e-books, videos, databases and other sources 

that could be helpful in researching their 

assignments. In this way, explained Ms. 

Webber, students can create a “virtual cart” 

of resources.

NoodleTools is another feature within 

UC’s online library that supports student 

research by providing tools for note-

taking, outlining, citation, annotation 

and collaborative research and writing. 

NoodleTools offers students a proven way 

to organize their research, cite their sources 

properly and deliver a polished finished 

product.

Livestream (livestream.com/
unioncatholichs) 
Another powerful educational resource that 

connects members of the UC Community 

(which includes over 11,000 alumni) and 

the general public to the UC of today is the 

Livestream program. Livestream helps our 

school community answer the challenge 

of sharing the great news of UC with 

constituents near and far.

“The original vision was to make UCTV 

(Union Catholic Television— a morning 

news and announcement program) available 

to the outside world,” explained faculty 

member Mr. Mike McCabe, who supervises 

UCTV. “The plan was to broadcast live and 

archive the broadcasts.” This initiative 

launched in 2013.

With an investment in new equipment 

for September 2014, the original vision 

expanded to the point where UC now 

broadcasts (and archives) home athletic 

events as well as special events like 

graduation, concerts, academic awards 

nights, the annual Christmas Message, 

the Union Catholic Business Networking 

Luncheon and the State of the School 

Address.

A mobile “rack” unit on wheels allows UC’s 

Livestream to go anywhere on campus. In 

addition, there are six fixed cameras in the 

gym and one on the roof, where the camera 

records contests on UC’s turf field and track. 

“It’s very much a student-run effort,” 

explained Mr. McCabe, who trains students 

in the use of the Livestream technology. 

“Our program enables students to get hands-

on switching and production experience 

behind the camera, which is unusual at a 

high school level.”

Once Matthew Eastman ’16 started 

watching Livestream in his sophomore 

year, it prompted him to get involved in the 

programming. “Before Livestream, I was 

not one who enjoyed public speaking or 

even being in the spotlight. After I started 

with Livestream, that all changed. I now 

love talking to a crowd, giving speeches or 

being the leader of a group. My confidence 

grew tenfold after my Livestream experience 

began,” explained Matt.

“I also enjoyed working on the controls 

even though I had no prior experience. 

As time went on, I learned how to work 

them and become proficient. The skills I 

learned and gained at UC provided a huge 

foundation for college and for my future 

career. UC taught me to be myself and 

embrace it.”

The practical experience with Livestream 

is equally valuable in front of the camera. 

Student interest in broadcasting is exciting 

to see for faculty member Mr. Frank 

Araneo, whose Digital Journalism course 

is a magnet for students who want to 

develop interviewing, storytelling and news 

reporting skills.

“ Our [Livestream] program enables students 
to get hands-on switching and production 
experience behind the camera, which is 
unusual at a high school level.”

Class of 2018 students (l. to r.) Janessa Mendoza, Joshua 
Njoroge and Jake Mintel meet in the library/learning 
center to collaborate on a project.
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Student interest in Livestream has grown. 

“The Class of ‘16 was the first class that 

was involved with the program from its 

inception,” explained Mr. Araneo. “Students 

are on the air. They run the controls. The 

Class of ’16 took it to a whole new level.”

The first time Sean Dorcellus ’17 logged 

onto Livestream to watch a UC boys’ 

basketball game, he was hooked. “That 

night, I emailed Mr. Araneo asking for 

a chance on air. My first role on air was 

providing a eulogy of sorts for my idol, 

Stuart Scott, who passed away January 4, 

2015,” said Sean.

“What I enjoy most about being on camera 

and broadcasting is connecting the audience 

to the game. I really like knowing that there 

are people at home watching the game and, 

even if I’m not playing, I’m still a pretty big 

part of their viewing experience. I hope to 

be a professional broadcaster later in life, 

and I aspire to be this, in large part, because 

of Union Catholic.”

Looking forward, Union Catholic will 

continue to employ new technologies 

to strengthen the 21st Century learning 

experience of our students and give them 

a solid foundation for success in the real, 

spiritual and virtual worlds. Stay tuned.

The Canvas Learning Management System is 
so effective at facilitating anywhere anytime 
learning that, on January 25 and 26, 2016, while 
New Jersey was blanketed in snow, “UC’s doors 
were closed, but school was open thanks to our 
ability to deliver Virtual Learning Days (VLDs),” 
said Assistant Principal and Virtual Learning 
Coordinator Mrs. Noreen Korner Andrews.

Canvas allows courses to be available online 
and teachers’ use of the tools available in 
the Learning Management System grew 
exponentially in Year 2. Teachers are now able to 
assign virtually what would normally be assigned 
in the classroom, achieving an uninterrupted 
flow of coursework, which is the ultimate goal 
of VLDs.

Teachers expect students to participate fully in 
a VLD, which means that assignments must be 
completed. If an assignment is not completed, 
the student is marked “absent” and is required to 
make up the classwork that has been assigned. 
That classwork could include uploading and 
watching a video, reading an assignment or 
participating in a discussion board.

Feedback from teachers on the winter VLDs 
was very positive. UC teachers are committed 
to carrying the curriculum forward and that 

means posting rigorous assignments that usually 
include practice exercises and discussion board 
participation. When surveyed for their opinion 
and student reaction to the Virtual Learning 
Days, teachers had this to say:

“The VLDs were successful, and I worked out 
new deadlines for any student who had an issue 
completing the work either day. Most of the 
students who did not or could not complete the 
work did send me an email on the assignment 
date in order to explain, so this was nice to see.  
I think this is a great system we have in place.”  
Mrs. Kristen Angelo, faculty member

“What I really like about the VLD is that it’s a great 
change of pace. VLD is a natural change that is 
beyond the control of teachers, so students seem 
to take it better and it gives me the opportunity 
to allow them to think and learn on their own. 
Students accept the responsibility and they grow 
from it.” Mr. Jim Johnston, faculty member and 
Virtual High School instructor

NO MORE 
SNOW DAYS 
THANKS TO 

VIRTUAL 
LEARNING 

Excited freshmen unwrap their Lenovo tablets.

“ What I enjoy 
most about being 
on camera and 
broadcasting is 
connecting the 
audience to the 
game. I really like 
knowing that there 
are people at home 
watching…”
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Union Catholic has a solid 20-year track 

record of effectively employing technology 

to provide quality education in a faith-based 

environment. Our administration was eager 

to put this expertise to work beyond the 

boundaries of UC. We broke new ground 

in Catholic education in September 2014 

when we answered the challenge posed by 

Dr. Margaret Dames, Ed.D., Superintendent 

of Schools for the Archdiocese of Newark, 

and launched a Grade 6 through 16 Virtual 

Catholic School (VCS) that is elevating the 

academic rigor and recruiting power of 

urban Catholic elementary schools in the 

Archdiocese (m.unioncatholic.org/6-16/).

Going into Year 1, Union Catholic faculty 

members Ms. Kathy Webber and Mrs. Marla 

James wrote 15-week Research & Writing 

and Sociology courses for middle school 

students, infusing lessons with faith-based 

reflections. In 2014-15, UC collaborated with 

forward-thinking urban elementary school 

administrators and faculty members at The 

Academy of St. Joseph of the Palisades in 

West New York to deliver coursework in a 

blended learning format that uses virtual 

and face-to-face instruction. 

In 2015-16, Year 2 of VCS, UC expanded the 

program to include students at St. Augustine 

School in Union City. Last year, there were 

38 students enrolled in VCS between the 

two elementary schools. UC used diagnostic 

testing to measure student performance in 

Weeks 2 and 14. In Research & Writing, for 

example, students scored an average grade 

of 59 on the Week 2 baseline test; that 

average grade rose to 81 by Week 14. This 

testing provided validation of the success of 

the blended learning approach for teachers 

and students.

Students liked the weekly faith-based 

reflections, the goal of which is to deepen 

their Catholic faith and spirituality. 

Throughout both courses, teachers learned 

that students enjoy the online discussion 

boards, which allow them to consider 

what they want to say before 

they say it: as a result, the 

discussion boards reflect 

more formal and thoughtful 

language from the students.

In 2016-17, Year 3 of VCS, 

Algebra I is being piloted  

with select elementary school 

eighth graders as a full, 30-

week course. VCS will also 

expand at the high school 

level. UC students can earn 

college credit from St.  

Thomas Aquinas College 

(STAC) as students enroll in 

online English 101 and 102, 

both courses created by  

Mrs. James.  

“Our 6-16 Virtual Catholic 

School offers something that 

no other virtual school model 

offers, a seamless transition 

from middle school to high 

school to college education 

that is infused with Catholic 

social teaching,” explained 

Assistant Principal and Virtual 

Learning Coordinator Mrs. Noreen Korner 

Andrews. “Our learning model stands apart 

from others.”

Stimulating Students’ Appetite 
for Programming 
Within the VCS framework, Union Catholic 

students and VCS partner school students 

have an opportunity to virtually explore the 

exciting world of computer programming 

with elective courses that include Web 

Design, Introduction to Programming 1 & 

2, and The Internet of Everything, which is 

hosted by Cisco Networking Academy.

All four of these electives are also available 

to UC students. Students physically come 

to faculty member Mr. Jim Johnston’s 

classroom, but the course is fully online and 

their work is done independently.

Mr. Johnston wrote the introductory web 

design and programming courses. “The 

availability of these courses through VCS 

offer elementary schools the opportunity to 

strengthen their curricula without having 

to add a technology teacher to staff,” he 

explained. “These technology courses make 

sense for students who are ready for more 

rigorous work than an elementary school 

can traditionally provide.”

 

6-16 VIRTUAL CATHOLIC SCHOOL
YEAR 3 

Mrs. Marla James, faculty member, introduces students in the 6-16 Virtual 
Catholic School to the basics of Sociology.
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Union Catholic is proud to introduce a 

new STEM Department to the academic 

arena that combines Science, Technology, 

Engineering and Mathematics. The 

department was formed during the 2015-

2016 school year under the direction of 

Associate Principal Ms. Karen Piasecki ‘88.  

While aspects of engineering are 

incorporated into other subjects, engineering 

has its own distinguished set of courses in 

the 2016-2017 school year with a full-

year honors level course, Engineering: 

Innovation and Design, and two semester 

robotics courses. In Engineering: Innovation 

and Design, students will learn the 

Engineering Design Process; this allows 

creators, innovators and inventors to 

record and organize their thoughts in 

engineering notebooks that track the 

day’s accomplishments, design sketches, 

decision matrices, cost analyses and test 

results. Intro to Robotics is a beginner’s 

course for students with little to no robotics 

experience. Robotics 1 will be offered 

to students who have taken the Intro to 

Robotics or have sufficient knowledge in 

order to study more advanced techniques 

and analyze problem-solving challenges. 

These three classes are designed to expand 

students’ horizons and provide opportunities 

to apply mathematical thinking, science 

skills, creativity and social justice to real-

world situations. 

The futuristic idea of introducing robots into 

the halls of Union Catholic came from the 

imagination of math teacher Ms. Samantha 

Scutieri ’98. “I have been playing with the 

idea of creating a makerspace for robotics 

for a couple of years, but wasn’t sure how, 

or even if, I should make it into reality,” 

she recalled. A makerspace is a physical 

space where students can come together to 

create, invent and learn as a group. After 

Ms. Scutieri received her first robotics kits 

at the beginning of the 2015-16 school year, 

she intended to use them in her existing 

math classes. But upon seeing the robot’s 

capabilities, two students, Christopher 

Miranda ’16 and Philip Silva ’19, approached 

Ms. Scutieri about creating a Robotics Club. 

With excitement mounting from the student 

body, Ms. Scutieri began to see that this was 

the start of something special. 

The Robotics Club quickly gained popularity 

at UC and attracted the attention of 

prospective students and families. As word 

spread about the new robotics program, Ms. 

Scutieri attended an engineering workshop 

hosted by the Archdiocese of Newark 

Superintendent for Catholic Schools, Dr. 

Margaret Dames, Ed.D., who shared her 

interest in expanding STEM offerings, 

particularly engineering courses. Despite 

growth in the STEM movement, a pattern 

had emerged: only a small percentage of 

college-bound high school students were 

considering a career in STEM fields, while 

the number of STEM jobs was steadily 

increasing with each passing year.  

Dr. Dames arranged for Ms. Ann Kaiser, 

of ProjectEngin, to share the Engineering 

Design Process, to work with workshop 

A FUTURISTIC APPROACH 
STEM Classes Bring Engineering Skills and Robots into the Halls of Union Catholic 
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attendees on developing course topics 

and projects, and to show attendees how 

to properly assess student learning. “The 

underlying message at these workshops is 

that engineering is not just about building 

something. More importantly, it’s about the 

design process, the prototyping and testing. 

It’s about the journey, not the destination,” 

Ms. Scutieri reflected. 

As for the work of the Robotics Club, its 

initial goals involved taking pre-designed 

projects that others have shared and 

recreating them, learning things about the 

building process along the way. Robotics 

Club members also made adjustments 

to programs to change the robot to act 

on command. Other times, they made a 

challenge for themselves and solved it. 

For example, at the beginning of the year, 

students set out to build a robot that would 

emulate aspects of a dump truck, and 

designed it to move like one. Once they 

were done, the students spent hours running 

it up and down the hallway, relishing in 

their creation. 

In the spring of 2016, the students embarked 

on their most ambitious project to date. 

Principal Sister Percylee Hart, RSM called 

upon the club to design a robotic Viking 

head for UC that will effectively serve as the 

mascot of the Robotics Club. Students set 

their ambitions high and aspired to create 

a robot with motors to move the eyes back 

and forth. When other motors move the 

jaw, they want the robot to say “Vikings!” 

Students work with a program called 

Lego Digital Designer that allows them to 

digitally build the structure. The program 

then creates the instructions students need 

to follow to build the robot with real Lego 

bricks.

Looking ahead to her engineering courses, 

Ms. Scutieri is busy planning for an 

enriching and rigorous year.  Engineering: 

Innovation and Design will focus on a 

new theme each marking period while 

continuously using the Engineering 

Design Process. This same process will be 

instrumental in the robotics courses.

Some of the projects outlined in the 

engineering syllabus include designing and 

building safe rollercoasters, creating new 

candy molds in Tinkercad for Sister Alice 

Yohe’s Morningstar Chocolates Company, 

and designing how a family might live and 

work underwater someday. 

In the Intro to Robotics course, the class 

will work with the Lego Mindstorms 

products and education resources to 

learn how to build effective structures 

that perform on command. Students will 

develop an understanding of how to use 

programming to inform the sensors and 

motors to move and recognize colors, 

distance, etc.

“I see Robotics as a challenge-based class 

where students will be presented with a 

scenario, then have to build a robot and 

program it to solve this challenge. I have 

incorporated many ideas from other robotics 

teachers, including the awesome Dr. Damian 

Kee, and I am looking to include FIRST Lego 

League and FIRST Tech Challenge projects, 

too,” Ms. Scutieri said excitedly. 

Ms. Scutieri sees many possibilities to 

collaborate with her UC colleagues to 

create a cross-curricular, multi-platform 

environment for the students. “I think I 

will find myself collaborating with Mrs. 

Donna Hofmann, physics teacher, because 

of the physical science aspects, but I would 

like to leave the engineering course open 

to topic changes and work with chemistry 

and biology topics 

as the course 

progresses in the 

coming years. 

Furthermore, I’ll 

be able to consult 

with Mrs. Melissa 

Tooker Yezo ’00, 

environmental 

science teacher, 

regarding ‘water’ 

aspects.” 

The engineering 

courses will 

introduce exciting new technological tools 

to give students hands-on experience. “I 

plan on bringing the 3D printer into the 

engineering course and would love to 

find ways to print items for the robotics 

class to help with challenges. I am also 

including Arduinos and e-textiles in the 

course which should further spark student 

interest and enthusiasm,” Ms. Scutieri said. 

Another goal is to add “Makey-Makeys” to 

the engineering course to provide students 

with more ways to measure roller coaster 

capabilities. A Makey-Makey is an invention 

kit for the 21st Century that is used to 

turn everyday objects into touchpads and 

connect them with the Internet. 

Reflecting on the importance of these 

new initiatives in promoting 21st Century 

learning, Ms. Scutieri said, “Our world is 

changing faster than it used to, and perhaps 

faster than we ever imagined that it would. 

In that, we have no idea what we may be 

preparing our students for as part of their 

future. Does the job they will have when 

they are 35 even exist right now in 2016? 

I think most of us can agree that we will 

need knowledge of technology in order to 

be successful.” 

Philip Silva ’19 (l.) and Christopher Miranda ’16 (r.) were 
the student founders of the Robotics Club at UC.



It took 13 years, but 

a dream came true 

for retired Assistant 

Principal Michael 

Marotti with the 

summer construction 

of an elevator at Union 

Catholic High School. 

As the ribbon was cut 

and the doors opened 

for passengers for 

the first time in October, the UC elevator 

launched a new era in accessibility at 1600 

Martine Avenue.

An educator for 34 years, Mr. Marotti 

had a concern that Catholic education 

was becoming less accessible for children 

with different learning styles and for 

children with mobility issues. “We needed 

to be aiming to make Catholic education 

universal, to educate as many different 

children as possible, including gifted 

students, students with average abilities and 

students with special needs.

“My feeling was, ‘why not at UC?’ Why not 

give every student the opportunity to learn 

from such a fantastic faculty? UC teachers 

work every single day to make this school 

great. That was my kernel of an idea,” 

explained Mr. Marotti.

UC’s Freshman Foundations Program, 

created in 2011 (see p. 23), has its roots in 

the Remedial Program, which was founded 

in 1996. Soon after UC launched the 

original program, Mr. Marotti received a 

letter from a prospective student who could 

have greatly benefitted from the support 

that UC offered through this initiative. 

The challenge was that the student used a 

wheelchair and needed an elevator to access 

the second floor of the building.

“This student was the perfect example of the 

kind of student that UC wanted to be able to 

educate, but couldn’t because we didn’t have 

something as ‘simple’ as an elevator,” he 

recalled. When Mr. Marotti retired in 2003, 

he donated his retirement gifts to create an 

elevator fund at Union Catholic.

“The elevator serves to honor Mr. 

Marotti’s ideals of a UC education which 

is universally accessible,” said Associate 

Principal Ms. Karen Piasecki ’88, who 

managed the elevator project. “Making 

Mr. Marotti’s vision a reality is something 

special for those of us who had the 

privilege to work with him. The elevator 

is a permanent reminder of Mr. Marotti’s 

unwavering dedication and support given so 

selflessly to the entire UC Community.”

Plaque Dedication 

Dedicated to 
Michael Marotti, a 

compassionate, humble 
and generous visionary 
who dreamed of a day 
when Union Catholic 
would be accessible to 

every student
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GOING UP?
A Dream Comes True

Elevator Installation Timeline

       September/October
4Project complete   4Michael Marotti plaque installation   4Ribbon cutting (photo top right)

       February
4Prepare space for demolition
4Acquire permits

       March
4�Relocate Student Support 

Services 
4Excavate pit 

         April
4Prepare electric for elevator 
4Relocate pipes in pit

       May
4Relocate Media Center 
4Pour concrete slab in pit 

       June
4Prepare shaft 
4Design future Media Center 
4Cut into floor in Library

       July
4Relocate Hall of Fame Wall 
4Shaft construction

       August
4Hallway redesign  
4Elevator installation

Celebrating the dedication of the Michael Marotti 
Elevator are (l. to r.) Principal Sister Percylee Hart, RSM; 
Mr. Michael Marotti, retired Assistant Principal; Ms. Karen 
Piasecki ‘88, Assistant Principal; and Mr. Art Ryan, Chair 
of the Physical Plant Committee.

Mr. Michael Marotti, 
retired Assistant 
Principal and faculty 
member 
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In October 2015, a Visiting Team appointed 

by the Middle States Association of 

Colleges and Schools (MSA) spent four days 

evaluating Union Catholic. 

The Visiting Team was guided by the 

self-study, which UC engaged in during 

the 2014-15 school year, using the MSA 

protocol “Excellence by Design.” The UC 

team, led by Internal Coordinators Mrs. 

Noreen Korner Andrews, Assistant Principal, 

and Mrs. Barbara Dellanno, Academic 

& Faith Formation Dean, consisted of 

administrators, faculty and staff members. 

Together, they facilitated the entire UC 

Community in the development of the 

three foundation documents: the current 

Mission Statement, Beliefs Statement, and 

the newly-designed Profile of the Graduate. 

All are public documents and are available 

in the “About UC” section of the UC website 

homepage.

The purpose of the MSA visit was to affirm 

what UC is doing and planning on doing 

in the next seven years to move the school 

forward in realizing its mission and vision. 

“I could not be prouder of the way 

our students, parents, faculty, staff, 

administrators and School Consultative 

Board members presented themselves during 

the Middle States Evaluation team visit,” 

said Sister Percylee Hart, RSM, Principal. 

“The team was justifiably impressed with 

the spirit of community, faith-based 

environment and educational excellence 

that characterize our school every day.”

The visit concluded with the Team Chair 

informing the school’s stakeholders that 

the team would be recommending to the 

Middle States Commission on Elementary 

and Secondary Schools that Union Catholic 

be reaccredited.

The Team Chair’s oral report and the team’s 

final written report were brimming with 

outstanding commendations for Union 

Catholic. 

On May 2016, Union Catholic received 

“Official Notice of Middle States 

Accreditation” for the period May 1, 2016 to 

May 1, 2023. In his letter to the school, the 

MSA President, Henry G. Cram Ed.D., 

commended UC for continuing “to be 

among the schools throughout the world 

that meet the internationally recognized 

standards of quality of the Middle States 

Association of Colleges and Schools,” the 

Gold Standard of school accreditation.

 
Following are a few 
highlights from the  
Visiting Team’s report:
4�“The school has positioned itself at the 

forefront of education and Catholic education 
through implementing new strategic methods 
of education, especially through technological 
innovations.”

4�� “Activities, programs, and dedicated resources 
all point towards the school’s Mission and 
Statement of Beliefs. Clearly, the school 
practices what it preaches.” 

4��“The vast number of volunteer works and 
charitable causes championed by the 
students and club moderators over the years 
demonstrates the school’s spirit of outreach, 
which also supports the school’s Catholic 
identity.”

4��“The school has implemented six levels 
of learning to provide every student the 
possibility of becoming the best version of 
himself or herself.” 

4�  “All members of the school community report 
that the unique extensive use of technology 
at Union Catholic gives students an advantage 
when they begin college.” 

UNION CATHOLIC EARNS GLOWING  
MIDDLE STATES REACCREDITATION

Middle States Associatation Internal Coordinators Assistant 
Principal Mrs. Noreen Korner Andrews (l.) and Academic and  
Faith-Formation Dean Mrs. Barbara Dellanno (r.)  
with Principal Sister Percylee Hart, RSM



They work quietly behind the scenes, but 

just as “America runs on Dunkin’,” Union 

Catholic would be hard-pressed to run 

without the hard work and dedication of our 

maintenance and custodial staffs. Alumni 

from decades past, as well as visitors, 

regularly comment on how well-kept, how 

clean and how great the school building 

and grounds look every single day. UC has 

several people to thank.

Bill Bowman laughed 

when reminded of 

Sister Percylee’s first 

impression of him 

during a blizzard when 

he arrived on campus 

to plow. Sister was 

shoveling outside the 

side entrance to the convent when she 

caught sight of a figure trudging through 

the snow. “With the light shining behind 

him, and the snow swirling, he was like a 

giant archangel coming toward me,” recalled 

Sister. 

At the time, UC needed more maintenance 

support. Mr. Bowman had two children 

entering college, so he took advantage of the 

opportunity to take on a new job in addition 

to running his own business, Bowman 

Landscaping & Tree Service. Bowman 

Landscaping is responsible for the planting 

on UC’s campus as well as tree work.

“It was supposed to be a short-term thing,” 

he said. “Fifteen years later, here I am. I like 

it here. I like the people. It’s comfortable.” 

Mr. Bowman is especially proud of the paver 

pathways that he and his sons, Billy and 

Tyler, created the Viking Pathway at the 

entrance to the gym and the Shakespeare 

Garden Pathway at the entrance to  

the auditorium. 

Fernando and Rosie De Oliveira emigrated 

to the United States from Brazil in 1999, 

working 

long days 

cleaning 

houses 

to make 

a living 

for their 

family. 

They have three children, Fernando, Jr., 

Paula and Paolo. Mrs. De Oliveira had been 

a stay-at-home mom in Brazil, but that was 

not an option in the U.S. 

A talented soccer player, their son Paulo 

wanted to play for Union Catholic. The De 

Oliveiras and Paolo met with Principal Sister 

Percylee Hart, RSM. Sister offered Rosie 

and Fernando the opportunity to join UC’s 

custodial staff. The positions would mean 

more time at home with their family and 

make it possible for their son Paolo to attend 

UC. Rosie and Fernando began working at 

UC in 2001. Mrs. De Oliveira was concerned 

about the language barrier, but Sister 

Percylee re-assured her. Mrs. De Oliveira 

remembered Sister saying, “Words aren’t 

important. Just smile.”

“From that time, UC became a second 

home,” explained Mr. De Oliveira.  The De 

Oliveiras are grateful for the security their 

UC jobs provided because it allowed them 

to take care of their family and to become 

homeowners. “We like coming to work,” he 

added. “We believe God put UC in our lives.”

Ray Lowrey was  

recruited to join the 

custodial staff at UC 

by Sister Irma Gazzillo, 

SSJ, whom most know 

as a dedicated teacher 

and music lover rather 

than a human  

resource specialist.

Mr. Lowrey is a parishioner at Immaculate 

Heart of Mary Church, located across the 

street from UC, and regularly attends 5:30 

Mass on Saturday evenings. He got to 

talking with Sister Irma after Mass one 

evening in 2011 as his retirement from 

the New York City Sanitation Department 

was quickly approaching; he was looking 

for a new job after 20 years. Sister Irma 

mentioned there might be an opening at UC. 

Mr. Lowrey recalled, “I had a good feeling 

coming out of church that night.”  

Mr. Lowrey is now in his seventh year at 

Union Catholic.

“What keeps me at UC is the familial 

atmosphere, which UC has provided since 

day one,” Mr. Lowrey said. “I have grown to 

feel like I’m a family member more than just 

an employee. The most rewarding part of my 

work is preparing extra-curricular events for 

the students. I hope to make their four years 

here full of fun, faith and lifelong memories 

as they prepare for their future endeavors.”

Keith Nunes is the newest member of  

UC’s custodial staff.  

He works the 2:30 p.m. 

to 10:00 p.m. shift 

Monday through Friday 

after spending the first 

part of his day doing 

landscape construction. 

Mr. Nunes heard that 

UC was looking for an additional custodian 

from faculty member Ms. Lisa Kawalec ’81 

at his mother, Lynne’s, retirement party in 

June 2015. 

It has taken some time to get used to his 

new responsibilities, but Mr. Nunes enjoys 

following in his mother’s footsteps as a 

member of the UC Community. “The nicest 

thing,” he explained, “is working with so 

many of the same people my mom worked 

with. Everyone has been very nice and  

very helpful.”

HARD WORK AND DEDICATED SERVICE DEFINE
THE UC CUSTODIAL AND MAINTENANCE STAFF
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The program has existed for 20 years, but 

became known by the name Freshman 

Foundations in 2011. Its primary goal is 

to help academically struggling students 

build a strong skill foundation so they can 

succeed in high school and continue on 

to college. Each year, a limited number of 

students are accepted into the program. 

Students receive individualized attention 

in small class settings and work at a pace 

that is right for them. The program is filled 

each year because of its reputation and its 

success; students completing the Freshman 

Foundations Program have a 100% college 

acceptance rate.

As Director of School Counseling Mrs.

Jennifer Dixon emphasized, the Freshman 

Foundations program is not a “forever” 

program. Upon completion of the freshman 

year program, students may continue in 

foundations classes or may be recommended 

to move to some or all higher level 

courses based on the student’s academic 

performance and strengths. Through the 

foundations classes, students learn effective 

organizational, writing, and study skills 

that will be used throughout their lives, 

empowering them with the tools for lifelong 

success.

In addition, learning classified students 

attend sUCcess and non-classified students 

attend Study Skills, both classes that provide 

additional support and resources to students 

multiple times a week. “I learned I have to 

do a better job with the work I hand in and 

how to organize my classwork,” noted Devin 

Ayala ’16. “sUCcess strengthened my study 

skills and prepared me for what college 

throws at me.”

Nick Birritteri ’16 said, “The support from 

the teachers [in the foundations program] 

was unbelievable. They were by your side 

the whole way. If they saw you having 

trouble, they came over and helped you.” 

He added, “If the teachers see you excel in 

a class, they talk to your school counselor.” 

The teachers and school counselor on the 

Freshman Foundations team meet weekly to 

closely monitor student progress and discuss 

strategies to optimize individual student 

success.

“I am attending Montclair University and 

majoring in Athletic Training,” said Imani 

Jackson ’16. “Throughout my four years at 

Union Catholic, I became more organized 

and I learned how to advocate for myself. 

The foundations program helped me to build 

my confidence and allowed me to really 

succeed in high school.”

The Union Catholic  
Freshman Foundations 
program is a fluid  
support system that  
serves as a stepping stone 
for students with special 
learning needs, teaching 
them skills to achieve  
academic excellence.

WHAT DO PROGRAM ALUMNI 
AND PARENTS HAVE TO SAY?
Donna and Otto Isidron,  
Parents of Class of 2014 student 
Matthew loved and enjoyed being in the program. 
He never felt any different from the other 
students in the school. He developed relationships 
with the staff and always felt comfortable to go 
to them if he needed to. As a freshman, we were in 
constant contact with his counselor and teachers. 
But by sophomore year, Matthew learned to get 
things done on his own with help, if he needed 
it, from the Center for sUCcess Program. Our 
objective was to get our son to that point where 
we were less and less involved—allowing him to 
do his work on his own with minimal supervision.

Alyssa Calixto ’08 
I’m going to be honest, freshman year was 
a bit rough for me - new environment, more 
responsibility - but with the amazing support 
system here at Union Catholic, I was able to 
push through and succeed. My teachers NEVER 
let me give up. They were with me every step of 
the way and for that, I am forever thankful. This 
May, I graduated with my master’s in counseling, 
specializing in school counseling and clinical 
mental health. Who would have ever thought?

Donnie and Robin Days,  
Parents of Class of 2015 student 
Donnae has always struggled with math due 
to her asthma, which caused her to miss a lot 
of school during the formative years when the 
bedrock principles of multiplication and division 
were taught. She was always playing catch up. 
This was exacerbated by the fact that, in the 
second half of the year, the public schools were 
concentrating on the Standardized Testing and 
very little time was given to struggling kids 
needing extra help. The [Freshman Foundations] 
program met and exceeded our expectations. 
Class size, teacher availability, pace and extra 
help allowed her catch up.

Megan Weber ’10 
The Freshman Foundations program [gave me] 
the skills I needed to succeed in college. Through 
the program, I gained self-esteem and self-
confidence. I learned study skills and how to 
prepare for a test. The Freshman Foundations 
program allowed me to receive extra assistance 
when I didn’t understand something and the 
information was then presented in a different 
format. I recently received my bachelor’s degree 
from the College of St. Elizabeth with high honors 
and I am currently working as a special education 
teacher teaching 4th grade.

BUILDING A UNIQUE FOUNDATION

Seven years ago, UC made a commitment to build 
permanent classrooms in the library to house Union 
County Educational Services Commission (UCESC) 
employees providing support services. This space is 
now called UC’s “Center for sUCcess.” Nick Birritteri ’16 
(pictured) took full advantage of the Center for sUCcess 
during his time at UC. 
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Two Union Catholic seniors participated 

in the Young Entrepreneurs Academy 

(YEA!), through the Greater Westfield 

Area Chamber of Commerce (GWACC), 

and created their own businesses. YEA “is 

a groundbreaking educational program 

that takes students in grades six through 

twelve through the process of starting and 

running real businesses over the course 

of a full academic year” (gwaccnj/yea-

young-entrepreneurs-academy.com). The 

experience taught them more than just how 

to sell a product.

Taylor Salomon ‘16 and Dan Graciano ‘16 

were both intrigued by the YEA! experience 

when someone from the GWACC presented 

the program to their business class in fall 

2015. YEA! is a 30-week program that helps 

students transform a business idea into 

an enterprise that creates value. It gives 

students the opportunity to write a business 

plan, pitch to potential investors, obtain 

funding, and launch their company or social 

movement. Students learn about the process 

of operating a business, see real-world 

adaptations of entrepreneurial ideas through 

field trips and lectures, and eventually 

present their business plans to an investor 

panel, much like the show Shark Tank.

Dan noted that one of the most important 

lessons he learned from YEA! is that not 

every idea is a viable business. His business, 

Stop & Save, which sells lighted and 

reflective dog collars, was actually not his 

and his partner’s first idea. Yet, it is one 

that they committed to and one that earned 

second place at the investor panel. Dan 

pointed out that the inspiration behind his 

business is that the collars help both dogs 

and humans stay safe. Even with reflective 

gear, a dog/dog-walker can usually only be 

seen by a driver once he/she is in the car’s 

headlights. Dan knew something more was 

needed.

“We got twice the funding we were looking 

for at the investor panel,” Dan said. “We 

were asking for the amount it would cost 

to make 50 dog collars.” The pair received 

$650 from the panel. The additional funds 

helped Dan and his partner make more 

“start-up” dog collars to sell at Westfield’s 

Spring Fling on May 1, an annual street 

fair where YEA! participants showcase and 

sell their products. Dan planned to present 

his product to local pet stores and small pet 

boutique shops before looking to engage 

larger stores like Petco. More information 

about Stop & Save can be found at Dan’s 

website, stopandsavecollar.com.

Taylor’s business, Peep My Kickz, was 

an online service selling limited edition 

sneakers popularized by celebrities and 

athletes. Customers had the option to buy 

new or used sneakers. The business included 

unlimited access to buy, sell, and trade 

sneakers. Taylor served as the CTO (Chief 

Technology Officer) of the business, and 

her partner, whom she met through the 

academy, served as the CEO (Chief Executive 

Officer). 

Taylor recently returned to UC to share 

with Mr. Breza that the skills she acquired 

through YEA served her well and have 

positioned her for two exciting college 

internship opportunities.

UC STUDENTS CREATE THEIR OWN BUSINESSES

Right: Pictured (l. to r.) at the Investor Panel 
Presentation are Taylor Salomon ‘16, School Counselor 
Mr. Mike Conte, Faculty member Mr. Tim Breza, and 
Daniel Graciano ‘16.

Below Left: Dan Graciano ‘16 shows off his website for 
Stop & Save, which sells lighted and reflective  
dog collars.

Below Right: Taylor Salomon ‘16 created the business, 
Peep My Kickz, an online retailer that sold new and used 
limited edition sneakers.
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5 Moderator Joe Connolly of WCBS Newsradio 880 had 
a plethora of useful tips and insights to share. 

5 Pictured (l. to r.) Joe Connolly, WCBS Radio 880 
business reporter; Loraine Kasprzak, Advantage 
Marketing Consulting, Westfield, NJ; Sister Percylee 
Hart, RSM; Susan Kessel, Chatham Print & Design, 
Chatham, NJ; and Joseph Montes, The Red Cadillac, 
Union, NJ

5 Allie Whitefleet ’08 attended the event as a 
representative for Habitat for Humanity in Plainfield.

5 Pictured (l. to r.) are Tom Laudati, partner, Summit Information Systems; Sister Percylee Hart, 
RSM; Joe Connolly, WCBS Radio 880 business reporter; and Scott Jones, UC parent and partner, 
Summit Information Systems, title sponsor of UCBNL.

5 Dan Graciano ’16, a member of Mr. Tim Breza’s 
Business class and participant in The Chamber of 
Commerce Young Entrepreneurs Academy (YEA!), 
shared his Stop & Save lighted and reflective dog 
collar with Joe Connolly, WCBS Radio 880 business 
reporter.

5 With Sister Percylee Hart, RSM and Joe Connolly, 
WCBS Radio 880 business reporter are: (top l. to r.) 
Jeffrey Schneider, Rian Andrews, Anthony Mero and 
Jody Weinberg (seated) of Two River Community 
Bank, UCBNL sponsors.

5 Attendees (l. to r.) Gabby Sluka ’16, Julia Nowicki ’16, Trae Robinson ’16 and Russ Yarem, Caine & 
Webber, pause during the networking session at UCBNL.

5 UC students, like Shayla Benson ’16, networked with 
local business owners at UCBNL. 

UC BUSINESS NETWORKING LUNCHEON (UCBNL)
Discussing trends. Discovering new ideas. Establishing relationships.

The second annual UCBNL was held on April 19 at Shackamaxon Country Club, featuring spirited networking and a lively panel 
discussion moderated by Joe Connolly, WCBS Newsradio 880 business reporter. The panelists included Loraine Kasprzak, founder and 
managing director of Advantage Marketing Consulting Services in Westfield, NJ; Susan Kessel, general manager and sales manager of 
Chatham Print & Design in Chatham, NJ; and Joseph Montes, owner and restaurateur at The Red Cadillac in Union, NJ. 

Title sponsor of the event was Summit Information Systems. Other sponsors included Bus Stop Repair Shop, Stephen DiPierno/MetLife, 
Shackamaxon Country Club and Two River Community Bank.

Join us for the next UCBNL on April 25, 2017.
For more information, contact Susan Dyckman at (908) 889-1600, ext. 309  
or email development@unioncatholic.org
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UC Track Phenom
Sydney McLaughlin’s
ROAD TO RIO
“Celebrating one of our own” 
Sydney McLaughlin ’17 chose Union Catholic to receive a quality education in a 

faith-based environment and to run for a powerful track & field program.  She 

followed in the footsteps of siblings Morgan ’12 and Taylor ’15 and her brother 

Ryan is Class of ’19. Even as a freshman, Sydney demonstrated an exceptional 

talent that quickly caught the attention of her coaches. Sydney began breaking 

records that very first year, launching a remarkable journey that took her to  

Rio de Janeiro for the 2016 Olympic Games.

“ Sister Percylee says it all the 
time. We just have to do what 
we can do best, use what 
God gave us, because I think, 
sometimes, we don’t see it in 
ourselves. We don’t see the 
potential, but we have people 
here to help us, the teachers, 
the coaches, each other.” 

SYDNEY MCLAUGHLIN ’17,  
U.S. OLYMPIAN,  

GATORADE NATIONAL  
FEMALE ATHLETE OF THE YEAR 
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New Balance National 
Championships, NC: 
Shatters national high school 
and American Junior records by 
winning 400H for third straight 
year in 54.64 seconds

U.S. Junior  
National  
Championships, CA: 
Wins 400H in 54.54 
seconds

Opening round 
400H at U.S.  
Olympic Trials, OR: 
Finishes first in 55.46 
seconds

Semifinal round 
400H at U.S.  
Olympic Trials, OR: 
Finishes first in 55.23 
seconds

4Gatorade National 
Female Athlete of the 
Year: Olympic Gold Medalist 
Allyson Felix presents Sydney 
with the award

32016  
ESPY Awards: 
As Gatorade 
National Female 
Athlete of the Year, 
Sydney attends the 
ESPY Awards

3Welcome Home: Sydney, 
Sister Percylee Hart, RSM, and 
Taylor McLaughlin ’15 at  
Newark International Airport, 
where Sydney’s classmates,  
faculty and administrators gave 
her a warm welcome

4UC Press  
Conference: 
National and local 
media meet with 
Sydney in the UC 
gymnasium

3U.S. Olympic 
Qualifiers 400H:  
Sydney, Ashley Spencer (c.)  
and Dalilah Muhammad (r.)  
Sydney becomes youngest  
member of 2016 U.S. Olympic 
Track & Field Team at age 16

“ There are approximately 320 
million people in the United 
States. Only three people 
qualified to represent our 
country in the women’s 400m 
hurdles in Rio de Janeiro. This 
truly makes Sydney one in a 
hundred million.” 

MS. KAREN PIASECKI ’88, ASSOCIATE PRINCIPAL 
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3Stage House 
viewing party:  
UC Community reacts as  
Sydney qualifies for  
Olympic Games
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5TV Interview with NBC’s  
“Sunday Today” Host Willie Geist

3Rio de Janeiro: Union Catholic Hurdles 
Coach Luiz Cartagena (l.), Sydney McLaughlin 
and Head Track & Field Coach Mike McCabe

6Opening round of 400H at  
Olympic Games: Sydney fans pack UC 
gymnasium and Olympic Village as she advances 
to semifinals in 56.32 seconds

Semifinal round  
of 400H in Rio:  
Runs 56.22 seconds to 

place fifth

“ She has a gift. My job is to encourage her and try 
to make that separation between track and family 
life; and give her a safe haven.”

MR. WILLIE MCLAUGHLIN, FATHER OF SYDNEY MCLAUGHLIN 

3Rio de Janeiro:  
Mary McLaughlin, Sydney and  
Willie McLaughlin

Sydney’s 17th 
birthday 

August
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5Sydney speaks to the  
UC student body at the 
Recognition Assembly.

“The world better 
be ready in 2020.” 

HEAD TRACK & FIELD COACH  
MR. MIKE MCCABE 

“ You’re more than just a 
classmate, you’re a friend  
and the most humble person  
I know. Thank you for giving 
us a summer that we will 
never forget.” 

SEAN DORCELLUS ‘17, STUDENT COUNCIL PRESIDENT  

“Sydney is blessed with a strong 
support network of family, friends, 
coaches and teachers. The entire UC 
Community stands behind her, united 
in prayer and pride, confident that 
Sydney will continue to grow her 
talent and become all God calls her 
to be.” 

SISTER PERCYLEE HART, RSM, PRINCIPAL  

“ Not only did you 
distinguish yourself in the 
Archdiocese of Newark, 
but in all Catholic schools 
throughout the United 
States. You have in many 
ways made us all proud.” 

DR. MARGARET DAMES, ED.D.,  
SUPERINTENDENT FOR CATHOLIC SCHOOLS,  

ROMAN CATHOLIC ARCHDIOCESE OF NEWARK 

 

A Visit to the White House:  
Sydney had the privilege of meeting  
President Barack Obama with her  
fellow Olympians

September

3New banner hangs proudly: 
Unveiled in UC gymnasium during Sydney’s 
recognition assembly
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UC’S STELLAR ATHLETES 
Twelve members of the Class of ‘16 signed to play collegiate-level sports. A UC WOW!

5 Perry Christie (pictured with members of his family, Sister 
Percylee, and Coach Mike McCabe) signed with Rutgers 
University’s (New Brunswick, NJ) DI Track & Field program.

5 Victoria Isidron (pictured with her parents) signed with 
Salisbury University’s (Salisbury, MD) DIII Track & Field 
program.

5 Patrick Sesta (pictured with his mother, Coach Jim 
Reagan, Sister Percylee, and Coach Tim Breza) signed with 
Alvernia University’s (Reading, PA) DIII Baseball program.

5 Lea Gurval signed with Emerson College’s (Boston, MA) 
DIII Softball program.

5 Asia Johnson (pictured with her parents, Athletic Director 
Jim Reagan, Sister Percylee, and Coach Mike McCabe) 
signed with Hampton University’s (Hampton, VA) DI Track 
& Field program.

5 Bishop Williams (pictured with members of his family, 
Sister Percylee, and Coach Mike McCabe) signed with 
Nyack College’s (Nyack, NY) DII Track & Field program.

 

5 Julia Hayes (pictured with her parents, Assistant Coach 
Pam Sawicki ’96, and Coach Nancy Saggio ’88) signed 
with University of Delaware’s (Newark, DE) DI Volleyball 
program.

5 Tia Livingston (pictured with Sister Percylee and Coach 
Mike McCabe) signed with University of Pennsylvania’s 
(Philadelphia, PA) DI Track & Field program.

5 Trae Robinson (pictured with members of his family, 
Sister Percylee, and Coach Mike McCabe) signed with St. 
Joseph’s University’s (Philadelphia, PA) DI Track & Field 
program.



UC NAMED  
UNDER ARMOUR 
HIGHLIGHT SCHOOL 
In December 2015, Union Catholic announced the honor of 

being selected as one of only 70 schools nationwide to be an 

Under Armour Highlight School.  Representatives from Under 

Armour visited the school’s campus, and immediately took 

note of its unique culture and atmosphere. Under Armour 

ultimately selected Union Catholic because of the quality 

and scope of its programs, its teams, its athletes, its facilities 

(including a state-of-the-art turf field complex), and its fans, 

particularly the student-run group, “Blue Crew,” which has 

become a staple at every UC game, home and away. 

Union Catholic Athletic Director Mr. Jim Reagan, Sr. is thrilled 

about the new partnership with Under Armour. “Our student 

athletes are now outfitted with the finest uniforms available,” 

he said. “It has brought our entire athletic program to a new 

level and we could not be more proud.” 
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5 Gabriela Martes-Uribe signed with 
University of Bridgeport’s (Bridgeport, CT) 
DIII Women’s Soccer program.

5 Amari Onque-Shabazz (pictured with her 
parents and Coach Mike McCabe) signed with 
Villanova University’s (Villanova, PA) DI Track & 
Field program.

5 Matthew Zamorski (pictured with his parents, Sister 
Percylee, and Coach John Cerimele) signed with Arcadia 
University’s (Glenside, PA) DIII Soccer program.

5 Pictured are Brendan McCabe ’17 and Sydney McLaughlin ’17 in their  
Under Armour Track uniforms.



At Union Catholic, each student is 

created in the image and likeness of God 

and is called to develop a unique and 

vitally personal relationship with Christ. 

Creating opportunities for cultivating that 

relationship began at its founding in 1962 

with Student Christian Action at Union 

Catholic Boys High School and Sodality at 

Union Catholic Girls High School. 

“It was a wonderful way for us to take time 

to reflect and become closer to God,” recalls 

Mrs. Ellen Maxwell Beifus ’69, member of 

the Sodality Club. “In addition to the service 

projects, we would sit in a quiet room and 

have conversations about our Faith with the 

Sisters. In those days, we didn’t get many 

opportunities to talk about what it was like 

to be a woman, but the Sodality Club made 

that possible.” 

The Dominican Sisters, the founding 

administration for Union Catholic Girls 

High School, led the Sodality Club. They 

would host fundraisers such as car washes 

and dances to support those in need around 

the world. Sister Mary Joseph, O.P., Sister 

M. Margaret Ellen, O.P., and Sister Mary 

Immaculate, O.P., encouraged student 

support of community-wide UNICEF and 

Thanksgiving drives. They hosted picnics 

for underprivileged children and made visits 

to nursing homes. Their goal was to find 

themselves and God in other people. These 

social justice initiatives paved the way for 

future generations and mirror many of our 

current acts of service. 

The Marist Brothers, the founding 

administration for Union Catholic Boys 

High School, were instrumental in laying 

the foundation for the spiritual development 

of the school. “I liked the Marist Brothers 

so much that I went to Marist College and 

seriously considered entering the order. 

They were a huge positive influence on me,” 

recalled Deacon Robert Gurske ‘67.  “We 

prayed the rosary together at the beginning 

of Religion class. There was a Day of 

Recollection each year when classes were 

canceled in favor of Mass, talks and time for 

personal prayer in the chapel. I came back 

to UC as a Spanish teacher on “the girls 

side” from 1975-1978 and I can only hope 

that I gave back to the school all that it has 

given me.” 

After Union Catholic Boys and Union 

Catholic Girls High Schools merged in 

1980, UC’s spiritual development was led 

by the school’s chaplain.  The chaplain was 

responsible for fostering the spiritual and 

liturgical life of the school, administration, 

faculty and students. In this, he was 

assisted by the Religion Department, the 

faculty moderators of Campus Ministry 

and other staff members. They would offer 

Mass during study periods several times 

each week and provided the opportunity 

for Reconciliation on an individual basis 

throughout the school year. Chaplains 

were also responsible for representing 

UC in pastoral outreach to community 

members who were sick or bereaved and for 

providing pastoral counseling as requested 

by students, faculty and parents. 

As the school continued to grow, there was 

a need to advance UC’s commitment to the 

spiritual growth of the community.  Campus 

Ministry was formed to provide programs 

and services that developed students’ 

awareness of their unique relationship with 

Jesus. When Sister Percylee Hart, RSM, 

assumed the role of Principal in 1980, she 

issued a call to “Become all God calls you 

to be,” which drove the Campus Ministry 

team’s objectives.

“The UC Community comes from varied 

faith backgrounds. In addition, many of our 

students and staff have had diverse personal 

experiences with religion and spirituality. 

Nevertheless, in my years at UC, as faculty 

member, counselor and finally chaplain, I 

found an open and respectful atmosphere 

in the school congregation,” said Father 

Don Blumenfeld, UC Chaplain 1994-1997. 

“This was equally true with Catholic and 

non-Catholic community members. While 

non-Catholic students or parents might not 

understand “how” Catholicism worked, they 

recognized that we all shared positive values 

regarding human dignity. I tried to preach in 

a way that connected the Gospel to the lives 

of the students.” 

“Some of the things I remember most about 

the spiritual aspects of UC would first have 

to be the sense of community you always 

felt while teaching in the building. Everyone 

always seemed to be a family,” remembered 

Ms. Kathy Grausam, UC faculty 1980-2014.  

“I served as a spiritual leader. First, by 

teaching religion and hopefully inspiring 

students to look within themselves, to find 

their faith and to recognize its importance 

in making their life meaningful in the 

future. Second, by running retreat weekends 

each year and enabling students to share 

their faith and beliefs with each other in a 

possible attempt to answer some of their 

own searching questions. Third, by being an 

example to all that I worked with of Christ’s 

compassion and love.”

Mr. Kevin Donohue, Campus Ministry 

Director and faculty member (2001-2005) 

recalls how the events of September 11, 

2001 changed his outlook at the start of 

his second year. “I worked with my classes 

selling decals to support the Victims of 

9/11 Fund.  And we raised a lot of money, 

UC’S SPIRITUAL JOURNEY 
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Sodality Club Prefect, Gertrude Murphy ‘69, lights the 
advent wreath in the Main Foyer. 



but more than that, the students were 

really grateful for the opportunity to do 

something, to help in some way, because 

everyone felt pretty overwhelmed and 

pretty awful and pretty small.  We saw that, 

together, we could make a difference and 

help make a better world.” 

Spirituality at Union Catholic carried 

through many other clubs and activities. 

Mr. Allan Wright, author and faculty 

member (1986-2010) ran a Young Life 

experience and took students to the Winter 

Camp retreat and to volunteer with the 

Missionaries of Charity in Plainfield, where 

students experienced evening prayer, Rosary 

and a meet and greet with religious sisters 

who were in formation. Mr. Wright was 

active in planning and giving talks in the 

Campus Ministry program with former 

Chaplain Father George Gillen (1982-1984) 

and former faculty members Ms. Mary 

Cullinane (1991-1999), Ms. Kathy Grausam 

(1980-2014), Mrs. Adele Gatens (1978-

1996), and Ms. Laurel MacKenzie (1982-

2016). In addition to leading the prayer on 

UCTV for 15 years, Mr. Wright ran early 

morning Bible studies and prayer groups. 

“There was always an emphasis on service 

and viewing service through the lens of the 

Gospel. In any school the size of UC, there 

are enough needs and difficult situations 

where the person needs comfort, prayer and 

a community to support them.” Mr. Wright 

recalled. “It always starts at the top and 

Sister Percylee is a unique leader who values 

the spiritual aspects of mercy as well as the 

corporal aspects.” 

Mrs. Karen Schurtz, who served as a 

Religion teacher for 16 years from 1995-

2010 and led the Campus Ministry team 

for six years from 2004-2010, started the 

tradition of a yearly school theme that 

provides a focal point and unifying message 

for the school community. “The main theme 

for Campus Ministry was always Faith, 

but I wanted to get creative,” Mrs. Schurtz 

recalled with a smile. “How could I engage 

everyone in the building? How could I 

make it accessible to teens? Specific themes 

emerged and almost became reflections of 

the world at the time. Our first theme was 

Peace. There were so many bad things on 

the news that year – wars, violence. The 

theme of Peace was a constant reminder of 

how we should be living.” 

The following year, the theme was Honor. 

After the tragic death of alumnus Kevin 

Apuzzio ’02, Mrs. Schurtz felt that Honor 

was an appropriate theme upon which to 

reflect. Students were challenged to define 

honor and think about how best to behave 

with honor and dignity.

“Teenagers are often underestimated for 

what they are capable of doing,” Mrs. 

Schurtz concluded. “I remember one day in 

my Religion class, one student was having 

difficulty with a task and started having 

anxiety. The student sitting behind him 

simply put his hand on the back of his 

shoulder and said, ‘It’s going to be okay.’ 

They don’t often realize it, but their acts of 

kindness become God’s hand to the world, 

and are manifested in the smallest, most 

important ways.” 

In 2015-16, Campus Ministry moderators 

Mr. John Becht, Mrs. Patti Caffrey,  

Ms. Coleen Curry and peer ministers created 

numerous opportunities for the school 

community to gather together in prayer. A 

few memorable events include the Days of 

Recollection, where Campus Ministers plan 

and lead a series of creative activities that 

assist in spiritual growth and reflection; and 

the Senior/Junior Retreat Weekend, which 

allows students to reflect upon their time 

at Union Catholic, their ups and downs, 

their successes and failures. “They come 

away from the weekend feeling rejuvenated 

and prepared for the next major stage of 

their life,” Mrs. Caffrey reflected. “They 

feel the support from the people who love 

them, their family and friends, and they are 

empowered by the grace given to them by 

God.” 

Campus Ministry continues to respond to 

the spiritual needs of each member of the 

UC Community. Campus Ministry attracts  

many students each year, today numbering 

close to 100 students. The Campus Ministry 

team carefully selects students who are 

role models of Christian values, who 

serve as leaders that reach out to the 

school community and beyond. They are 

responsible for the planning of our annual 

services, such as Days of Recollection and 

school Masses, as well as responding to 

social justice concerns and creating an 

environment that promotes the message of 

Christ. 
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Top: Father Don Blumenfeld with members of the Class of 
1988; Bottom: 2014-2015 Peer Ministers
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The spirit of philanthropy continues to 

inspire Union Catholic alumni, parents, 

faculty, administrators and friends. This 

spirit is manifest through their investment 

in a successful future for UC students by 

establishing a scholarship to honor a loved 

one, to memorialize someone special or to 

pay forward a gift given to them.

In 2015-16, eight new scholarships were 

awarded to students at the spring Academic 

Awards ceremonies. Additional scholarships 

were given to graduating seniors at 

graduation. In all, 20 scholarships totaling 

$28,500 were awarded to 31 students 

who met the criteria established by the 

scholarship founders.

The School Counseling Department 

publicizes non-donor-directed scholarships 

to students and parents via email in March 

(seniors and juniors) and April (sophomores 

and freshmen). Donor-directed scholarships 

are not open for general application.

To read the stories behind these 

scholarships, and to see a list of recipients, 

please visit the Giving tab of the UC 

website.

 
For information about how you  
can invest in the scholarship 
program at Union Catholic, please 
contact Susan Dyckman, Director of 
Development & Donor Relations, at  
908-889-1600, ext. 309 or  

development@unioncatholic.org.

 

College Scholarships
The Elizabeth Ann Carolan Endowed Scholarship* 
 Established by the D’Antico and Carolan families

The Dorothy Grzankowski Endowed Scholarship 
 Established by Mrs. Susan Bischoff

The Joseph Grzankowski Endowed Scholarship 
 Established by Mrs. Susan Bischoff

The Rocco Lettieri Endowed Scholarship* 
 Established by the Lettieri Family

Joanne Federico Malloy ‘74 Memorial Scholarship 
 Established by friends and classmates 

NEW Susan Satriano Memorial Scholarship* 
 Given by the Susan Satriano Memorial 
Scholarship Foundation

NEW Whitehouse Laboratories Scholarship 
 Established by Mr. and Mrs. Angelito Mendoza

Johanna Wilk Memorial Scholarship 
 Established by the Johanna Wilk Memorial 
Foundation

Senior Tuition Scholarship
NEW Class of ‘95 Scholarship in Memory  
of Gary Mejia* 
 Given by Union Catholic Class of ‘95

Junior Tuition Scholarship
The Sister Regina Smith, RSM Endowed 
Scholarship 
 Established by family and friends

Sophomore Tuition Scholarship
NEW Giuliana Velona Memorial Scholarship 
 Established by Mr. and Mrs. Robert Velona

Freshman Tuition Scholarships
NEW The Mary J. Cullinane Endowed Scholarship* 
 Established by Ms. Mary J. Cullinane ‘85

 
 

 
 
 
NEW The Sister Percylee Hart, RSM Endowed 
Scholarship* 
 Established by family and friends

The Sister Eloise Claire Kays, RSM Endowed 
Scholarship 
 Established by family and friends

NEW Joseph A. Placco Memorial Scholarship* 
 Established by Mrs. Marie Placco

The Sandra Stagg Memorial Scholarship* 
 Established by the Stagg and Cocoziello families

NEW The Sara J. Will Endowed Scholarship 
 Established by Mr. and Mrs. John M. Cregg

Incoming Freshman Scholarship
The Nancy L. Occhipinti Endowed Scholarship* 
Established by Mr. Patrick O’Keefe and Mrs. Karen 
Occhipinti O’Keefe ’80, Mrs. Lauren Occhipinti 
Koppel ’84 and Mrs. Nancy Occhipinti Noe ‘81

Other Scholarships
The Hall of Fame Endowed Scholarship  
 Established at the 2015 Hall of Fame

The Eldon Hammeke Scholarship* 
Established by Mrs. Grace Hammeke and funded 
by the Knights of Columbus Summit Council #783

Navin Bros. Food Service Scholarship* 
Established by Mr. Joseph Navin

One-Room Schoolhouse Grant* 
 Established by Mr. Bruce Zehnle

*Donor-directed

SPIRIT OF PHILANTHROPY  
IGNITES SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM

Right: Mary Beth Cregg, founder of the Sara J. Will Endowed 
Scholarship, presents the first scholarship to PrimaDoris 
Ngumah ’19 at the Sophomore and Freshman Academic 
Awards Ceremony. 

Far Right: Bailey Ramirez ’16 and Cassandra Gonzalez ’16, 
each recipients of the Johanna Wilk Memorial Scholarship, 
are pictured with Sister Percylee Hart, RSM and Susan 
Wilk ’72, who presented the scholarships at the Senior and 
Junior Academic Awards Ceremony.



35

UNION CATHOLIC ANNUAL FUND

Help Union Catholic students  
write their own remarkable story.
Invest in the extraordinary UC Experience.

Make a difference by giving today.  
Visit the Giving tab of the UC website.



Mr. Frank Araneo and his Digital Journalism 
students toured the offices of WCBS Newsradio 
880, Fox News and Bloomberg News for a first-
person look at professional journalists in action.

1- Mr. Mike Conte (pictured center), 
School Counselor and moderator of Student 
Movement Against Cancer (SMAC), facilitated 
a volunteer trip for the SMAC Executive Board 
members to the Emmanuel Cancer Foundation 
in Scotch Plains. The UC students volunteered at 
a Christmas party for children fighting cancer. 
They made crafts with the attendees and spread 
Christmas cheer to their families with gifts and 
positive energy. 

2 - UC’s French teacher, Madame Kamila 
Ciringione, along with three faculty 
chaperones, Ms. Catarina Abrantes, Mr. 
Ed Thornton ’04, and Ms. Rebecca 
Faller traveled with 27 UC students to Québec, 
Canada for the Winter Carnival. None were 
deterred by the sub-zero temperatures while 
participating in numerous outdoor activities 
such as sightseeing at the Vieux Québec & 
Montmorency Falls, tobogganing, dog-sledding, 
ice tubing, maple sugaring and even dancing at 
the Bonhomme’s Ice Palace. 

3 - Assistant Principal Mrs. Noreen Korner 
Andrews, and faculty members Mrs. Marla 
James and Ms. Kathleen Webber 
delivered a 90-minute presentation at the NCEA 
Convention, sharing the three-year journey of 
development, collaboration, implementation, 
outcomes and future plans for Union Catholic’s 
6-16 Virtual Catholic School. 

Ten members of the UC Community attended 
the March 2016 National Catholic Education 
Association (NCEA) Convention in San Diego, 
CA: Sister Percylee Hart, RSM, Principal; 
Ms. Karen Piasecki ‘88, Associate Principal; 
Mrs. Noreen Korner Andrews, Assistant 
Principal; Dr. Jim Reagan ‘96, Assistant 
Principal; Mrs. Barbara Dellanno, Academic 
& Faith Formation Dean; Mrs. Marla James, 
Faculty; Ms. Kathleen Webber, Faculty; 
Ms. Nancy Foulks ‘76, Director of Alumni 

FACULTY NOTES
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Relations; Ms. Susan Dyckman, Director 
of Development & Donor Relations; and Ms. 
Megan Dyckman ‘07, School Consultative 
Board member. 

Ms. Kathleen Webber, UC Media Specialist 
and English teacher, was published in the March 
Language Magazine. In the article entitled, “The 
7 Habits of a Highly Effective Online Language 
Arts Teacher,” Ms. Webber shares the secrets to 
delivering successful online English programs for 
high school students. The article can be found at 
http://fliphtml5.com/xwth/xcuw/.

4 - National Art Honor Society (NAHS)  
moderator Mrs. Rebecca Venezia 
Schroppe ’93 took the NAHS students to Hot 
Sand in Asbury Park, NJ for a glassblowing field 
trip. She also took the students to MoMA in NYC 
to explore and learn. Students commented that 
they loved locating and seeing in person pieces 
that they had learned about in class. 

5 - The annual Physics Trip, coordinated by  
Mrs. Donna Hofmann, celebrated its 
20th anniversary in April. Forty-five students 
experienced physics in action at Six Flags Great 
Adventure, Jackson, NJ. Working in groups, all 
enjoyed the opportunity to put physics lessons 
and calculations into practice. 

Mrs. Michelle Scutieri  
Goworek ‘00 and Ms. Samantha 
Scutieri ’98 joined other teachers at 
EdCamp Philly in Philadelphia, PA at the Science 
Leadership Academy in May 2016 to share ideas 
and best practices for engaging students in 
learning.

Three faculty members attended College 
Board Advanced Placement Institutes in 
Europe this past summer. Mrs. Rebecca 
Venezia Schroppe ’93 and Mr. Edward 
Sagendorf ’07 attended the John Cabot 
University in Rome, Italy to study AP Art History 
and AP European History respectively. Ms. 
Catarina Abrantes attended the AP Spanish 
Institute at Centro Mundo Lengua in Sevilla, 
Spain to work with other teachers of AP Spanish. 
The institutes included collaboration 
with international AP faculty augmented by the 
exposure to the Roman and Spanish cultures, 
architecture and historical sites.

Head Track & Field and Cross Country Coach  
Mr. Mike McCabe was named U.S. Track 
& Field and Cross Country Coaches Association 
State Coach of the Year.

Ms. Tracy Trukowski Doherty ‘93 and 
Ms. Regina Fernandez attended the T3 
(Texas Instrument) NJ Professional Development 
Summit in Parsippany, NJ to learn strategies for 
implementing Texas Instrument technology and 
activities in UC math and science classes.

Mrs. Marla James attended the Rutgers 
Advanced Placement Summer Institute (AP 
European History).

Mrs. Mary Jo Raite and Mrs. Melissa 
Tooker Yezo ‘00 attended the Science 
Education Institute - Next Generation Science 
Standards in Branchburg, NJ

Mrs. Michelle Scutieri Goworek ‘00 
and Ms. Samantha Scutieri ’98 attended 
the Tufts LEGO Sumposium & STEM Education 
Conference in Medford, MA, and NCEA Stream 
2.0 Symposium at Neumann University in Aston, 
PA where Ms. Scutieri was a presenter.

5
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Message from the  
Director of Parent Relations 

As Director of Parent Relations, I would like 

to take this opportunity to invite all parents, 

guardians and grandparents to take an active 

role in the Union Catholic Community. It is my 

hope that you will feel as much a part of the 

community as your UC student does. Over the 

course of the school year, there are a variety of opportunities to come out 

and connect with other Union Catholic families.

Our focus is to engage parents in all aspects of UC. If your interests lay 

in athletics, performing arts or extra-curricular activities, there is an 

opportunity for all to get involved.

In addition, there are many social events scheduled for this year, including 

the annual Pasta Dinner, Pub Night, “750” Club Tailgate party, the annual 

Fish Fry and the Tricky Tray. The UC Generations Breakfast is a wonderful 

opportunity for grandparents to join their UC student(s) for breakfast and 

to celebrate Mass with the student body. 

Our Parent Council hosts two information nights: “Get Connected” in 

October and “Stay Connected” in January. These evenings provide valuable 

hands-on training on the Canvas & Naviance Learning Systems, and give 

you updates about upcoming events, facility news, and other important 

information. 

I encourage you to embrace Union Catholic’s Core Value of Community, 

and take an active role in “Parent Life” at UC. I also look forward to 

welcoming back our past parents and helping you to feel that same sense 

of community that you felt when your children were students at UC. Please 

contact me for further information about any of the aforementioned events 

or with any other questions you may have.

Allison Lestarchick 
Director of Parent Relations 

alestarchick@unioncatholic.org 

908.889.1600, ext. 353

COMMUNITY CORNER

UPCOMING EVENTS
Tree of Lights – 12/6 7:00 pm 
A beautiful start to the Christmas season as Union Catholic 
celebrates and remembers the lives of family members and 
friends who have passed 

Christmas Concert – 12/6 7:30 pm 
Enjoy UC’s Concert Choir and Band as they perform the songs 
of the season.

Cabaret Night – 1/6 7:00 pm 
UC alumni return to the UC stage to showcase their talents.

750 Club Tailgate – 1/14 8:00 pm 
Fun indoor tailgate party that supports UC’s athletes and 
athletic program

Fish Fry – 3/3 5:30 pm 
Enjoy fish & chips or pasta in support of UC’s athletic program 
(eat-in or take-out)

SMAC Quarters for Cancer & Mr. UC Pageant – 3/14 5:00 pm 
Sample savory and sweet dishes donated by the UC Community 
before enjoying the annual Mr. UC Pageant.

Tricky Tray – 3/24 5:30 pm 
Signature Parent Council event with great prize baskets, great 
food and great fun

Spring Musical, In the Heights – 3/31, 4/1, 4/7, 4/8 7:00 pm 
and 4/2 3:00 pm  
UCPAC students present a musical centering on a number of 
characters living in a close-knit neighborhood in Washington 
Heights, Manhattan.

UC Art Show – 4/3 6:00 pm 
UC students display the artwork they have been creating 
throughout the year.

UC Golf Outing – 5/1 8:30 am 
A great day of golf and camaraderie on Shackamaxon Country 
Club’s championship course

Spring Concert – 5/11 7:00 pm 
Enjoy choral and instrumental performances by UC students. 

For a full list of events, visit the UC website at  

www.unioncatholic.org
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VIKING SPOOKTACULAR 5K  

October 24, 2015
1 -  Rich Alexander ’77 sported his 39 year-old UC track shirt at the 

UC 5K.

2 -  National Art Honor Society members displayed their creativity 
and sold hand-painted pumpkins.

3 -  The runners are always eager for the shotgun start to the race.

PUB NIGHT  
November 6, 2015
4 -  Alumni (l. to r.) Brian Douress ’11, Katie Bree ’12, and Kim Schanz 

’07 loved the music and great vibes of Pub Night.

5 -  Pub Night is a great opportunity for UC parents to get together 
and let loose! Pictured are Class of 2019 parents (l. to r.)  
Charles and Tina Fairweather, and Andy and Sally Davis.

UC GENERATIONS BREAKFAST 
November 23, 2015
6 -  Connor Trower ’17 (r.) and his grandparents, Patti and Tom Dick, 

were able to catch up at breakfast before UC’s Thanksgiving 
Liturgy.

7 -  Sophia Tangreti ’17 (r.) shared with her grandmother, Carolyn 
Vollero (l.), what UC is all about at the Generations Breakfast.

SPIRIT DAY 
April 12, 2016
8 -  The rainy weather did not dampen UC’s spirits during the  

mini-Relay for Life! Pictured are Class of 2016 alumnae (l. to r.) 
Vivian Carpintero, Julia Hayes, Victoria Isidron, and Kelly Grieco.

9 -  Members of Student Movement Against Cancer (SMAC) serve 
food portions for $.25 each to raise money for cancer research 
at the annual Quarters for Cancer dinner.

10 -  Brandan Schuster was chosen as the 2016 Mr. UC.

TRICKY TRAY  
April 15, 2016
11 -  Parents Maureen Novack (l.) and Christina Young (r.) were 

excellent volunteers at this year’s Tricky Tray!

12 -  There were many, many prizes to be won at the western-
themed Tricky Tray.

10 11 12
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Thank you to our 2016 presenters 
Tom Angelo ’91, Managing Partner/CPA, Spire Group
Doreen Hobbib Belowich ’74, Registered Dental Hygienist, 
George E. Ludwig, D.D.S.
Julianne Berger ’06, Raw Material Supervisor & Quality Control 
Chemist, Manhattan Drug Company
Tim Breza, President, Bus Stop Repair Shop
Justin Cagaoan ’08, Police Officer, Woodbridge Police 
Department
Fred Cassel ’82, Aerospace Engineer, Curtis Wright Flight 
Systems
Christine Cronin ’73, Director, Associate Professor, Rutgers-
Newark Therapy Services
Michele Cardiello DelCorsano ’95, CEO, Our House, Inc.
Theresa Dobbin ’85, Registered Nurse, Robert Wood Johnson 
University Hospital at Rahway
Aaron Doherty ’08, Police Officer, Westfield Police Department
Andy Drebych ’85, Firefighter/EMT, Edison Township Fire 
Department
Kelly Dyckman ’09, Social Worker, Resource Center of Somerset
Matt Esposito ’03, Advertising Account Group Supervisor, NeON
Mary Lu Marinaro Farrell ’72, Musician, Scotch Plains/Fanwood 
School District (retired)
Dana Kinney Forfa ’05, Sourcing Manager, Guggenheim 
Partners
Allison Honeymar ’99, Criminal Investigator Deputy, United 
States Marshals Service
Terri Marino Hunsinger ’92, Partner & Web Developer, 
WebUndies.com LLC
Gene Jannotti, Executive Director, Greater Westfield Area 
Chamber of Commerce
Anne McAneny King ’71, Director of Communications, Bayer 
Health Care
Linda Mallozzi (past parent), Union County Superior Court 
Judge, State of New Jersey
Dr. Timothy McCabe ’85 (current parent) and his dental team, 
Dentist, Westfield Pediatric Dental Group
Michael Medrano (past parent), Mixed Martial Artist & Personal 
Trainer, Willspace
Bill Muzychko ’74, Fig Farmer, Bill’s Figs
Deb Marino Palacio ’90, Partner & Buyer, WebUndies.com LLC
Russell Pepe (current parent), Vice President, Advanced 
Technical Marketing (ATM)
William Rios ’98, Clinician, Trinitas Regional Medical Center
John Rotondo ’76, Vice President, Bayer Health Care
Howard Schram ’93, Founder & President, Step It Up Events
Rebecca Venezia Schroppe ’93, Union Catholic Art Teacher; 
former Designer, Nautica, Houghton Mifflin 
Marc Seemon ’06, Assistant Administrator, Borough of 
Waldwick
Nicole Siano ’08, Law Clerk (Attorney), Superior Court of New 
Jersey
Kate Stevens, Director of Catering, Shackamaxon Country Club
James Thornton ’08, Firefighter/EMT, Rahway Fire Department
James Trollo ’08, Software Engineer, MLB Advanced Media
Barbara Ward ’76, Assistant United States Attorney, District of 
New Jersey
Ray Wuertz (past parent), Engineer/Manager (retired), Bayway 
Refinery
Tiffany Wilson ’90, Assistant Prosecutor, Union County 
Prosecutor’s Office
William Wong ’81, Supervising Architect & Project Manager, NJ 
Transit Corporation
Elizabeth Zeigler (current parent), President, Graham-Pelton 
Consulting

Please join us next year on March 15, 2017! 
If you are interested in presenting to students,  
please contact Chiara Duane at  
cduane@unioncatholic.org

Every year, alumni, parents, and friends volunteer their time so that 

UC students can begin to explore the countless career options that are 

open to them. These volunteers truly exemplify UC’s core values and 

we are grateful for their enthusiastic participation in Career Day 2016.

CAREER DAY
MARCH 15, 2016 

5�Doreen Hobbib Belowich ’74 (r.) and her work 
associate Michele Durso (l.), dental hygienists, 
talked to students about career options in 
dentistry.

5�Michael Medrano, a current parent at UC, 
spoke with students about what it is like being 
a mixed martial artist and personal trainer. 

5�Bill Muzychko ‘74, known affectionately as 
“the fig guy,” always has great success talking 
to students about his second career as a Fig 
Farmer in Flemington and sharing some of his 
famous fig cookies.

5�Julianne Berger ’06, Fred Cassel ’82, and Ray 
Wuertz past parent ’99, ’04 represented careers 
in science at Career Day.

5�Tiffany Wilson ’90 (l.) and Nicole Siano ’08 (r.) 
pose with Director of Alumni Relations Nancy 
Foulks ’76. Nicole went into law because she 
spoke with Tiffany at Career Day when she was 
a senior at UC.

5�William Rios ’98 is a clinician working for 
Trinitas Regional Medical Center, and he 
described to students the counseling work he 
does with his patients.



Please join us next year on March 15, 2017! 
If you are interested in presenting to students,  
please contact Chiara Duane at  
cduane@unioncatholic.org
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Union Catholic Performing Arts Company (UCPAC) hosted its inaugural Cabaret Night on January 8, 2016. Alumni  

were invited to present or perform and were beyond excited to be in the limelight once again. The event was Livestreamed so 

that alumni who were unable to attend were still able to be a part of the moment. You can enjoy the archived performances 

at livestream.com/unioncatholichs/events/4660237

CABARET NIGHT 2016 
Alumni return to the UC stage

5�Dan Studney ’84 performed a song from the movie musical that won him an 
Emmy, Reefer Madness.

5�Leonard Tate ’04 reads a biography for one of the performers. Leonard 
was Chief Technician on Tech Crew in high school and now serves as the 
Technical Director for UCPAC.

5�Allie Slomko ’06 and Katie McGhee ’06 performed “The Grass is Always 
Greener” from And the World Goes ‘Round: the crowd loved seeing the duo 
back on stage together

5�Alison Stowasky Korner ’95 and Brian Korner ’95 sang “Something Good” 
from The Sound of Music, reprising the roles they played during their senior 
year of high school.

5�The driving forces behind Cabaret Night (l. to r.), Edward Sagendorf ‘07  
(Co-PAC Director), Maryann Carroll Carolan ’86 (Co-PAC Director), and  
John Rotondo ’07 (PAC Producer and Parent Liaison), celebrated a 
successful evening.

5�Cabaret Night brought UC performing arts alumni back together to revel in 
the innumerable successes that have taken place on the UC stage. Pictured 
(l. to r.) are Ashley Kondracki ’07, Jeanette Rudnicki ’09, Alex Cortes ’09, 
Jasmine Kelley ’08, and Taylor Fields ’08.



5�The September 2015 alumni meet-up at The Stage House 
brought together (l. to r.) Kelly Dyckman ’09, Director of 
Development Susan Dyckman, Megan Dyckman ’07 and 
Development Assistant Kristine Mintel Esposito ’04.

5�Rotondo brothers Brandon ’12 (l.) and John ’07 (r.) enjoy a 
night out at The Stage House.

5�Barbara and Scott Jones, current parents, take a moment 
to smile for the camera at the 2015 Evening of Gratitude.

5�Captain William Madden ’69, USA Retired (c.) poses with his 
wife, Trudy Meeker Madden ’71, and the coordinator of the 
Veterans Day Ceremony Mr. Tim Breza (r.). The 2015 Veterans 
Day Ceremony was dedicated to Bill in appreciation for his 
service to our country.

5�Former Assistant Coach Joe Mugno (far left) caught 
up with Class of 1995 basketball players (l. to r.) Jeron 
Green, Lance Rice, and Stanley Lumax at the 2015 Boys 
Basketball Reunion.

5�Sister Percylee Hart, RSM is flanked by Class of ‘14 Boys 
Basketball Team alumni Ashton Lofton (l.) and David 
Hawthorne (r.).

5�Michael and Maureen Novack, current parents; and 
Suzanne Florendo, past parent, enjoy time together at the 
Evening of Gratitude in October 2015.

5�Class of 2015 alumni return to UC for the first time since 
graduation at the Alumni Christmas Breakfast  
and Liturgy in December 2015. Pictured (l. to r.) are  
Kayla Brande, Sarah De Oliveira, Justin Fandino, and  
Lexie Sinscera.

5�Sister Percylee Hart, RSM grabs a photo with UC’s first 
1,000 point scorer, Ed Ehret ’72 (l.), and his teammate 
Norm Chester ’72  (r.) at the Boys Basketball Reunion in 
December 2015.

UC CONNECTIONS
Special events bring together members of the UC Community
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5�Jason Schmalz ’15 (l.) and Justin Lopes ’15 (r.) reconnect  
with one of their favorite teachers from high school,  
Mr. Edward Sagendorf ’07, at the Alumni Christmas 
Breakfast and Liturgy in December 2015.

5�Girls Basketball Head Coach Kathy Matthews, who 
celebrated her 40th season with UC this past year, stops 
to take a photo with current player Isabella Di Dario ’18 
(l.) and her mother, former player Mitzi LaFarga ’90 (r.).

5�Friends (l. to r.) Kate Schurtz ’01, Kevin DelMauro ’04, and 
Bryan Smith ’04 enjoy the March 2016 Big East Bash in 
NYC with fellow UC alumni.

5�Great friends in high school, (l. to r) Kim Schurtz ’04, 
Jen Holland ’02, Nathalie Cortes ’04, and Jess Remo ’02, 
enjoyed being together at the 2016 UC Big East Bash in 
NYC.

5�Sister Percylee Hart, RSM enjoyed reuniting with David 
Biggs ’02, who gave Sister a personal tour of the Blizzard 
Entertainment Museum, Irvine, CA.

5�The alumni reception in Santa Monica, CA in March 2016 
brought together Anna Josenhans ’81, her husband Greg 
(l.), and Robert Sonz ’77 (r.).

5�Girls Basketball alumnae (l. to r.) Shrita Smith  
McLean ’01, Andrea Keller Wong ’02, and Lisa  
Mortkowitz Walsh ’02 were thrilled to meet up at the 
reunion in January 2016.

5�Adrien Cortizo ’15 and Alexa DaSilva ’13 were excited  
to see Academic & Faith Formation Dean Barbara 
Dellanno at the alumni reception in San Diego, CA  
in March 2016.

5�Jim Wood ’68 gave Sister Percylee Hart, RSM a tour of his 
brand new facility for the Berkeley Aquatic Club in New 
Providence, NJ. 



BERNADETTE  
SIMONELLI  
WORTHING ’66 
Continue to look forward; there are good things 
yet to come. This is the mindset of Bernadette 
Simonelli Worthing, or “Bernie,” as she was 
known to her UC classmates. Of course, she 
could also be called a trailblazer, because she was 
a member of Union Catholic Girls High School’s 
first graduating class.

Bernadette came from St. Theresa’s in 
Kenilworth. When she arrived at UC in 1962, it 
was to cement mixers and piles of mud. Only the 
“girls’ side” of the building was completed. The 
boys had classes upstairs while the girls were 
downstairs. There were just five homerooms 
of freshmen in 1962. The nuns knew each girl 
personally and developed a lifelong bond with 
that first class. Several of the women from the 
Class of 1966 still visit and lunch with some of 
the Dominican sisters who were here when the 
doors to UC opened more than 50 years ago.

By the second year, the building was complete. 
There was a gym and a girl’s locker room and 
they had their own court time – long before 

Title IX. Ms. Virginia Bristol was hired that year 
and she organized the first Union Catholic Girls 
Basketball team. Bernadette Simonelli wasn’t 
just a member of that inaugural team, she was 
its first captain. Basketball became her life. The 
program was very structured. The faculty was 
amazingly supportive; there were nuns in the 
bleachers for every home game and the student 
Pep Club was there in force in their Pep Club 
sweaters. The roar in the gym was deafening and 
the school body became one as they cheered on 
their team, the Scotch Misties. 

But, of course, Bernadette was at Union Catholic 
for more than the athletics. As a student, she 
found it difficult to recall her lessons. The school 
work was not easy for her. Fortunately, the UC 
faculty genuinely cared that each student find 
a path to success. She vividly remembers them 
working with her and encouraging her, especially 
Sister Elizabeth Michael. At age 33, Bernadette 
was diagnosed with temporal lobe epilepsy, thus 
explaining her learning difficulty. As she stated, 
“Perhaps by the grace of God I made the right 
decision to come to Union Catholic; anywhere 
else I might not have survived.” Since then, 
Bernadette has thrived. At age 51, she earned 

her master’s degree 
in reading from 
Towson University. 
She turned her 
challenge into a 
positive for others as 
she spent more than 
15 years working 
with children who 
struggled to read. 
Bernadette is now in the process of establishing 
her own tutoring business in Rehoboth, DE, 
where she resides. 

She is thankful for the extra effort invested in 
her by her Union Catholic teachers. Bernadette 
believes the foundation established at UC 
allowed her to find herself and to reach her 
true potential. She views herself as a work-
in-progress. She enjoys reflecting back on 
wonderful memories and accomplishments, but 
she prefers to look forward and to continue 
learning.

Class of 1966
Henry Hekker serves as Lieutenant of a 
volunteer fire department in rural Texas, 
encompassing 76 square miles. He leads a team 
of 18 men and women who respond to fires, 
medical calls, and accidents. His work vehicle is a 
Jeep Wrangler with red lights and siren, but his 
personal vehicle is a motorcycle.

Class of 1967
Brian Hayes has been married to his wife, Mary, 
for over 40 years. They have two daughters 
and one granddaughter and have been living 
in Michigan since 1980. He retired in 2014 and 
spends the winters in Florida to get away from 
the cold and play some golf!

Class of 1968
6Sue Snoden Kelly, Kathie Anderson Thomas, 
Jeanne Ferguson Swaynos and Christine Terry 
Ritter met in Charleston, SC for a few days of 
fun and history. 

Class of 1969
6Colonel John Jay Pellicone, USMC (Ret.) had 
the honor of being a First Officer on one of the 
American Airlines flights that transported Pope 
Francis during his recent visit to the United 
States. He is pictured holding the Italian flag. 

ALUMNI NOTES
Your classmates and friends love to hear what’s happening.   
Send your news and photos to alumni@unioncatholic.org
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Class of 1970
Frank Petranich just moved to Lavallette, NJ. He 
thanks classmate Larry Russo for his help.

Class of 1972
4Robert Jaros is the 
Colorado State Controller.  
He lives in Boulder with his 
wife and four children. 

Class of 1976
Jerry Howard is serving as the Economic 
Counselor at U.S. Embassy - Kuwait until August, 
2017. He is married with two children, who plan 
to return to the United States for college in 2016.

Class of 1980
Thomas Roccia McMahon was in public 
education for 26 years. He served as a teacher, 
building administrator, business administrator, 
and superintendent. He also served the State 
of New Jersey as an Assistant Commissioner of 
Education and the County Superintendent of 
Atlantic and Ocean counties. He has since retired 
and is now the Parish Administrator at St. Clare’s 
Roman Catholic Church in Staten Island (the 
largest parish in New York). He has been married 
to Christine for 25 years. Christine is a teacher, 
and they have two daughters, Alexandra and 
Ashley. Alexandra is studying to be a Speech 
Pathologist and Ashley, a Physical Therapist.

Class of 1982
Ubiratan Garcez Jr. resides in Woodbury, MN, 
with his wife Michelle and three daughters, ages 
19, 15, and 12. He is an airline captain for Delta 
Airlines.

BRIAN PAWLOWSKI ’76 
Brian Pawlowski is an extremely successful 
business professional in computer data 
storage, recently moving to the position of Vice 
President and Chief Architect at Pure Storage 
in Mountain View, CA.  In many ways, Brian 
attributes his success to a failed calculus class 
at Union Catholic. 

Brian was always a “math guy” and really did 
not struggle with the work, but admittedly 
he did not always fully apply himself either. 
That was the case with calculus, so Father 
Paul Manning failed him when the work was 
not done. Brian has since come to see that as 
a watershed moment. That one event set him 
on track. It taught him endurance and the 
importance of delivering to his potential. He 
learned to tenaciously attack problems and 
wrestle them to the ground. All of his answers 
were written out so that there was no place 
for sloppy or incomplete work. This was the 
foundation for the solid skill set that propelled 
him to success in the fiercely competitive 
computer world. 

Brian’s hobbies are art and photography,  
which again, he traces back to Union Catholic. 
Brian registered for an art class with  
Mr. Lou Merola ’66. As Brian recalls, other 
boys took the art class to avoid tougher 
classes. Brian took it because he was genuinely 
interested. Mr. Merola recognized this and 
encouraged Brian. Today, Brian has a separate 
art studio on his property. He collects 
Japanese art, including Ukiyo-e wood block 
prints. He has an extensive photography 
collection comprised of work from famous 
photographers as well as some of his own 
work. (www.brianpawlowski.com) Brian is 
currently pursuing a Bachelor of Fine Arts 
degree in photography. 

While Union 
Catholic helped 
direct Brian’s life,  
he did not stay 
closely connected 
with UC after 
graduation. He  
kept in touch with 
just a few good 
friends. Then, 
one day, he updated his contact information 
and started getting UC mail and invitations 
to the 40th Anniversary celebration. That 
was the impetus to reconnect.  And, as he 
followed his son’s education, he realized what 
a well-rounded education UC had provided 
him. Brian recently came back to UC for a visit 
and toured the building with Sister Percylee 
Hart, RSM. Brian noted, “UC seems to be in a 
stronger place to deliver a Catholic education.” 
Brian remains a solid supporter of Union 
Catholic and frequently comments on what 
an important mark UC made on him. Brian is 
the father of a 32-year old son, a 6-year old 
daughter and a newborn son. Today Brian 
enjoys a blessed life with his wife and family. 
When asked to summarize where his life is 
today, he remarked that he is doing exactly 
what he wants to do and that he is lucky and 
happy. Who knows what course his life would 
have taken had he passed that UC calculus 
class?



Class of 1984
Kelly Waters is the Managing Partner of the 
New Jersey office of Wood Smith Henning 
& Berman LLP.  Kelly was recently named a 
Municipal Court Judge in the Townships of 
Union and Scotch Plains, NJ. As a Municipal 
Court Judge, Kelly routinely presides over trials 
involving DWI, domestic violence, violations of 
New Jersey motor vehicle laws and municipal 
ordinances. Kelly is a Fellow in the Litigation 
Counsel of America, an invitation-only trial 
lawyer honorary society limited to 3,500 fellows, 
representing less than one-half of one percent of 
American lawyers.

Class of 1985
Diane Giermanski Logan was recently hired as 
a Professor of Nursing at Seton Hall University. 

She also teaches nursing at Felician College and 
Bloomfield College. Her specialties are Medical 
Surgical Nursing, Psychiatric Nursing and 
Community Health Nursing. She has certification 
in School Nursing and Health Education. She 
has a bachelor’s and master’s in Nursing and is 
pursuing a doctoral degree at Seton Hall.

Class of 1990
Natasha Moore has been working at Capri 
Institute for 16 years. 

Class of 1993
Tracy Trukowski Doherty is engaged to be 
married to Kenneth Chonko. 

Donna Walch and Frank Trocino ’91 were 
married on February 22, 2016.

Class of 1997
6Jim Johnston and Jessica Vogt  
Johnston ’04 gave birth to a baby boy, Xavier 
Orion, on February 2, 2016. 

DAN STUDNEY ’84 
Dan Studney’s Union Catholic experience was 
a series of “firsts.” UC was his first Catholic 
school, as he had attended Hillside public 
elementary schools. His parents wisely believed 
that a Catholic high school education would help 
prepare Dan for college. He applied to just one 
high school – Union Catholic. Dan enrolled in 
September of 1980, the first year of the unified 
school, and the first year with Sister Percylee 
Hart, RSM as Principal.

Dan had participated in performing arts in 
grammar school, and his passion for theater 
carried over at Union Catholic. He acted in many 
shows, from Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor 
Dreamcoat his freshman year, to A Christmas 
Carol in his senior year. Along the way, he 
continued perfecting his craft. He taught himself 
to play the piano, and then he began writing in 
his junior and senior years. The Union Catholic 
Performing Arts Company (UCPAC) first joined 
the International Thespian Society during Dan’s 
years at UC, and Dan served as its first President. 

Dan went on to study Theater Arts & Music at 
Drew University. While in college, he transitioned 
away from acting and more toward writing and 
composing. His accomplished career led him to 
NYC and then to California where he currently 
resides. Some of Dan’s credits include Jack the 
Giant Slayer (2013), Reefer Madness: The Movie 
Musical (2005), Weird Science (TV), and Honey, I 
Shrunk the Kids (TV), He is currently working on 
the screenplay for a remake of 20,000 Leagues 
Under the Sea, slated for a 2017 release date.

When asked about professional awards, Dan 
commented that “it’s more about the work 
than the trophies.” That might be so, but Union 
Catholic is proud to brag about this alumnus. 
Dan won a Primetime Emmy in 2005 for 
Outstanding Music & Lyrics for Reefer Madness: 
The Movie Musical. His Emmy sits in a display 
case with a bevy of other awards. And while 
this is Dan’s first Emmy, his talent level suggests 
that there may be others to come. That talent 
was visible when Dan was at UC, so perhaps it is 
fitting that on either side of that Emmy are two 
award plaques – Thespian Club President and 

Outstanding Dance 
& Music – both of 
which Dan received 
while  
at Union Catholic 
High School. 

Dan has maintained 
a solid connection to 
his alma mater. He is 
proud that Union Catholic is progressive about  
the arts and the artistic freedom of expression. 
Dan is impressed by the vision of Sister Percylee 
and her ability to keep UC moving swiftly 
forward. He said, “New things are always 
happening at UC.” Dan attended the alumni 
get together in Santa Monica, CA in March of 
2016. He also returned to the UC stage this past 
January as part of Cabaret Night. For Dan, the 
true highlight of Cabaret Night was performing 
with the current UC students. That was also a 
first. 
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Class of 1999
Dave Luciano married his wife, Nicole, on 
October 10, 2015. 

Class of 2000
6Melissa Tooker Yezo and her husband Darren 
traveled to New Zealand on their honeymoon 
for 16 days. They went snowboarding on the 
South Island and enjoyed exploring the beautiful 
landscape. This photo was taken on the South 
Island outside of Queenstown, NZ. 

Class of 2003
Kate Walsh recently began working with The 
Actors Fund, a 130-year old service organization, 
as the Manager of Program Evaluation.

Class of 2004
Nicole Hauck earned her Doctorate of Physical 
Therapy in 2014 at Seton Hall University. She 
currently works in the Brain Trauma Unit at JFK 
Medical Center in Edison, NJ. She also recently 
completed the Northface Endurance Challenge 
Full Marathon at Bear Mountain.

Class of 2006
Amy Dooley became a physician in May of 2014 
after graduating from Rowan University School 
of Osteopathic Medicine. She is currently a 
second-year Pediatric Resident at Lehigh Valley 
Children’s Hospital in Allentown, PA.
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ZACHARY SIMMONS-
GLOVER ’99 
For Zachary Simmons-Glover ’99, social justice 
is a part of his daily life. The owner of Project 
99, Zachary co-founded the company in 2004 
with his late best friend, Patrick Pasteur ’99. 
After Zachary and Patrick, both of whom grew 
up in urban neighborhoods, were given the 
opportunity to attend Union Catholic, a place 
where they were able to “just be students,” 
and where they “didn’t have to concern 
[themselves] with issues like violence, gangs, 
etc.,” they knew they wanted to give back 
someday.

Project 99, named after the boys’ UC 
graduation year, began by offering mentorship 
services to children in urban communities, 
but soon Zachary and Patrick realized that 
their idea was bigger. Despite neither having 
a degree in social work, they educated 
themselves and surrounded themselves 
with the right people. “We wanted to keep 
kids from residential treatment facilities,” 
Zachary explained. “We wanted to keep kids 
at home.” They hired a clinical team that 
offered in-community services and behavioral 
assistance services to children ages 5-18 and 
they began to develop relationships with case 
management companies and with school 
districts.

Zachary and Patrick had a lot of success early 
on, which brought about a whole new set of 
challenges, including managing their growing 
caseload, hiring and managing their growing 
number of employees, and the logistics of 
building a business from the ground up.

When Patrick passed away unexpectedly 
in 2006, Zachary was devastated. “I wasn’t 
prepared,” he said. “I learned more from that 
experience than anything else, with the many 
obstacles that come from losing your best 
friend and business partner.”

Union Catholic is what brought these two like-
minded and selfless young men together, and 
it was Zachary’s UC friends who really got him 
through this tragic time. “At UC, we were able 
to cultivate real relationships and friendships,” 
Zachary pointed out. He is currently in the 
process of starting a scholarship in Patrick’s 
memory at Union Catholic, which would be 
available to students in urban communities 
who want to attend UC or to current students 
who are in need of tuition assistance.

Project 99, which Zachary now views as 
Patrick’s legacy, is currently a sustainable small 
business, with in-home services being offered 
in Essex, Bergen, Middlesex, Union and Passaic 
counties. Zachary’s goal is for the business to 
continue to grow across NJ as time goes on. 
He and Patrick knew that they were “doing 
what they were supposed to do” when they 
started Project 99. “We just wanted to give 
people what they should have when they come 
into this world, access to high quality care 
regardless of their income bracket,” concluded 
Zachary.

Pictured are (l. to r.) Patrick Pasteur ‘99 (1981-2006) 
and  Zachary Simmons-Glover ’99.



Class of 2007
Amanda Parker was promoted to Senior 
Director of Events and Fundraising with 
Evergreen Partners, a public relations firm 
located in Warren, NJ. In this role, she now 
manages all of the company’s nonprofit clients 
and events.

Edward Sagendorf and Kathleen Tobin 
Sagendorf (both UC faculty) were married on 
October 3, 2015 and honeymooned in Europe 
this summer.

Class of 2008
Tiara Brown received 
a Master of Arts (M.A.) 
degree in Counseling/
Education Specialist 
(Ed.S.) in Professional 
Counseling through 
Seton Hall University’s 
College of Education and Human Service in May 
2015. She attends Fairleigh Dickinson University 
as a doctoral student in the Ph.D. Clinical 
Psychology Program. She is forever grateful for 
the memorable moments and life lessons, which 
were gained at Union Catholic. All the best to 
future graduates!

Monica Picca is a graduate of Maryland 
Institute College of Art and works as a graphic 
designer at International Flavors & Fragrances 
(IFF) in New York. Monica was the graphic 
designer on a Holiday 2015 magazine titled Rose 
& Ivy Journal No. 5. Check it out on line at http://
www.roseandivyjournal.com/

Class of 2009
Justyn Pyz graduated from New Jersey Institute 
of Technology with a Master’s Degree (M.S.) in 
Chemical Engineering in May 2015. Currently, 
he works as a full-time Process Engineer for 
Coperion Corporation in Ramsey, NJ, specializing 
in twin-screw extruder technology. He married 
his wife, Kateryna, this past September. 

ALLIE WHITEFLEET ’08  
Allie Whitefleet has always believed in service 
to others and in giving back. No doubt, this 
kindheartedness took root at an early age and 
was encouraged and nurtured by her family. 
That sense of service grew and blossomed 
at Union Catholic where she availed herself 
of every opportunity to get involved in clubs 
and activities and to serve as a Student 
Ambassador. This enabled Allie to meet new 
people and to expand her horizons, all while 
helping others.

Those seeds of service that had sprouted 
at Union Catholic blossomed at Loyola 
University Maryland, a Jesuit university. Allie 
specifically selected Loyola because of its 
Center for Community Service and Justice 
which “engages students through service 
for a just and equitable world.” She had 
study abroad experiences in El Salvador and 
Australia, thus fully embracing the Loyola 
philosophy. This was the springboard for her 
post-college plan. Following her graduation 
from Loyola with a degree in International 
Business, Allie joined the Jesuit Volunteer 
Corps. This altruistic commitment took her to 
Peru, where she taught in a K-12 school, with 
just one class per grade. Allie noted that the 
beginning was challenging, as she was not a 
teacher by profession and she spoke minimal 
Spanish. She quickly immersed herself in the 
language so that she had a true voice with her 
students and their families. She lived in spartan 
accommodations with the other volunteers, 
and they took the bus everywhere. While 
Allie was teaching the Peruvian people, they 
were also teaching her. She was moved by the 
hospitality of the local community. They had so 
little in terms of food and material possessions, 
yet they welcomed Allie into their homes and 
shared freely. This genuineness inspired Allie 
throughout her two-year stay. 

Allie completed 
her assignment 
and arrived back 
in New Jersey in 
February of 2015. 
Since then, she  
has been working 
for Habitat for 
Humanity of 
Greater Plainfield 
& Middlesex County. She is part of their 
effort to build homes for deserving families 
in local communities. Her long-term goal is 
to blend her International Business degree 
with her desire to serve others. A position in 
a corporation that focuses on social justice 
from a “big business” perspective would be her 
dream job.

Allie has been back to UC recently to speak 
with one of the student clubs about Habitat for 
Humanity and the opportunity for people to 
help others right in their local community. She 
still enjoys birthday celebrations with her UC 
friends and loves to get together with her UC 
track teammates. 

His Holiness, Pope Francis, announced 2016 
as “An Extraordinary Holy Year of Mercy.” The 
focus of the Catholic Church is to be a witness 
of compassion.  Allie Whitefleet has been doing 
that throughout her life.
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Class of 2013
4Jacqueline Fabricatore 
was inducted into the 
International Nursing 
Honor Society, Sigma Theta 
Tau, at the University of 
Delaware. 

Armando Guerra is a Global Business Major 
and Marketing Minor at Kean University. Having 
accepted an internship from COACH Men’s, he 
is working in sales and as a stylist consultant, 
in addition to being a part of the Floor Sets & 
Visuals team. Armando also had the pleasure 
of working with Stephen Marinaro ’92, who is 
best known as “The Salon Guy.” 

Class of 2014
6Last fall, Will Marsh earned the prestigious 
Remy Johnston Award. The Award recognizes 
a young student with dyslexia who is a worthy 
role model for others. The awardee refuses to be 
limited by the challenges of learning differences, 
and strives for excellence, chooses to live as 
an achiever, and continues to enrich, through 
service, the lives of families, friends, employers 
and communities in which he lives. 
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MRS. BETTE SCHNITZER 
FORMER FACULTY  
1962-1998 
In more than 50 years of Union Catholic history, 
there are but a handful of people who can be 
considered UC legends. Mrs. Bette Schnitzer 
is unquestionably one of those. Her legendary 
persona developed much as her name and her 
hairstyles evolved over time. She arrived at Union 
Catholic as Mrs. Elizabeth Schnitzer, but became 
better known as Mrs. Bette Schnitzer. A decade 
or so later, she was lovingly referred to by the 
students as “Mrs. S.” By the time she retired in 
June of 1998, she had achieved rock-star status 
and was identified by just a single letter – “S.”

The name progression was representative of her 
ability to move with the times and to adapt to 
changes. “S” was the first lay teacher hired by 
Union Catholic Girls High School. She accepted 
a position as Physical Education teacher in 
a school building that did not yet have a 
gymnasium. The first physical education classes 
were held in Room 110, where the girls learned 

dances like the Polka and the Tarantella. The 
outdoor exercise regime consisted of running 
up and down the piles of construction dirt. 
“S” managed to borrow equipment from local 
schools so that the girls could learn gymnastics. 
To quote an article in the June 1966 edition of 
the girls’ school newspaper, The Spirit, “obstacles 
were the elements upon which she thrived.” 

As the school grew, so, too, did the athletic 
offerings and the athletic successes. While 
her myriad of professional accomplishments 
are laudable, “S” is best remembered for 
her engaging personality and her love of 
the students. She was always their biggest 
cheerleader. In the course of her illustrious 35-
year career, she attended incalculable UC games, 
both home and away. You knew when “S” was in 
the stands, as she energetically sounded words 
of encouragement. She found you afterwards 
to pat you on the back for a win, or to lift your 
spirits following a loss.  

“S” has five adult children, four of whom live out 
of state. She resides in Hackettstown, NJ with her 

daughter  
Jaimie (UC ’84),  
son-in-law 
Darren, and their 
two children. “S” 
thoroughly enjoys 
her time with 
Alexa, a high school 
freshman, and  
Justin, a high school 
senior. She attends robotics tournaments to 
cheer on Justin and never misses one of Alexa’s 
basketball games. 

A recent Twitter post, following a breakfast 
meeting for this article, elicited innumerable 
responses of love and affection for “S.” This 
outpouring encompassed alumni from many 
UC decades. Those heart-felt sentiments affirm 
her teaching philosophy, “If you got through 
to one kid, it was worth it, you had made a 
difference.” She truly made a difference for so 
many students. That is the hallmark of a genuine 
legend, one whose impact resonates long after 
retirement. 

UC NEEDS YOU...
TO SHARE YOUR RECENT NEWS
Send news blurbs and photos if you
Got engaged...Got married...Got a job...Received a  
promotion...Earned a degree...Received an award...Had a 
baby...Bought a new home...Went on an interesting trip...
Got together with other UC alumni...Want to share a 
favorite UC memory!

TO KEEP YOUR CONTACT INFO CURRENT
You can do this in one of 3 ways:
1  Via the UC website; Go to ALUMNI tab and click on 

UPDATE CONTACT INFO
2  Send an email to alumni@unioncatholic.org
3  �Call Nancy Foulks in Alumni Relations  

at (908) 889-1600, ext. 339

Reminder: In addition to the annual hard copy of  
UC Magazine, is the monthly digital edition of  
UC News & Views.  If you are NOT receiving UC News & 
Views, be sure to submit/update your email.

 Union Catholic High School reserves the right to edit all 
information submitted for publication.



MARY AND  
RICHARD FUCHS
PAST PARENTS ’16,  
’12, ’09
When Mary and Rich Fuchs celebrated the 
graduation of their daughter Kathryn ’16 in 
May, it marked the culmination of 11 years 
as parent members of the Union Catholic 
Community. Sons Richie and Mike graduated in 
2009 and 2012, respectively.

In Union Catholic, the Fuchs family found a 
school where faith and belief in God are woven 
through the students’ every-day experience, a 
place where students, administrators, teachers 
and friends share the same values as the Fuchs 
family. “What made the biggest impression on 
us as parents was that everything started with 
a prayer at UC; faith and belief in God were 
always talked about,” explained Mrs. Fuchs. 

“We also admired how encouraging the 
teachers were,” she added. “They set high 
expectations; it wasn’t just an ‘anything goes’ 

atmosphere. The students had to step up and 
deliver.” Mr. and Mrs. Fuchs appreciated that 
UC celebrates academic achievement as much 
as it recognizes athletic accomplishment. 
Faithful attendees at honor roll breakfasts and 
academic awards ceremonies, they recognized 
how UC makes it possible for students with all 
different interests to find their place, succeed 
and be celebrated. Mr. Fuchs has always been 
impressed by the 21st century technology that 
is such an integral part of the UC experience. 
“It prepared our children well for college,” he 
said.

As parents, Mr. and Mrs. Fuchs got involved 
in UC’s fundraising activities such as Pub 
Night and the 750 Club. They lent a helping 
hand with the Parent Guild, Tricky Tray, 
Forensics and Athletics. They loved serving as 
parent ambassadors at Admissions events for 
prospective students and their families. 

“We love to talk about the school, and how 
much we like it, and how great we think Sister 
Percylee is. For us, Sister is the heart and soul 
of UC,” said Mrs. Fuchs. 

“We’re happy to continue that kind of support,” 
added Mr. Fuchs. “At UC, we found a warm 
community for parents. It wasn’t just our kids’ 
school, it was our school, too.”
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IN MEMORIAM
The Union Catholic Alumni Memorial 
video board is prominently located in the 
main lobby of school.  The display scrolls 
continuously throughout the day, exhibiting 
names of faculty, staff, students and alumni 
who have passed away.  This helps ensure 
that they remain forever in our hearts.

Robert Alessi ‘66

Gerald Alexander ‘66 

Richard Beenders ‘66

Thomas Faitoute ‘66 

Philip Gans ‘66

Keene Assiff Marks ‘66

Robert Mooney ‘66

Angelo Parello, Jr.  ‘66

Elaine Rubbo ‘66

Judith Boniakowski Wilhelm ‘66

James Forsythe ‘67 

Robert Lanigan ‘67 

Patricia Larkins Pfeifer ‘67

MaryAnn Soriano Pencak ‘70 

Thomas Ringwood ‘71

Paul Lanza ‘72

Maureen O’Loughlin Phillips ‘74

Gail Tewes Webb ‘74  

Thomas Voynick ‘76  

Ronald Gaschler ‘84 

Colleen Kremer Greco ‘84

Laura Hochreiner Mattejat ‘86 

 Sister M. Brigid Brady, faculty  

Virginia Bristol, faculty

Eileen O’Reardon, staff

Sister Mary Raymond, faculty

Father Floyd Rotunno, faculty 

Olga Rusin, staff 

Father Allen Weber, faculty 
This list is inclusive of all information received as  
of  September 20, 2016. To share news of a passing  
of a member of the UC Community, please email  
alumni@unioncatholic.org

We remember and pray for the members of our UC community who have passed away this year  
and those whose earlier passings were recently made known to us.



STAY CONNECTED to the great things  
happening throughout the year at  
Union Catholic

Community Events  
Student Achievement  
Alumni Gatherings 
Important Updates & Information 
Special Announcements 
Event Photos 

     unioncatholichighschool

     Union Catholic High School

      @unioncatholichs @alumniunionc 
@UCAdmissions1 @developmentuc 
@UC_SportsNation

Follow Principal Sister Percylee Hart, RSM 
@SPH1600, as she shares her  
daily devotional.

2016 STUDENT GIVING CHALLENGE:  
THE STUDENT-TO-STUDENT  
SCHOLARSHIP DRIVE 
This year, Union Catholic High School offered a new opportunity for students 

to be of service with the creation of the Student-to-Student Scholarship 

Drive. Funds were collected for a scholarship award to an incoming freshman 

student for his or her four years at UC. 

Did You Know?

4�This project was organized by the current UC students to provide 

prospective students with the same exciting opportunities that they, 

themselves, were given. 

4�In keeping with our Middle States objective of promoting social justice, this 

campaign was designed to be a school-wide, student-driven service project. 

The goals of the initiative were to engage current students in meaningful 

service, to promote social justice throughout the UC Community and to 

provide a new, student-driven scholarship opportunity for prospective 

students. 

4�The drive launched on Student Philanthropy Day on February 26, 

2016. The UC Community celebrated and raised awareness by playing 

“Twitter Bingo.” Twitter Bingo is set up like traditional Bingo, except it 

requires participants to tweet photos and messages about philanthropy 

to #UCSEPDay, which stands for Union Catholic Student Engagement & 

Philanthropy Day.
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1600 Martine Avenue
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

Union Catholic High School 
School Consultative Board 2015-2016

Joseph Schurtz ’71, Chair 
Marion Badala Berger ’76, Vice Chair 
Linda Schanz, Secretary

Jane Albert 
Thomas Angelo ’91 
Megan Dyckman ’07 
Edward Esposito 
Patricia Gagliardi 
Donard P. Gaynor 
Caroline Lawlor ‘90 
Margaret Willeford O’Hara ‘66 
H. James Siburn ’81 
Allyson Smith ‘97 
Michael E. Smith, Sr. 
Robert Tomlinson 
Father Michael Ward ’82 
Tiffany N. Wilson ‘90 
Raymond Wuertz

Sister Percylee Hart, RSM, Principal, ex officio

John O’Neil, Associate Superintendent of Secondary 
Schools, Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Newark,  
ex officio 

Administrative Representatives 
Karen S. Piasecki ’88, Associate Principal 
James T. Reagan, Jr. ’96, Assistant Principal

 

50 years ago...  
Union Catholic Girls High School and Union 

Catholic Boys High School celebrated their 

graduation ceremonies. Take a look on pages  

12 and 13 to see how Union Catholic incorporated 

this momentous anniversary into the Class of  

2016 graduation.


