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Message from the Principal
SISTER PERCYLEE HART, RSM

3

I am proud of the fact that Union Catholic High School has earned its 
reputation as a pioneer in providing innovative educational opportunities 
in a faith-based environment. Our teachers are keenly aware of the 
responsibility we have to empower students by providing access to tools 
and opportunities that foster creativity and bring learning to life. It is 
thrilling to be celebrating the 20th Anniversary of UC’s groundbreaking 1:1 
learning program as we revisit the introduction of laptops in 1997  
(page 20).

Student access to learning opportunities demands ongoing investment in 
the facilities that make up our campus. Every year, we identify areas where 
improvements are necessary. These improvements form the back drop 
to the exciting things going on in academics, extra-curricular activities, 
athletics and social justice projects at UC.

During the 2016-17 school year, our partnerships with higher 
education and the business community provided learning opportunities 
on an exciting new level. For example, UC students are:

n  auditing classes in Fairleigh Dickinson University-Madison’s Bloomberg 
terminal lab; 

n   earning college credit from St. Thomas Aquinas College by taking  
English courses created and taught by a UC faculty member; 

n   qualifying for guaranteed admission and scholarships at Georgian Court 
University;

n  learning how to launch a business through the Greater Westfield Area 
Chamber of Commerce Young Entrepreneurs Academy, which is hosted  
at UC;

n   networking with area businesspeople at the annual Union Catholic 
Business Networking Luncheon, where the panel discussion is moderated 
by WCBS Newsradio 880’s Joe Connolly.

I am grateful to members of the UC Community who invest in students by 
establishing their own scholarships, and am equally thankful for those of 
you who support needs-assistance scholarships through the Union Catholic 
Fund. I ask for your financial support to make it possible for all students 
who qualify for admission to UC to have the resources they need to attend 
in spite of the financial challenges families may face.

You are an essential contributor to the success story that is Union Catholic. 
Please continue to support our endeavors with your time, talent and 
treasure. May God bless you as we continue to work together to make it 
possible for our students to achieve success in the real, spiritual and virtual 
worlds. 

Sister Percylee Hart, RSM 
Principal 
908.889.1600 
      mainoffice@unioncatholic.org 
      @sph1600       

(l. to r.) Assistant Principal Dr. James Reagan ’96, 
Assistant Principal Mrs. Noreen Korner Andrews, 
Principal Sister Percylee Hart, RSM,  
Associate Principal Ms. Karen Piasecki ‘88

Student ambassadors and Principal Sister Percylee Hart, RSM prepare to welcome inductees to the 2017 
Hall of Fame VIP reception. 

Follow Sister Percylee Hart on 
Twitter @SPH1600 as she shares  

her daily devotional.
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School Consultative  
Board Profile  
Margaret Willeford  
O’Hara ‘66
Margaret Willeford O’Hara ’66 was a 
trailblazer in 1962 as a freshman in the 
first class at Union Catholic Girls High 
School. Fifty-five years later, she is an 
active member of her alma mater’s School 
Consultative Board (SCB) and happy to 
help further Union Catholic’s mission to 
prepare students for success. She joined the SCB in 2014.

Mrs. O’Hara brings business and academic experience to her role on the 
SCB, having worked as National Director of College Recruiting for Deloitte 
Consulting and as a Biology teacher at Chatham High School, Chatham, NJ. 
She and her husband, Dick, have been married for 45 years. They have two 
sons, Daniel and Timothy, and a grandson, Pippin.

Recognizing that she had been away from UC for a long time, Mrs. O’Hara 
said, “I felt it was incumbent upon me as a board member to have some 
understanding of what was going on in the building during the course of a 
day.” To that end, she sat in on classes to get a quantitative and qualitative 
feel for students’ and teachers’ UC experience.

Mrs. O’Hara believes that students today face more challenges and more 
competition for their attention. “Inside UC,” she said, “I see a sincere and 
successful attempt to focus students and help them to understand that a 
strong academic foundation is important.”

From her seat in the classroom, Mrs. O’Hara saw that, though technology 
is integral to students’ learning experience at UC, it is not an end in itself. 
“Technology is simply a tool that is being used to help students achieve 
success at their individual levels of understanding,” she stated. She believes 
UC is preparing students to successfully respond to what the outside world 
expects: they need to acquire an aptitude for using technology.

Mrs. O’Hara recently re-connected with many friends and classmates 
from Union Catholic when she helped to organize the 50th Graduation 
Anniversary of the Class of ‘66. “It was an amazing experience, but I’m glad 
it’s in the rear view mirror,” she laughed.

“I’m enjoying this opportunity for stewardship by sharing my time, talent 
and treasure with the UC Community,” concluded Mrs. O’Hara. “Whatever is 
needed to be done, I’m happy to do.”

Message from the Chair 
Joe Schurtz ‘71
Over the course of my tenure as Chair of 
the Union Catholic School Consultative 
Board (SCB), I have seen firsthand how 
the beginning of each school year ignites 
an energy and optimistic tone across 
the entire community of faculty, staff, 
administrators, students and parents. I speak for the entire board when I 
say we feel this excitement as well.

The 2017-18 school year celebrates the 20th anniversary of the 
groundbreaking 1:1 learning approach. This visionary foundation 
established UC among the most forward thinking educational environments 
in the state. One of the proudest achievements of the members of the 
initial Advisory Board was the support and guidance that contributed to 
this noteworthy accomplishment two decades ago.

This year, UC takes another step forward. Sister Percylee and the entire 
administration recognize the many unique characteristics of today’s 
Generation Z high school student, including their ability to learn 
independently, process information faster and their greater likelihood to opt 
out of traditional higher education methodology. The tools and techniques 
needed to engage and inspire these students are changing rapidly. Few 
schools are better equipped, and none are better prepared than UC, to 
provide the combination of inventive teaching skills and state-of-the-art 
technology to evolve the educational delivery needed to develop the critical 
thinking skills of this 21st century student. 

The SCB has set an agenda for the coming year which will allow us to 
proactively continue to provide supportive insight to effectively and 
efficiently implement the institutional goals and educational vision of UC. 

The objectives for the coming year include: 

n   Immerse all board members into knowledge sharing seminars that allow 
us to better understand the unique attributes and features of this new 
student population so that the perspective and guidance we offer is based 
on a deeper understanding of their needs and behavior.

n  Create an endowment team that can help secure the long-term financial 
vitality of Union Catholic.

With great optimism, we proceed through this school year with the 
expectations of continuing the legacy of excellence that began more than 
50 years ago. Our hope is to ensure that this and future generations of UC 
students will be prepared for both the challenges and opportunities that 
await them in the real, spiritual and virtual worlds.

We ask for your prayers that God will provide our board with the wisdom, 
focus and passion needed to fulfill our goals.

SCHOOL 
CONSULTATIVE 
BOARD 

48 
Clubs and 
Activities

6
Learning Levels

14:1
STUDENT TO  

FACULTY  
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64%
STUDENTS OF  
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courses
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12 
AP COURSES
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VARSITY SPORTS

71
Towns Represented
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SENDING SCHOOLS
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Tuition

167
COURSES OFFERED

$36,144,592 
College Scholarships 
and Grants earned by 

the class of 2017

472 
Colleges at which 
members of the  
class of 2017  
were accepted



The UC Administration, School Consultative Board, faculty, 

staff, students, parents, family and friends were in attendance to 

celebrate the 196 members of the Class of 2017. Special guests of 

honor included members of the Union Catholic Boys High School 

and Union Catholic Girls High School Class of 1967, who were 

celebrating the 50th Anniversary of their own graduation. 

The ceremony included remarks from Sister Percylee Hart, RSM, 

Principal; William McGloin, Valedictorian; Sean Dorcellus, Student 

Council President; and Bryan Smith ’04, Commencement Speaker.

“To the graduating Class of 2017, congratulations. You will be 

leaving here today with a precious gift, the gift of an education 

and a diploma from Union Catholic Regional High School,’’ said Mr. 

Smith, who attended Marist College and is now employed with WB 

Mason. “It is a gift that you yourself have earned, and also a gift 

that your families have given you. It’s a gift that will open doors for 

you, and is a gift you should cherish and be grateful for.’’ 

Sister Percylee addressed the Class of 2017 by saying, “Your 

presence will be missed as you pursue your college and career goals, 

but all your contributions will remain.” 

“You can do anything, anywhere and anytime. Remember to keep 

your integrity and stay true to yourself,” Sister added. “You are in 

control of your own destiny. I give you this challenge as you pursue 

your dreams: be good, do good, and be a power for good.’’ 

 DUIS PULVINAR MALESUADA | 9

Union Catholic held its 52nd Commencement Ceremony on May 24, 2017.
Class of ’17 graduates earned a record-breaking $36,144,592 in scholarships and awards.

GRADUATION 2017

6 7

Class of 2017

PICTURED ABOVE CLOCKWISE – Student Council President Sean Dorcellus ’17; 
Principal Sister Percylee Hart, RSM and commencement speaker Bryan Smith ‘04;  
2016 Olympian Sydney McLaughlin ’17 received the School Consultative Board Award; 
Valedictorian William McGloin

Ignatius Hazelwood ’17 was recognized for 
perfect attendance over four years. 

Traditional cap tossN’Kayla Black and Emily Blum
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LEGACY  
FAMILIES 
One of UC’s graduation 
traditions is to capture 
photographs of graduates 
whose parent(s) is also a 
Union Catholic graduate.  
It is a true testament to 
the school and its mission 
that many alumni choose 
to send their children to 
Union Catholic.
1 –  Donna Szipszky Bonavitacola ’83  

and Julia Bonavitacola ’17  

2 –  Michael Lettieri ’83 and  
Matthew Lettieri ’17   
 

3 –  William Blum ’88 and Emily Blum ’17 
   

4 –  Deborah Marino Palacio ’90 and  
Emma Palacio ’17  

5 –  Colleen Shea Zych ’83 and  
Ryan Zych ’17 

6 –  Timothy McCabe ’85 and  
Brendan McCabe ’17  
 

Photos unavailable:
Karen Wayne Sepe ’77 and  
Nicholas Sepe ‘17

Catherine Chernego Springer ’84, Kristin 
Springer ’09, Kelly Springer ’13, Katrina 
Springer ’17 and Kathleen Springer ‘18

3

2

4

1

5 6

SENIOR SPOTLIGHTS 
Terry Culpepper, II

He knows it 

sounds strange, 

but when asked 

for his favorite 

UC memory, 

Terry Culpepper, 

II responded, 

“taking AP 

exams.” He 

loved the adrenaline rush that accompanied 

sitting for nine Advanced Placement exams, 

including Calculus, English Literature 

& Composition, European History and 

Macro & Micro Economics. “I have to 

admit, it was little disappointing when 

the challenge was over.” At UC, Terry 

said he acquired a mental fortitude that 

served him well through all his classes. He 

became a successful debater in Forensics 

and demonstrated leadership by founding 

the political debate arena. He is proud of 

the fact that he made friends everywhere 

at UC thanks to being able to be open and 

communicate with everyone. His advice 

to underclassmen is: read a lot. “Being a 

big reader makes you a better writer,” a 

huge help during the college application 

process. Terry attends the University of 

Chicago in Illinois, majoring in Economics. 

He is considering minors in Math and/or 

Statistics.

Lauren Guerra

Lauren Guerra 

will never forget 

the welcoming, 

family atmosphere 

created by UC 

faculty members 

and students. 

This environment 

allowed her to 

develop her communications skills and accept 

increasing amounts of responsibility when 

it came to AP classes and extra-curricular 

activities. Lauren may be best known for 

her inspiring rendition of the Star Spangled 

Banner at most UC events. Her musical talent 

shone on the UC stage where she earned a 

lead role in the spring 2017 musical In The 

Heights and enjoyed every opportunity to 

be part of the Performing Arts Company’s 

hardworking team. Lauren served as UCPAC 

President and Portuguese Club President. 

Her advice to underclassmen is: “Try new 

activities and clubs every chance you get. 

Get out there, get involved, but at the end 

of the day, always prioritize your studies.” 

Lauren attends Fairleigh Dickinson University 

(Madison Campus) in New Jersey where she 

is majoring in Business Marketing. She is 

considering a Theater minor.

Sean Dorcellus

When Sean 

Dorcellus 

decided to give 

Livestream a try 

in his sophomore 

year, he found 

his voice at UC. 

“It started as 

something fun 

because I had to sit out sports; it developed 

into a passion that’s my major at college.” 

For UC Livestream fans, Sean’s was a 

familiar face and knowledgeable voice as 

a frequent announcer at home games. As 

Captain of the Soccer Team and as Student 

Council President, it was important for him 

to always be there for his fellow students, 

a leader who was always willing to help. 

Sean believes his biggest contribution was 

serving as a voice for UC, as an Ambassador 

at events like the student assembly 

celebrating his friend and classmate 2016 

Olympian Sydney McLaughlin, and at the 

installation mass for the new Archbishop 

of Newark, Cardinal Joseph Tobin. His 

advice to underclassmen is: “Get out of 

your comfort zone. To develop talent, you 

have to challenge yourself.” Sean attends 

the Newhouse School of Communications at 

Syracuse University in New York.

Brendan McCabe

During his Freshman for a Day visit in the company of James  

Perona ’16, Brendan McCabe just kept thinking, “This is awesome.” 

That welcoming feeling never left him, so Brendan always made 

a point of saying hello to younger students and making them feel 

comfortable. “It was a cool role to play, from being welcomed to 

welcoming others.” An open-minded person, Brendan prided himself 

on being able to talk to anyone at UC and being part of a variety of 

groups of students. “I had the sense of always being home; I would 

wake up in the morning looking forward to each day and seeing 

what I could do with it.” Brendan served as Cross Country Captain and Animal Rights and 

Endangered Species Club Co-President. His advice to underclassmen is: “Put yourself out there 

to get the full experience of Union Catholic. Even if it’s uncomfortable, say ‘hi’ anyway. A ‘hi’ 

can make the difference in someone’s day and in future relationships.” Brendan attends High 

Point University in North Carolina.

ADVICE FROM THE  
CLASS OF 2017

Challenge yourself

Get involved

Take advantage of  
the opportunities  
UC offers
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SENIOR SPOTLIGHTS Albertus Magnus College
Allegheny College
Alvernia University
American University
Arcadia University
Arizona State University
Assumption College, MA
Auburn University
Averett University
Barry University
Barton College
Becker College
Bloomfield College
Bloomsburg University
Boise State University
Boston College
Boston University
Bowie State University
Bucknell University
Caldwell University
California College of the Arts
Carnegie Mellon University
Case Western Reserve University
Catholic University of America
Cedar Crest College
Centenary University
Clark University
Cleveland Institute of Art
Coastal Carolina University
Colby-Sawyer College
College of New Rochelle
College of Saint Elizabeth
College of Staten Island - CUNY
College of the Holy Cross
College of William and Mary
Concordia University
Coppin State University
County College of Morris
Creighton University
Curry College
Delaware State University
DeSales University
Dillard University
Drew University
Drexel University
Duquesne University
Earlham College
East Stroudsburg University
Elizabethtown College
Elon University
Emerson College
Emmanuel College, MA
Essex County College
Fairfield University
Fairleigh Dickinson University
Felician University
Florida Southern College
Florida State University
Foothill College
Fordham University
Fort Valley State University
Franklin & Marshall College
George Mason University
George Washington University
Georgetown University
Georgian Court University
Gettysburg College
Gordon College, MA
Goucher College
Hampton University
Harrisburg University of Science  
 and Technology
High Point University
Hofstra University
Hollins University
Howard University
Immaculata University
Indiana University Bloomington
Iona College
Ithaca College
James Madison University
John Jay College of Criminal  
 Justice - CUNY
Johnson & Wales University
Johnson C. Smith University
Juniata College

Kean University
Keystone College
King’s University College
Kutztown University
La Salle University
Lafayette College
Lasell College
Lehigh University
Lincoln University, PA
Long Island University
Loyola University Chicago
Loyola University Maryland
Lycoming College
Lynn University
Manhattan College
Manhattanville College
Marist College
Maryland Institute College of Art
Marymount University
Marywood University
McDaniel College
MCPHS University
Merrimack College
Messiah College
Miami University, OH
Michigan State University
Middlesex County College
Millersville University
Misericordia University
Mitchell College
Molloy College
Monmouth University
Monroe College
Montclair State University
Moravian College
Morgan State University
Mount Aloysius College
Mount Ida College
Mount Saint Mary College, NY
Mount St. Mary’s University, MD
New England College
New Jersey City University
New Jersey Institute of Technology
New York Institute of Technology
New York University
Norfolk State University
North Carolina A&T State  
 University
Northeastern University
Nova Southeastern University
Ocean County College
Ohio State University
Pace University
Parsons The New School for Design
Pennsylvania College of   
 Technology
Pennsylvania State University
Philadelphia University
Pratt Institute
Providence College
Purdue University
Quinnipiac University
Radford University
Ramapo College
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute
Rider University
Roanoke College
Robert Morris University, PA
Rochester Institute of Technology
Roger Williams University
Rowan University
Rutgers University
Sacred Heart University
Saint Joseph’s University, PA
Saint Leo University
Saint Louis University
Saint Peter’s University
Salisbury University
Salve Regina University
Savannah College of Art & Design
School of the Art Institute of  
 Chicago
Seton Hall University
Seton Hill University, PA
Southern New Hampshire  
 University

Spelman College
Springfield College
St. Bonaventure University
St. John’s University
St. Thomas Aquinas College
Stevens Institute of Technology
Stockton University
Stonehill College
SUNY - Binghamton University
SUNY - College at Geneseo
SUNY - Stony Brook University
SUNY - University at Albany
Susquehanna University
Syracuse University
Talladega College
Tallahassee Community College
Temple University
The College of New Jersey
Towson University
Tufts University
Tulane University
Tuskegee University
Union College, NY
Union County College
University of Akron
University of Alabama
University of Arizona
University of Bridgeport
University of California
University of Central Florida
University of Chicago
University of Colorado Boulder
University of Connecticut
University of Dayton
University of Delaware
University of Georgia
University of Hartford
University of Hong Kong
University of Illinois at  
 Urbana-Champaign
University of Kentucky
University of Mary Washington
University of Maryland 
University of Massachusetts
University of Miami, FL
University of Michigan - Ann Arbor
University of Nevada, Las Vegas
University of New Haven
University of Notre Dame
University of Pittsburgh
University of Puget Sound
University of Rhode Island
University of Richmond
University of Rochester
University of Scranton
University of Tampa
University of the Arts
University of the Pacific
University of the Sciences in  
 Philadelphia
University of Vermont
University of Virginia
University of Washington-  
 Seattle
Ursinus College
US Air Force Academy  
 Preparatory School
US Military Academy  
 Preparatory School
Vanderbilt University
Villanova University
Virginia State University
Virginia Polytechnic and State  
 University
Virginia Union University
Wagner College
Washington University in St. Louis
West Chester University, PA
West Virginia University
Whittier College
Widener University
Wilkes University
William Paterson University
York College of Pennsylvania

Hannah Toner

The self-

confidence 

gained by 

exploring a 

variety of 

interests at UC 

helped Hannah 

Toner to become 

a leader as 

an upperclassman. As an Ambassador, 

Student Council member and debater, she 

said she matured from a kid to the leader 

she will continue to be as an adult. Her 

prowess as a debater within the Forensics 

program was unanticipated, but fun. She 

recruited new members, helped the team 

qualify for nationals and served as Debate 

Team Captain. She enjoyed working with 

younger students and loved watching 

them gain debating experience. No one big 

event stands out as Hannah’s favorite UC 

memory; instead, it is the “little things” that 

she takes with her: honor roll breakfasts, 

the Halloween parade, play rehearsal and 

cheer practice. “There’s a really strong bond 

that forms every day through these little 

things.” When asked for a piece of advice 

for younger students, Hannah quoted her 

mom: “Friends who matter don’t mind and 

friends who mind don’t matter.” Hannah’s 

recommendation is, “Be yourself.” Hannah 

attends the University of Notre Dame in 

Indiana.

Zachary Sluka

“There was a 

lot more to me 

than I realized 

when I first 

came into high 

school,” said Zack 

Sluka. By taking 

advantage of the 

opportunities 

UC offered, the Performing Arts Company, 

Student Movement Against Cancer, Baseball 

Team and the Ambassador Program, he 

discovered new interests and developed his 

talents. Zack sees himself as a good example 

of what UC wants students to be, involved 

both academically and in extracurricular 

activities. “I was at the top of my class 

academically, but at the same time, I was 

someone you’d see on stage or the athletic 

field.” UC’s spirit of community is what Zack 

will remember most. He takes with him strong 

connections with teachers and lifelong friends 

who will always have a place in his heart. His 

advice to younger students is: take advantage 

of every opportunity UC has to offer. Use high 

school to expand your horizons. “It’s about 

taking advantage (of opportunity) and not 

just being a spectator.” Zack attends Boston 

College in Massachusetts and is majoring in 

Finance.

Sophia Tangreti

At UC, Sophia Tangreti grew from a friendly freshman into an  

outgoing, confident public speaker who enjoyed being the face of UC 

as an Ambassador, Student Council Secretary and on UCTV. “I got very 

comfortable representing UC on a bigger stage, speaking with anyone 

and everyone.” Her service to UCTV is where Sophia feels she made her 

biggest contribution as an announcer and by helping to improve the 

daily production. In every UC activity in which she participated, Sophia 

said she found a “loving community” in which it was easy to walk 

down halls where people were comfortable around each other and very 

welcoming. Her other activities included Cross Country and the Future Health Professionals Club 

which she served as Vice President. Sophia encouraged underclassmen to get involved if they think 

they have an interest or even if they are unsure. “I never expected to see myself on TV every day. 

Once I was, I realized, ‘this is really great and really fun.’” Sophia attends the University of Maryland 

in College Park.

Claire O’Brien

UC taught 

Claire O’Brien 

to understand 

the core values, 

to adapt and 

apply them in 

her own life. “I 

learned how to 

give back from 

what was given to me.” She believes her 

biggest contribution to the UC Community 

was being an ambassador and taking 

advantage of the opportunities UC offers to 

get comfortable in that public role. “I was 

very shy coming in as a freshman.” As the 

only girl to try out for the UC Golf Team 

as a freshman, one of Claire’s proudest 

achievements was helping to grow the 

girls’ participation. When she captained the 

team in her senior year, seven girls tried 

out. “That was a very proud moment for 

me and my mom.” Claire would love to see 

a Girls Golf Team at UC one day. To the 

underclassmen, she said, “Never let fear 

stop you from doing what you’re best at. 

Have the courage to get involved in sports, 

activities and extracurriculars.” Claire 

attends Catholic University in Washington, 

D.C. and majors in Accounting.

COLLEGE ACCEPTANCES 2017

William McGloin

Class of 2017 

Valedictorian 

Billy McGloin 

credits UC for 

helping him 

become a better, 

more well-

rounded person 

with a solid work 

ethic and appreciation for the value of 

service. He hopes he left UC better for his 

having been here through his contributions 

as a student, Ambassador, athlete and Class 

President (junior and senior years). “I will 

definitely remember my teachers, friends 

and the sense of community. Everybody at 

UC is family; that’s what made UC so great, 

and that’s what I looked for in choosing a 

college.” He always advised underclassmen 

to “get involved and try new things; high 

school is a time to explore.” Billy took his 

own advice when he competed for the title 

of Mr. UC. His talent called for him to be 

onstage lip syncing. “I was terrified at first 

and then thought, ‘this is awesome.’ I wished 

I’d done UC Performing Arts Company my 

previous four years. I loved being on stage.” 

Billy is attending the Villanova School of 

Business in Pennsylvania. 
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Terry Zeiss Waters and Donna DeMatteo Heaney 
celebrated a special day.

Kathleen Yeager Gorton

�Madelyn Bavaro McHale and Mike Basile enjoyed the day.

Classmates and former faculty reunited at the Class of 1967 reception.

Sandy Schultz Venezia, Jim Venezia ‘66, Drew Kovacs,  
Tony Sa, and Tom O’Donnell shared UC memories.

Mary Hanley Langan and Elaine Farley Moffett were happy to spend 
time together.

Jeanne McGarry Breckenridge, Bob & Joanne Gurske, and RoseAnn Gould Soloway reminisced.

.

Classmates Jim Eska, Thomas Ledwith, Gregory Mc Garry, David Muldowney

Last year the Union Catholic Class of 1966 introduced a new tradition at UC - the 50th 

Graduation Anniversary celebration. This year the second graduating classes of Union Catholic 

Girls High School and Union Catholic Boys High School continued that tradition. All members 

of the Class of 1967 were invited to participate in the Union Catholic 2017 Commencement 

ceremony on May 24, 2017. As can be seen in the photo above, the alumni wore gold 

stoles emblazoned with the UC logo and the official 50th Graduation Anniversary logo, to 

commemorate their golden anniversary. Leading their classmates in the procession to the 

gym were Mike Basile hoisting the 50th Anniversary gonfalon, as well as Rosemary Sgambati 

Newmark and Bob Sforza, carrying the Girls’ School and Boys’ School 1967 yearbooks, Encounter 

and Witness respectively. 

Following graduation, a Class of 1967 reception took place at Shackamaxon Country Club in 

Scotch Plains. Members of the Class of 1967 came from far and near to celebrate and reminisce. 

While the majority of the attendees live in New Jersey, others travelled from Virginia, South 

Carolina, Georgia, Montana plus three from Florida. Yearbooks and memorabilia were on display, 

and many alumni brought their own yearbooks and photos to share with their classmates. Special 

guests included former faculty members: Sister Elizabeth Michael, O.P., Sister Jonathan, O.P. (now 

Sister Mary Ann), Sister Gerarda, O.P., Sister Mary Immaculate, O.P., and Sister Mary Joseph, O.P.

One of the very special moments during the reception was the heartfelt prayer that was offered 

by Deacon Bob Gurske. In addition to being a graduate of the Class of 1967, Bob is a former UC 

faculty member, and has served as a deacon at St. Bartholomew the Apostle in Scotch Plains for 

more than 25 years. Deacon Gurske’s blessing was followed by a welcome to the Class of 1967 

from Principal Sister Percylee Hart, RSM. Sister spoke of the essential and lasting connection 

between UC of the past and today’s UC. “We changed the school mascot to a Viking when the two 

schools merged in 1980, but images of Misties and Terriers adorn our display cases. The colors 

are blue and white rather than blue and gold, but gold outlines the current UC logo as an homage 

to our past. That is the essence of UC. The main tenants stay the same – core values, a sense of 

belonging, and support from teachers who truly care about each student. But Union Catholic 

knows when to change, to stay abreast of educational trends and ahead of the competition. We 

don’t just survive, we thrive!” An immense sense of school spirit and pride filled the room.

Next year’s 50th Graduation Anniversary celebration will take place on May 24, 2018. All 

members of the Class of 1968 will be invited and are encouraged to mark their calendars 

accordingly.

CLASS OF 1967 CELEBRATES  
50TH GRADUATION ANNIVERSARY

Helen McGee Dwyer

Michele Stone-Graf Dorianne Perrucci

Rosemary Sgambati Newmark and Bob Sforza  
carried the 1967 UC Girls High School and UC Boys High 
School Yearbooks, respectively.

Class of 1967 members prior to joining the commencement procession: (l. to r.) Mike Basile, Donna DeMatteo Heaney,  
Rosemary Sgambati Newmark, Terry Zeiss Waters, David Muldowney, Bruce Rossi, Jim Eska, Bob Sforza
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“It was the best of times, it was the worst 

of times,” was the opening line of Charles 

Dickens’ A Tale of Two Cities. The same 

can be said of the year 1967. The worst 

of times? The war in Vietnam was raging. 

Race riots erupted in Newark, Detroit and 

other major cities across the U.S. The best 

of times? The summer of 1967 was dubbed 

the Summer of Love, as hippies descended 

on the Monterey Peninsula in California to 

attend the first-ever rock music festival in 

the U.S. Some of the most exquisite music 

of the second half of the 20th century was 

released in 1967 by The Doors, The Jefferson 

Airplane and The Jimi Hendrix Experience, 

all of whom would soon reach iconic status 

in the rock world. The Beatles, already 

on rock’s Mt. Rushmore, released their 

groundbreaking album Sgt. Pepper’s Lonely 

Hearts Club Band in June 1967. 

Given the tumultuous times, it is not so 

difficult to comprehend how a few Union 

Catholic High School students, while 

brainstorming a plan for a fundraising 

event that was more modern than a bake 

sale, proposed staging a rock concert in the 

school. In hindsight, the efforts of several 

UC students to convince the administration 

to enter the rock concert business was 

simply an expression of the students’ own 

restlessness and a natural reaction to what 

was happening outside the school’s walls. 

Once the idea was birthed, the challenge 

became breathing life into the monster. 

Leading the effort were Student Council 

President Rob Mathers ’68, Vice President 

Gary Buffington ’68 and Treasurer Jim 

Wood ’68. They formed a concert committee 

which wrote to bands and fan clubs with 

the ultimate goal of booking a band to play 

at the school in the fall. Their initial efforts 

bore no fruit. The boys were clearly out of 

their element, not having any idea about 

booking agencies which represented artists. 

Finally, they decided to consult with several 

student musicians. 

One of the UC musicians was a bass 

guitarist named Bob Gilligan ’68, who 

played in a band called The Decoys. On 

August 12, 1967, Bob had seen an exciting 

band called The Who at the Asbury Park 

Convention Hall. The Who at the time was 

relatively unknown in the U.S., despite 

having released two studio albums on 

the Decca label in the U.S. and scoring a 

number of top-10 hits in Great Britain. Bob 

was nailed to his chair watching The Who 

put on an amazing live show. Lead singer 

Roger Daltrey would twirl his microphone 

like a cowboy tossing a lariat. Guitarist Pete 

Townshend would typically spread his legs 

and swing his right arm like a lightning-

fast windmill as his hand would magically 

find its way to strum powerful chords. 

Drummer Keith Moon would play drums 

frantically, tossing his sticks in the air, arms 

flailing everywhere, mouth open with the 

grin of a madman plastered on his face. 

Only John Entwistle, The Who’s stoic bass 

player, would remain still on stage, like an 

anchor keeping the band from taking flight. 

Bob Gilligan introduced the concept of 

booking agencies to the concert committee 

and recommended that it book The Who. 

Very interested, the committee asked Bob 

if he could obtain the name of The Who’s 

booking agency.

Through a family contact, Bob tracked 

down The Who’s booking agent, 49 year-old 

Blanche Zeller from Verona, NJ. The concert 

committee contacted Blanche, who reviewed 

possible dates with the committee, quoted 

the fee to book the band and discussed the 

numerous issues the school had to tackle in 

order to successfully stage the show.

The Who was part and parcel of the “British 

Invasion” that began in 1964 and included 

The Beatles, The Rolling Stones, The Kinks, 

The Animals, The Zombies, The Dave 

Clark Five and others. The Who was the 

wildest, most frustrated of the group, at 

least as reflected in the band’s music and 

stage show. These four musicians released 

their pent up energy and frustrations by 

smashing their instruments at the end of 

each show. Pete would lift his guitar by its 

neck, hold it perpendicular to the stage and 

pound the guitar’s body onto the stage floor, 

repeating the process until either the guitar 

body broke into pieces or the neck became 

dislodged from the body. Keith would kick 

over his drum kit until his drums were 

strewn across the stage and then walk away 

in disdain. Steve Langer ’68 was quoted as 

saying about The Who’s stage show: “This 

was beyond everyone’s frame of reference.” 

This is the band that Union Catholic booked 

as it entered its rock concert era. 

Union Catholic could never and would 

never have ventured into the rock concert 

business were it not for a very unusual 

individual, Marist Brother Vincent Damian. 

In the fall of 1967, Brother Vincent was 

entering his first year as Principal of 

Union Catholic Boys High School, after 

previously serving as a teacher, guidance 

counselor and Assistant Principal. Brother 

Vincent was known as someone who would 

encourage both faculty and students to 

take on projects, even at the risk of failure. 

Risk-taking was not frowned upon as long 

as the advocate of the proposed project 

was accountable for his efforts and was 

willing to put in the sweat to increase the 

project’s chance of success. Brother Vincent 

instinctively knew that through such doing, 

teachers would grow in their role as leaders, 

and students would grow as human beings 

more ready to meet the challenges that lay 

before them in the real world. Once the 

concert committee refined its business plan, 

Brother Vincent gave the green light for a 

concert to be held in the gym. 

A daunting number of issues presented 

themselves: marketing the concert, security, 

pricing and selling tickets, budgeting, 

insurance, procuring folding chairs, 

obtaining additional voltage and seating 

plans to name a few. In marketing the 

concert, local newspapers and radio stations 

were notified and a poster advertising 

the show was designed and printed. (The 

poster, by now iconic, easily fetches in the 

thousands of dollars on the open market 

today.) The boys figured how many people 

could fill the bleachers and how many 

chairs would be needed to fill the downstairs 

area. Based on a capacity of 2,200, the boys 

printed tickets and rented chairs. Blocks of 

tickets were allocated to local record stores 

and high schools for sale. For security, the 

local Scotch Plains Police Department was 

contacted and individual policemen were hired. 

In the late afternoon of Wednesday, 

November 29, 1967, the day of the concert, 

groups of teens began to congregate in front 

of the school on Martine Avenue, trying to 

get first dibs at the first-come first-serve 

seats. Distracted UC students started looking 

out their classroom windows at the unusual 

scene developing outside. Then faculty 

member Mr. Rocco Lettieri felt obliged to 

venture out of the school to talk to the teens 

and lay down some necessary ground rules 

to keep the crowd orderly.

The show itself was a success. The Decoys, 

including Bob Gilligan ‘68, opened the 

show with a 45-minute set of cover songs. 

The Who played at most for one hour, 

an average length for a band to perform 

during that era. The Who’s set consisted 

of some singles (Pictures of Lily and 

Substitute), a few songs from their second 

album (including Happy Jack and A Quick 

One While He’s Away) as well as their 

newly-released single I Can See For Miles. 

The show was capped by the song My 

Generation, after which The Who smashed 

their instruments. As the lights went on, 

there was a rush to the stage as attendees 

scrambled to take home guitar fragments. 

As the dust settled in the days following 

The Who concert, the committee tallied 

receipts and calculated that the school 

had netted a cool $3,000.  Then and there, 

Brother Vincent agreed to book additional 

concerts. The next concert, this time staged 

by Union Catholic Girls High School, was 

the Lovin’ Spoonful, in February 1968. In 

March 1968, the school hosted another 

British band, Cream. Thus, the foundation 

was laid for a good five-year run of three 

concerts each school year, two organized by 

the boys’ school and one organized by the 

girls’ school. 

In those five years, the rock concert 

business became a reliable source of 

revenue for Union Catholic, something 

which was unprecedented for a high school 

in NJ, if not in the entire U.S. The school 

hosted other well known bands such as 

The Association, Blood Sweat and Tears, 

Chicago, Vanilla Fudge, Iron Butterfly and 

even Black Sabbath. Eventually, as costs 

increased due to the escalation of band fees, 

the concert endeavor ceased to be profitable 

and ended.

Union Catholic’s foray into the rock concert 

business was historic. Besides being the 

first Jersey high school to host regularly 

scheduled rock concerts, UC was among the 

first, if not the first, Jersey high school to 

book bands from England. The students who 

staged The Who concert created the template 

which was followed in later years by 

younger students. They forged a profitable 

business from nothing. This would prove to 

be a valuable experience throughout their  

working years as some became high-level 

executives in the business world.

Do Roger Daltrey and Pete Townshend, 

the only living members of The Who, 

remember the show at Union Catholic? The 

closest thing to an answer was given by 

Roger Daltrey. In 2010, at a meet and greet 

backstage, Mike Ward ’71 showed Roger 

some photos of the show and told him that 

the cost of a ticket was $2.50. The photos 

did not seem to jar Roger’s memory. He did 

joke however and tell Mike: “You paid way 

too much.” Nonetheless, anyone else who 

was in attendance that memorable evening 

will remember that night for the rest of their 

lives. 

 

Michael Rosenbloom is the author  

of the book When Stars Were in Reach, 

The Who at Union Catholic High School, 

November 29, 1967. The book can be 

purchased through Mr. Rosenbloom’s  

website rosesblooming.com, on amazon.com 

or on createspace.com

All images courtesy of Nancy Scalera 

Mackow ‘71

THE WHO AT  
UNION CATHOLIC 
HIGH SCHOOL
50 Years Ago
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The central principle of Catholic Social 

Teaching (CST) is the belief that we are all 

children of God, created in His image, and 

that the life and dignity of human beings 

needs to be promoted and protected. This 

principle is essential to UC’s mission and its 

strong Catholic identity. 

“As people of faith,” explained Academic 

& Faith Formation Dean Mrs. Barbara 

Dellanno, “we are called to take action in 

the name of social justice. We believe that, 

as Jesus said, ‘whatever we do for the least 

of our brothers and sisters, we do for Him.’” 

Following are just a few examples of the 

variety of social justice activities in which 

the UC Community engages.

•  This past year’s Lenten Initiative called 

for the school community to collect new 

socks for men, women and children in 

need. Over 1,000 pairs of socks were 

collected and distributed to the poor and 

homeless in the Elizabeth, NJ area by the 

St. Joseph Social Service. 

•  Peer ministers and students taking the 

Social Justice elective met weekly to 

make peanut butter and jelly sandwiches 

that were also distributed through St. 

Joseph’s. 

•  The Students for Human Dignity Club 

volunteered at the Community Foodbank 

of Hillside, NJ and attended a Hunger 

Summit, along with 20 other high schools, 

to brainstorm ways to end the hunger 

crisis. 

•  Seventeen students from UC, along with 

Right to Life Club faculty moderator Mr. 

Elito Tanyag, participated in the March 

for Life in Washington, D.C. 

•  UC’s C.R.A.Y.O.N. Club (Community 

Raising Autism Yielding Opportunity 

Now) hosted its third annual Special 

Needs Valentine Party. The night included 

music, dancing, games, arts & crafts and 

snacks. 

•  C.R.A.Y.O.N. Club members and faculty 

moderators, Mrs. Nancy Richardson 

Saggio ‘88 and Mrs. Cheryl Rossi, also 

participated in the Spectrum 360 Walk 

for a Lifetime fundraiser at Verona Park, 

Verona, NJ. 

•  UC’s Glamour Gals provided manicures 

for the residents of The Chelsea in 

Fanwood, NJ; and went to Horizon High 

School in Livingston, NJ, which serves 

students with multiple disabilities. At 

Horizon, club members helped students 

get ready for their prom, accompanied by 

co-moderators Mrs. Kristen Angelo and 

Mrs. Michele Donegan. 

•  UC’s seventh annual Project Haiti Coffee 

House was hosted by the French Club 

and Project Haiti under the direction of 

Mrs. Kamila Ciringione, who moderates 

both clubs. These clubs collaborated with 

moderator Mrs. Rebecca Venezia  

Schroppe ‘93 and UC’s National Art Honor 

Society, whose members contributed their 

art work for a silent auction that raised 

funds for Project Haiti.

“We are committed to spreading the Gospel 

message by living as Jesus did,” said Mrs. 

Dellanno. “In doing so, we are providing 

a ‘light to all nations’ and creating a more 

just, peaceful and loving world.”

DISTINGUISHED SCHOLARS PROGRAM

SOCIAL JUSTICE IN ACTION
Students For Human Dignity attended the March For Life in Washington, D.C. National Art Honor Society students at the Project Haiti Coffee House

Students For Human Dignity volunteer at the Community Foodbank, Hillside, NJ. 

The Distinguished Scholars Program at 

Union Catholic is designed for students who 

present outstanding academic credentials, 

have demonstrated success and display 

potential to grow in a setting that fosters 

continued inquiry and intellectual growth 

and development. 

Students are selected as Distinguished 

Scholars based on strong academic 

performance in 6th, 7th and 8th grade 

and scoring in the top percentiles on 

standardized tests and the Union Catholic 

scholarship placement exam. 

In the Distinguished Scholars Program, 

students begin with Accelerated classes 

as freshmen. As each student progresses, 

course loads can be tailored to strengths and 

interests through an individualized selection 

process. 

The program, structured as a pre-AP 

(Advanced Placement) track, hones students’ 

knowledge of content as well as their 

critical reading, writing, and thinking skills. 

Students begin AP course work sophomore 

year and have the opportunity to select 

from 12 in-house AP courses which are also 

available for dual credit through Fairleigh 

Dickinson University and accepted at many 

colleges and universities throughout the 

country. By earning AP or dual credit, 

graduates of the Distinguished Scholars 

program may begin their college career 

with 24 credits or more, representing a full 

year of college credit while still in high 

school. Additional AP courses are offered 

online through The Virtual High School 

Collaborative (VHS). 

“Students in the Distinguished Scholars 

Program are well on their way to 

becoming lifelong learners, and we provide 

opportunities that will help them realize 

their full potential,” said Academic & Faith 

Formation Dean Mrs. Barbara Dellanno. 

“Students in this program appreciate each 

other’s gifts and talents. Great synergy 

exists among them, and the relationships 

formed with their fellow scholars will be 

some of the most important of their high 

school career.”

What do students and a teacher have to say? 
“I’ve loved teaching English 1 Accelerated for the past 14 years! It is a great program for the 
students, and I find that most students are really challenged for the first time being in a class 
with other high achieving students. Being in the program gives them the opportunity to build 
friendships and a support system from day one of high school. We study challenging texts 
such as Oedipus Rex and The Great Gatsby. Students love engaging in online and face-to-face 
discussions about how the themes of those works relate to current issues.”  
–Ms. Kathy Webber, Teacher 

“I was most challenged in my freshman classes in handling work properly. In the midst of 
sports and activities, I learned that being smart about managing time was crucial to academic 
success. I was also challenged to think in a variety of ways, which was the best way to soak in 
the information that I was trying to learn. For example, in classes such as Geometry and Biology, 
I had to think logically and think in steps. In classes such as English and Writing, however I had 
to think more intuitively about the work that I was studying, trying to think between the lines. 
Either way, I learned to grasp the larger picture of what I was learning, which has helped me 
significantly. Another beneficial part of these classes is the satisfying feeling that you are being 
pushed, and that you can work hard to make it through the challenge of it.”  
–Andrew Palacio ’20

“Something I find incredibly fulfilling is the student-held discussions and debates in each class. 
The teachers are incredibly inclusive; opinions, thoughts, and questions from students are 
encouraged. I learned not only from my textbooks and teachers, but from my fellow classmates. 
I benefit because I thrive in an environment filled with like-minded, curious students and friends 
around me. I feel that the AC class level is like an intellectual playground; we are free to think, 
try and learn without any obstacles. With the AC level leading directly to the AP level for college 
credits, so many doors are open to me. “  
–Gabriel Abood ’20

“Even in freshman year, these classes took the basics and asked ‘Why?’ and ‘How?’ We learned 
how to go over large amounts of text, not only getting the meaning, but developing our own 
theme and essay for it. We learned to solve math and science problems by bringing them into 
the real world. We learned why historical leaders made their decision and discussed their impact 
on the world today. AP and AC classes teach students to consider the full picture of what is, why 
it is, and how it is.”  
–Sara Tennant ‘18

Pictured with Principal Sister Percylee Hart, RSM and Janessa Mendoza ’18, founder of the JoinMe at UC Scholarship, is 
scholarship recipient Jillian Jacinto ’20.  
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The accomplishments 
of these extraordinary 
individuals, who have helped 
Union Catholic advance its 
rich tradition of excellence, 
are forever woven into the 
fabric of the UC Community.

Alumni Award  
Peter Tierney ’66  
Member of first graduating class at Union 

Catholic Boys High School. Played varsity 

basketball and baseball at UC. Former UC 

faculty member and coach. Has lived a 

life of service to young people, dedicating 

himself to bringing out the best in them, 

thus impacting their lives forever. Has 

received numerous coaching, teaching and 

community service awards and recognitions.

Arts Award (inaugural award) 
Dennis Boyle ‘66 

Salutatorian of first graduating class at 

Union Catholic Boys High School. Teacher 

of choral arts at all school levels for more 

than 40 years. Artistic Director & Conductor 

of Philomusica Chamber Choir. Has 

performed at Carnegie Hall, Avery Fisher 

Hall, Kennedy Center and the Vatican. 

Winner of multiple nationwide competitions 

for choral directors.

Athletics Award 
Cheryl Cop Hart ‘89 

Exemplary student-athlete as a UC girls 

basketball team member. Won three state 

championships. Named All-County and 

All-State four years. Member of the Rutgers 

University Women’s Basketball team. 

Inducted into the Rutgers University Hall 

of Fame. Recipient of Rutgers’ prestigious 

Headley-Singer Award, presented annually 

to an outstanding female student-athlete.

Athletics Award 
Laura Iden Gibbons ‘98 

Regarded as one of the greatest soccer 

players in Union Catholic history. All-

County three years. All-State two years. 

All-American in 1997. Two-time County 

champion. Star Ledger Player of the Year. 

Captain of women’s soccer team at Brown 

University. Recipient of Brown’s Dobson-

Kay Coaches’ Award for outstanding 

contribution, dedication and sportsmanship. 

Community Leader 
Martin Mazick ‘68 

Named a Major General of the United States 

Air Force in 2005, he retired in 2011 as 

Vice Commander, Headquarters Air Force 

Reserve Command, Robins Air Force Base, 

GA. One of the most respected leaders in the 

USAF. Recipient of numerous awards and 

decorations, including the Distinguished 

Service Medal, Legion of Merit, Global 

War on Terrorism Service Medal, and 

Humanitarian Service Medal.

Community Leader 
Monica Howlett Vermeulen ‘69 

Founded the Ashley Lauren Foundation 

– Hope & Help for Children with Cancer 

in NJ after her daughter was diagnosed 

with cancer. Has worked tirelessly to assist 

pediatric cancer patients with financial, 

material and emotional support. Has raised 

hundreds of thousands of dollars for 

families in need. Recipient of numerous 

awards for her outstanding humanitarian 

efforts.

Educator 
Maryann Farrell 
Spent more than 35 years at Union Catholic. 

Began her UC career as an English teacher 

at Union Catholic Boys High School. Served 

as Department Chair and moderator for 

the yearbook and National Honor Society. 

Positively impacted students’ lives by 

blending exceptional education practices 

with life lessons. After retiring from 

teaching, she returned to work at UC in 

Student Affairs as well as the Admissions 

and Development Offices.

Educator 
Sister Mary Raymond, RSM 
Member of UC faculty from 1982-2005. 

Taught chemistry and inspired others 

to pursue careers in science. Served as 

Department Chair for Science. Founding 

Moderator of Union Catholic Environmental 

Club (UCEC) in 1990. Spearheaded initiatives 

in ecology, youth education, recycling 

and community service. UCEC received 

numerous awards under her leadership, 

including The President’s Environmental 

Youth Award.

Parents 
Patricia and Vito Gagliardi, Jr. 
Active participants in school activities 

while their two sons attended UC – Vito, III 

’12 and Gregory ‘13. Patricia is a current 

member of the UC School Consultative 

Board, having joined in September 2011. 

Vito, Jr. is a regular broadcaster on UC 

Livestream and has mentored student 

broadcasters. Vito, Jr. has also been a guest 

speaker for several UC classes. Patricia and 

Vito, Jr. provide on-going support to UC 

initiatives in athletics and academics. 

2017 HALL OF FAME

Rich Scialabba ’70, HOF 2006, 2017 Alumni inductee Peter Tierney ’66, 2017 Arts 
inductee Dennis Boyle ’66 and Hall of Fame master of ceremonies Dave Thornton ‘75

 Arts inductee Dennis Boyle ’66 with wife Diane Boyle

Athletics inductees Cheryl Cop Hart ’89 (c.) and Laura Iden 
Gibbons ’98 with Sister Percylee Hart, RSM

Community Leader inductee Monica Howlett  
Vermeulen ’69 and daughter Ashley Lauren Vermeulen

 Community Leader inductee Marty Mazick ’68 (far r.)  
with wife Mary Jo and friends Bill Erickson ’68 and Elizabeth 
Baker

Educator inductee Maryann Farrell (second from r.) is 
pictured with friends and former colleagues (l. to r.) Joan 
Dwyer, Mrs. Barbara Dellanno, Academic & Faith Formation 
Dean and Mrs. Noreen Korner Andrews, Assistant Principal

Family and friends of Sister Mary Raymond, RSM (dec.) 
attended the induction dinner in her memory. Pictured are 
her sister Suzanne Egony, friend Sister Loretta Fernandez, 
RSM, and niece Rebecca Stock.

Patricia and Vito Gagliardi, Jr. accept the Parents Award 
from Principal Sister Percylee Hart, RSM.

 Union Catholic High School Hall of Fame Class of 2017 
Standing (l. to r.): Monica Howlett Vermeulen ’69, Marty Mazick ’68, Vito Gagliardi, Jr., Patricia Gagliardi, Sister Loretta 
Fernandez, RSM (who accepted the Educator Award on behalf of Sister Mary Raymond, RSM) 
Seated (l. to r.): Maryann Farrell, Dennis Boyle ’66, Peter Tierney ’66, Cheryl Cop Hart ’89, Laura Iden Gibbons ‘98

Union Catholic honored distinguished members of its community on September 30, 2017. 

To nominate someone for induction into the UC Hall of Fame, visit the UC website at Alumni/Hall of Fame for a nomination form. 
Nominations are welcome anytime and should be submitted to alumni@unioncatholic.org



It all started with a fax. 
The groundbreaking shift 
in education delivery 
at Union Catholic High 
School that occurred in 
1997 was sparked by a 
fax from Bill Gates at  
Microsoft to Principal 
Sister Percylee Hart, RSM. 

The fax invited UC to attend Microsoft and 

Toshiba’s “Anytime, Anywhere Learning” 

Summit in Atlanta, GA. Her interest piqued, 

Sister Percylee booked flights for herself 

and then Technology Director Ms. Mary 

Cullinane ’85 (UC faculty 1991-99). At 

the time, UC had eight well-established 

computer labs in place. What they learned at 

the summit that summer of 1997, however, 

changed everything about UC’s approach to 

integrating technology into the curriculum. 

“We kept thinking that sending kids to a 

computer lab to do work was like sending 

kids to the room where all the pencils were 

to write,” recalled Ms. Cullinane. 

“That did it for me,” agreed Sister Percylee. 

“What we learned required a mega shift in 

UC’s education delivery system from pencil 

to computer.” 

Equipped with personal laptops, students 

could take more responsibility for their 

learning, and that learning could take place 

anywhere – in the classroom, at home, on 

the bus, in the gym before practice – at 

any time. When UC made the revolutionary 

decision to go in this direction, there were 

only two or three other schools in the 

country that had taken this monumental 

step.

Huge challenges lay ahead. “It was an 

enormous lift to start the laptop program,” 

explained Ms. Cullinane. “The technology 

hadn’t caught up with the needs of a 

school environment yet. Batteries didn’t 

last long. Wireless access wasn’t common. 

Bandwidth was horrible. Technical support 

had to be instantaneous. The people part 

took the most work. Some members of the 

community were appropriately skeptical. 

The time investment required for success 

was extraordinary. And this was being asked 

of people who didn’t have any extra time.

“We had to constantly check ourselves 

and ask, ‘So what?’ Is this really making 

a difference in how kids learn? Are the 

activities instructionally sound? Are our 

kids able to do things that, absent the 

technology, they would not be able to do? 

It was a high bar that we were constantly 

measuring ourselves against. Sometimes 

we fell short, but we would always push 

ourselves to be better.” 

Ms. Cullinane credited the leadership 

of Sister Percylee and Retired Assistant 

Principal Mr. Michael Marotti (UC faculty/

administrator 1970-2003) for ensuring that 

this historic shift in the UC Community took 

place successfully.

Mr. Marotti countered, “The laptop program 

would never have happened without Mary 

Cullinane. She was able to develop the 

infrastructure for this to take place. She 

was a great communicator who convinced 

teachers who questioned why we were 

doing this; more importantly, she was able 

to convince parents that this was a good 

investment in their child’s education. People 

like Mary and Karen (Piasecki), those are the 

people that made the program successful; 

they are the people that made it happen.”

It was decided that the 23 freshmen in UC’s 

Distinguished Scholars program for the 

Class of 2001 would pilot the program in 

September 1997. UC called a special parent 

meeting that summer to introduce the 

groundbreaking initiative. 

“It was a challenge to explain to and 

convince parents that laptops didn’t 

mean that students would be teaching 

themselves,” said Associate Principal 

Ms. Karen Piasecki ’88, who took over 

as Technology Director in 1999. “We 

emphasized that the laptop is a tool that 

enhances learning and helps students to be 

more organized, while preparing them for 

the future.”

Recognizing that a laptop purchase 

would be an additional financial burden 

for families, UC had to make the case 

for parents to make this unanticipated 

investment in their child’s high school 

education. In 1997, the cost for a Toshiba 

430CDT laptop was $2,299. UC secured a 

grant of $650 for each student so the actual 

cost per family was $1,649 in year 1. The 

purchase came with guaranteed tech support 

for four years.

Thinking back to that meeting, past parent 

Joe Schurtz ’71 stated, “I was excited by the 

potential for technology and educational 

innovation in the high school curriculum. 

My wife and I felt that the 1:1 learning 

would not simply redefine how a 21st 

century student would learn; we hoped it 

would serve to inspire students to more 
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CELEBRATING 20 YEARS 
From Laptops to Tablets and Beyond:
UC Pushes the Edge with Educational Technology

proactively engage in their day to day 

education. This was truly a visionary 

approach to education led by three of the 

most gifted educators in UC’s storied history. 

Because of the leadership provided by Sister 

Percylee, Mike Marotti and Mary Cullinane, 

we were confident that it would prepare our 

daughter (and our other daughters who later 

attended UC) not only for the classes she 

was taking at UC, but in her later studies in 

college as well. When I look back 20 years 

later, I have no doubt that this approach 

strongly contributed to her many academic 

accomplishments and was a cornerstone 

contributor to the successful career (in 

technology) she now enjoys.”

It was one thing to get parents on board. 

It would be another to get all faculty 

members aligned with the concept and the 

challenges that laptop learning presented 

to traditional ways of teaching. “We needed 

the movers and shakers among the faculty 

to get on board,” said Sister Percylee. As 

a result, department heads were the first 

faculty members to receive intensive laptop 

training. 

“This new tool was quite a motivator for 

everybody,” recalled Mrs. Myrna McManus 

(UC faculty 1979-2000). “I was excited 

about the opportunity. It was quite easy 

for me because students basically taught 

me what I didn’t know. They were the best 

teachers to show the faculty things we 

hadn’t learned; they take to it (technology) 

so naturally.”

Rob Trotte ’01 was one of those students for 

whom using the laptop came easily. Unlike 

most of his classmates, Rob had a computer 

at home. He is proud of having worked with 

Ms. Cullinane to start the IT Help Desk. 

He said, “I remember moving all our desks 

to one corner of the classroom because 

laptops came with just a 6-foot cord. Laptop 

batteries at the time didn’t last more than 

two hours. I remember lots of power cords 

and power strips.” His experience at UC 

helped him chart a successful career path. 

With a degree in electrical engineering, Rob 

is a development product engineer who 

writes software that tests computer chips.

Rob’s classmate, UC staff member Ms. 

Patricia Nuwer ’01, was hesitant about the 

laptop at first. “The only experience I had 

with computers was practicing typing in 

grammar school and playing educational 

games. Although I came in with no 

computer knowledge, the faculty and staff 

were very patient and helpful and I was 

comfortable in no time. Although a web of 

wires connected to hubs is a thing of the 

past (at UC) and technology is  

ever-changing, the support and spirit of 

UC faculty and staff to make the program a 

success for all students created the backbone 

that has never changed.”

Assistant Principal Mr. Michael Marotti supervises members of the Class of 2001 as they unpack their laptops.

From the beginning, laptop technology was incorporated into all facets of the UC curricula, including science labs.
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“Cancer was a word in my vocabulary from 

around the age of 8 when my grandmother 

was diagnosed with breast cancer. It wasn’t 

until middle school, though, when three kids 

my age were diagnosed with leukemia that 

the word became real. One of those kids was 

one of my best friends whom I’d known 

my entire life,” recalled Megan Dyckman 

’07. “I knew I couldn’t ‘fix’ them or really 

make them feel better, but I wanted to do 

something.”

In 8th grade, Ms. Dyckman organized a 

benefit basketball game at her middle  

school and participated in her first American 

Cancer Society Relay for Life. But, during 

her sophomore year at UC, cancer hit home 

when her mom was diagnosed with breast 

cancer. Megan’s religion teacher, Mrs. Karen 

Schurtz (UC faculty 1995-2010), encouraged 

her to form a club at UC to help those 

affected by cancer, and offered to be the 

moderator. 

“We thought a lot about how to empower 

young people who may or may not have 

been personally affected by cancer to 

respond in a positive way,” Mrs. Schurtz 

recalled. “SMAC brought out the best 

of the students in the most unlikely of 

circumstances. Working together taught 

them important life skills.” 

In 2005, the inaugural SMAC Executive 

Board was responsible for organizing 

fundraising events and recruiting and 

retaining members. Thanks to their efforts, 

SMAC is consistently one of the largest 

student clubs year after year.

“I am honored to have played a part in the 

formation of SMAC and am thrilled that it 

continues to thrive at UC,” said Kimberley 

Schanz ’07. “I have a lot of memories as 

a result of the special camaraderie that 

developed when walking with someone 

around a track at 3:00 a.m. during Relay for 

Life. To see such an outpouring of support 

from students who wanted to help in any 

way was a great feeling.” 

The first fundraising event that SMAC 

organized was the Quarters for Cancer 

Dinner. Now in its 13th year, Quarters 

is one of the most popular events of the 

school year as hundreds of members of the 

UC Community turn out to enjoy supper 

in support of a great cause. Mark your 

calendar for April 19, 2018. 

School Counselor Mr. Michael Conte is the 

current SMAC moderator. “It was a perfect 

fit for me since I brought the Relay for Life 

to my high school when I was a senior. It 

was a nice full circle moment for me to be 

able to head such an important effort,”  

he said.

Over the last five years, education and 

prevention have become the biggest focus of 

SMAC. The club provides prevention tips 

and educational activities to inform the  

UC Community. 

“I joined SMAC because I wanted to make a 

difference in conquering cancer, increasing 

awareness and raising money,” explained 

Executive Board member Timothy Glastal ’18. 

Ms. Dyckman is proud of the lasting legacy 

that SMAC has at UC. “I’m thrilled that so 

many UC students continue to join the fight 

to end this disease that impacts so many. If 

you’re part of SMAC, know you’re having 

an impact.”

UNION CATHOLIC’S STUDENT  
MOVEMENT AGAINST CANCER (SMAC)

From Toshiba laptops to IBM laptops to 

today’s Lenovo ThinkPad Yoga, UC never 

compromises when it comes to providing 

students with the most versatile and well-

equipped learning tool. “We have always 

wanted the full capacity of a computer 

to properly prepare students for college, 

business and their future,” explained Ms. 

Piasecki. “Computer capability is a priority 

for us.”

John Stewart, Partner Executive at 

mindSHIFT Technologies, has walked with 

UC every step of its 1:1 learning journey. 

Mr. Stewart’s team has redesigned UC’s 

technology infrastructure three times over 

the past 20 years, taking it from switches 

with wires dangling from the ceiling in 

every classroom to today’s wireless network 

with 70+ access points. A Lenovo-certified 

mindSHIFT representative comes to UC three 

times a week to service students’ tablets. In 

the early days of the program, laptops had 

to be shipped to Atlanta, GA for service. 

“I talk to schools all over the country, 

public, private, charters, districts huge and 

small,” said Mr. Stewart. “The example I 

give is UC. I talk about how the school 

started with dangling wires and has been 

the pioneer in integrating technology into 

the classroom. I point to laptops, security, 

infrastructure and say, ‘look at what UC has 

done.’ Most of the schools in New Jersey and 

New York have come to UC to ask, ‘how did 

you do it, how can we learn from you, how 

can we emulate your success?’”

When asked to reflect on her role in 

launching the 1:1 learning program, Ms. 

Cullinane responded, “I’m most proud of 

being part of the team at Union Catholic 

that pulled this off. It took so many people; 

every member of our community was an 

actor on this stage. It was a tremendous 

amount of work and I made a ton of 

mistakes. But we never gave up. We believed 

in the mission that our kids would be better 

off having this experience and because of 

that, we would do anything we could to 

make it work. I learned to think big, to go 

after something that everything around 

you is saying is unattainable. As Eleanor 

Roosevelt said, and a quote I shared when I 

was honored to give a UC Commencement 

speech: ‘Do the thing you think you cannot 

do.’ For it is those things that will make our 

lives worth living.”

“We have always wanted 
the full capacity  
of a computer to  

properly prepare students 
for college, business  

and their future. 
Computer capability  
is a priority to us.” 

When the 1:1 learning program launched, every student’s laptop was hard-wired to a hub in each classroom to gain 
access to the Internet.

Original SMAC Executive Board members (l. to r.): Kimberley Schanz, Ashley Kondracki, Megan Dyckman, 
Danielle Kania and Erica Petela, all members of the Class of ‘07

Patrick Hartnett ’18 and Jiang Wang ’18 contrast a 1997 
Toshiba laptop to today’s Lenovo tablet.

Gianna Peralta ’21 and Janessa Mendoza ’18 compare 
notes outside the gymnasium. 

Class of ’17 UC SMAC members walked all night at the American Cancer Society’s Relay for Life in Clark. Pictured  
(l. to r.): Chloe Ramirez, Zack Sluka, moderator  Mr. Michael Conte, Rob Herron and Dylan Teixeira 
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Message from the  
DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT &
DONOR RELATIONS

I enjoy the privilege of connecting with many of you who are deeply 
committed to the mission of Union Catholic in person, by phone, via email 
and on social media every day. 

Much has been given to all of us who are, or who have been, blessed to be 
part of the UC Community. With that in mind, “From everyone to whom 
much has been given, much will be required.” (Luke 12:48)

In gratitude for priceless gifts such as education, faith, friendship, 
mentorship, a moral compass, opportunity and self-discovery, many choose 
to give back to UC. Donations of time, talent and treasure combine to make 
a powerful, positive difference for all students. Working together, donors 
help to ensure that the momentum that has driven UC to the forefront of 
Catholic high school education in the State of New Jersey continues strong. 

There are extraordinary things happening here, but there is always more to 
be done. Help us keep the momentum going. I encourage you to reflect on 
the gifts that UC has given you. Please consider showing your gratitude by 
making a donation to the 2017-18 Union Catholic Fund using the enclosed 
envelope or online at www.unioncatholic.org/GIVING

Our students will be so grateful. 

Susan M. Dyckman 
Director of Development & Donor Relations  
Parent of Megan ’07, Kelly ’09 
908.889.1600, ext. 309  
       sdyckman@unioncatholic.org 
       development@unioncatholic.org 
      @developmentuc       

Interested in more information on  
giving to UC?
You can do this in one of 3 ways:

1.  Visit the UC website; go to GIVING tab

2.  Send an email to development@unioncatholic.org

3.  Call Susan Dyckman in Development at 908.889.1600, ext. 309

2016-17 Highlights
6 New Scholarships established

1 One-Time Scholarship 
awarded

22 UC tuition scholarships 
awarded

25 College scholarships  
awarded

The School Counseling Department 

publicizes non-donor-directed scholarships 

to students and parents via email in March 

(seniors and juniors) and April (sophomores 

and freshmen). Donor-directed scholarships 

are not open for general application.

To read the stories behind these  

scholarships and to see a list of recipients, 

visit www.unioncatholic.org/Giving/

Scholarships.

For information about how you  
can invest in the scholarship 
program at Union Catholic,  
please contact Susan Dyckman,  
Director of Development & Donor 
Relations, at 908.889.1600,  
ext. 309 or development@
unioncatholic.org.

College Scholarships
The Elizabeth Ann Carolan Endowed Scholarship* 
 Established by the D’Antico and Carolan families

The Dorothy Grzankowski Endowed Scholarship 
 Established by Mrs. Susan Bischoff

The Joseph Grzankowski Endowed Scholarship 
 Established by Mrs. Susan Bischoff

The Kelemen Scholarship* 
 Established by the Estate of Livia Kelemen

The Rocco Lettieri Endowed Scholarship* 
 Established by the Lettieri Family

Joanne Federico Malloy ‘74 Memorial Scholarship 
 Established by friends and classmates 

Susan Satriano Memorial Scholarship* 
 Given by the Susan Satriano Memorial 
Scholarship Foundation

Whitehouse Laboratories Scholarship 
 Established by Mr. and Mrs. Angelito Mendoza

ONE-TIME Giuliana Velona Memorial Scholarship 
 Given by Mr. and Mrs. Robert Velona

Johanna Wilk Memorial Scholarship 
 Established by the Johanna Wilk Memorial 
Foundation

Junior Tuition Scholarships
NEW Stephen A. Galdon Memorial Scholarship* 
 Established by Mr. and Mrs. Paulino Rama and 
Mrs. Geraldine Galdon

The Sister Regina Smith, RSM Endowed 
Scholarship 
 Established by family and friends

Sophomore Tuition Scholarship
Giuliana Velona Memorial Scholarship 
 Established by Mr. and Mrs. Robert Velona

Freshman Tuition Scholarships
The Mary J. Cullinane Endowed Scholarship* 
 Established by Ms. Mary J. Cullinane ‘85

The Sister Percylee Hart, RSM Endowed 
Scholarship* 
 Established by family and friends

 
 
NEW Join Me at UC Scholarship* 
 Established by Janessa Mendoza ‘18

The Sister Eloise Claire Kays, RSM Endowed 
Scholarship 
 Established by family and friends

Joseph A. Placco Memorial Scholarship* 
 Established by Mrs. Marie Placco

The Sandra Stagg Memorial Scholarship* 
 Established by the Stagg and Cocoziello families

The Sara J. Will Endowed Scholarship 
 Established by Mr. and Mrs. John M. Cregg

Incoming Freshman Scholarship
The Nancy L. Occhipinti Endowed Scholarship* 
Established by Mr. Patrick O’Keefe and Mrs. Karen 
Occhipinti O’Keefe ’80, Mrs. Lauren Occhipinti 
Koppel ’84 and Mrs. Nancy Occhipinti Noe ‘81

NEW Student-to-Student Scholarship* 
 Funded by UC students through the annual 
Student Giving Challenge

Other Scholarships
NEW Needs Assistance Scholarship* 
 Established by an anonymous donor

The Eldon Hammeke Scholarship* 
Established by Mrs. Grace Hammeke and funded 
by the Knights of Columbus Summit Council #783

Navin Bros. Food Service Scholarship* 
Established by Mr. Joseph Navin

One-Room Schoolhouse Grant* 
 Established by Mr. Bruce Zehnle

Scholarship Funds (funding in progress)

NEW Endowed Scholarship  
 Established by Ms. Nancy E. Foulks ‘76

NEW The Coach Kathy Matthews Endowed 
Scholarship  
 Established by players and friends 

The Hall of Fame Endowed Scholarship  
 Established at the 2015 Hall of Fame

*Donor-directed

SPIRIT OF PHILANTHROPY SOARS 

Far left: Elizabeth Ann Carolan Endowed Scholarships 
were awarded to Class of ’17 graduates Thomas Nucatola 
and Chloe Ramirez. Pictured with the graduates are (l. to 
r.): Paul Carolan, Lynn D’Antico, Michael D’Antico, Jr., and 
Michael D’Antico III ’13.

Near left: Jared Ware ’19 proudly accepted the Giuliana 
Velona Memorial Scholarship. He is pictured with 
Principal Sister Percylee Hart, RSM and Mr. and  
Mrs. Robert Velona.

The Student Giving Challenge raises funds for UC’s Student-to-Student Scholarship. 
Pictured are Lexi Marta ’17, Lauren Power ‘19, Cameron Guanlao ‘18 and  
Matt Gomez ‘19 on Student Philanthropy Day 2017.



 

Girls Basketball Coach Kathy Matthews 

reached a thrilling milestone on February 

22, 2017. With many of her former players 

on hand, Coach Matthews guided the 

Vikings to a 49-28 victory over South 

Plainfield to make hoops history, becoming 

just the fourth girls basketball coach in New 

Jersey to register 700 victories. The Vikings 

finished the season with a 20-6 record as 

the legendary coach improved her career 

record to 701-314 in 41 years at the helm of 

the Vikings.

“I have to thank every player that’s ever 

played for me here, past and present, ’’ 

said Coach Matthews. “I have to thank my 

coaching staff, the administration here 

at Union Catholic, my Athletic Director 

(Mr. Jim Reagan, Sr.) and Principal Sister 

Percylee Hart. Union Catholic to me is my 

home. It’s a great place to work and to 

coach.’’ 

During her remarkable career at UC, 

Coach Matthews has coached numerous 

All-Americans and Division 1 players, 

including 1980 Olympian Kris Kirchner ‘77, 

and two National Players of the Year, Kris 

Durham ‘87 and Jess Ballweg ‘01; she has 

also earned three state championships, five 

sectional titles, eight Union County titles 

and 12 conference titles. 

“As principal of Union Catholic, I have 

experienced Coach Matthews hitting several 

of the hundred win benchmarks,’’ said Sister 

Percylee Hart, RSM. “But this, 700 wins, 

is an achievement at a whole new level. 

Kathy is very unassuming and didn’t want 

the 700th win to take the focus off her 

players or their success last season. Kathy 

has made a major impact on this institution 

and has been a mover and shaker in the 

development of girls’ sports at UC.’’

Associate Principal Ms. Karen Piasecki ’88  

has a unique relationship with Coach 

Matthews, which began as a player in the 

fall of 1984. “During that time, Coach  

Matthews instilled in us the discipline, 

work ethic, and team unity needed to 

become state champions,” 

she said. “Coach always 

emphasized that we were 

‘all in it together.’ When 

I returned to UC in 1992 

to teach, I also joined the 

Girls Basketball coaching 

staff and was back 

together again with Coach 

Matthews and also Coach 

Douglas. Over the past 26 

coaching seasons, I have 

personally watched Coach 

Matthews’ competitive 

spirit and leadership skills 

help mold the character 

of more than 300 young 

ladies. They are well-

prepared for each game, 

and for the next phases of their lives. Coach 

Matthews always says that ‘it’s all about the 

players,’ and I am proud to have been one 

of them.”

Dr. Jim Reagan, Jr. ‘96, Assistant Principal 

and UC Boys Basketball Coach said, “Kathy 

is a living legend. I am so lucky to work 

next to her not only with basketball, but 

also in Student Affairs. She is professional 

and extremely pro-student. Seven hundred 

wins is a number that only a few high 

school coaches will ever attain. It’s a special 

number for a special coach.’’
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UC GIRLS BASKETBALL COACH  
KATHY MATTHEWS EARNS 700TH WIN

The Union Catholic Environmental Club was 

founded by Sister Mary Raymond, RSM  

(UC faculty 1982-2005). From earning a 

1998 National Tree Trust grant that brought 

100 red maple tree seedlings to Scotch 

Plains, NJ to annually planting trees at 1600 

Martine Avenue in honor of Arbor Day, the 

club has contributed to the beautification of 

the UC campus and Scotch Plains Township. 

For years, club members volunteered at the 

now-closed Fanwood Recycling Center. 

“While Sister really wanted us to 

be involved and to take care of the 

environment, she also wanted us to take 

care of each other,” recalled Justin Lewis 

’98. “Sister was always there to help out 

and participate, whether it was collecting 

recycling or volunteering at the recycling 

facility. She really helped me to develop as 

an adult because of the way she looked at 

life.” 

Twenty years ago, the club earned the 

1997 Region 2 President’s Environmental 

Youth Award for its Earthcare project, 

which included educating students at area 

schools on recycling and helping to manage 

Union Catholic’s own recycling program. 

The seven-member executive board flew to 

Washington, D.C. in 1998 with Sister Mary 

Raymond to accept this prestigious award. 

Like their predecessors, today’s club 

members prepare the twice-monthly pick up 

of paper for recycling by moving recycling 

bins from around the building to the front 

doors of Union Catholic to be trucked away. 

UC faculty member Mr. Bill Boyar took 

over as moderator of the club from Sister 

Mary Raymond in 2005. The student-

run organization boasts 75 card-carrying 

members, who are supervised by an 

Executive Board: Co-Presidents Susan 

Wojcik ’18 and Sofia Rama ‘18, and Vice 

Presidents Patrick Hartnett ’19 and Preeti 

Shukla ‘19.

“I’m most proud of the work the club does, 

through our recycling efforts at UC, to cut 

down on the paper and plastic waste that’s 

going into landfills,” said Mr. Boyar.

Susan Wojcik was drawn to the 

Environmental Club because her father 

works at a metal recycling company. “My 

Dad and I share the same passion for 

keeping our earth clean. Having a leadership 

position in the Environmental Club is 

important to me because I believe that this 

club can help you, not only to realize how 

much waste we produce, but also what you 

can do to help save the earth.”

The Environmental Club’s current focus is 

raising funds for environmentally-friendly 

water filtration systems to replace UC’s 

traditional water fountains. 

Alexei Tyburczy ’16 broached the filtration 

system idea after a visit to Stockton 

University where he is now a sophomore. “I 

saw the water fountains there and I thought, 

‘we need those now!’ They were just such 

a great way to get UC on the path to going 

green.”

Each system provides cooled water from a 

traditional spout and from a touchless bottle 

filler. The project is 25 percent complete as 

four systems have been installed. The cost 

of each system is $4,000. Plans call for 

an additional 12 installations as funds are 

raised. To donate, contact Susan Dyckman, 

Director of Development & Donor Relations, 

at sdyckman@unioncatholic.org

A LEGACY  
OF CARING  
FOR THE  
ENVIRONMENT

FROM TOP: Former players were on hand to witness history being made as  
Coach Kathy Matthews achieved her 700th win; Principal Sister Percylee Hart, RSM 
and Coach Kathy Matthews; UC’s Varsity Girls Basketball Coaching Staff (l. to r.) 
Ms. Karen Piasecki ‘88, Ms. Kathy Matthews, Mr. Bruce Douglas

Environmental Club Executive Board members (l. to r.) Patrick  
Hartnett ’19, Preeti Shukla ’18, Sofia Rama ’18 and Susan Wojcik ’18 
test the new water filtration system in the cafeteria.. 

Pictured at a meeting of the Environmental Club 
circa 1996-97 are (l. to r.) club moderator Sister Mary 
Raymond, RSM, two township officials, Kristen Vogel 
Hickman ‘99, Christopher Sandiford ‘99, Justin Lewis ’98 
and Samantha Scutieri ’98 (UC faculty)
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Message from the  
DIRECTOR OF ADMISSIONS

It is my honor to serve as Director of Admissions here at Union Catholic 
High School. For decades, UC has been recognized as a pioneering Catholic 
high school, providing innovative and creative educational solutions 
meeting the needs and expectations of the 21st century student. At UC, 
we don’t just keep the pace – we set it - by creating a caring learning 
environment that enables our diverse student population to discover and 
develop their individual gifts and talents. I have had a front row seat in 
watching our students grow into amazing young men and women, knowing 
their time here has prepared them well for life in the real, spiritual and 
virtual worlds.

Steeped in tradition, and guided by our core values of community, respect, 
responsibility, compassion and honesty, we provide students with a  
values-centered learning environment and an inspiring place to grow, 
succeed and achieve their goals. With so many extra-curricular activities 
offered, students can find their hidden talents and become “all God calls 
them to be.” 

The “UC Story” is being heard loud and clear, attracting students from all 
over the state and beyond. Our strong enrollment demonstrates that “UC 
is the place to be” and inspires us to continue to provide our current and 
future generations of students with the quality education they expect and 
deserve.

I thank you for your support to our mission and ask for your continued 
prayers as we continue the work we are called to do in serving the students 
of today and tomorrow.

Betsy Mintel Thornton ’75  
Director of Admissions 
Parent of Annie ’00, Jessie ’01, Edward ’04, Jimmy ’08, DJ ‘10  
908.889.1600, ext. 302  
       bthornton@unioncatholic.org      
      @UCAdmissions1

The UC student ambassadors are the 

“voices and faces of Union Catholic” and 

are an essential component to our school’s 

marketing strategy. The ambassador 

program began more than 15 years ago 

when the Admissions Office realized the 

importance of empowering our current 

students with telling the UC Story by 

sharing their own experience. Beginning 

with only 10 students that first year, this 

program has now grown to a membership of 

over 30 juniors and seniors. These students 

are selected through a rigorous application 

and interview process and are representative 

of UC’s diverse sending areas and academic 

programs. This student-driven, personalized 

approach at the many recruiting events 

through the school year has helped 

strengthen today’s enrollment with waiting 

lists in several academic levels.

Being the face of Union Catholic presents 

some unique ways to represent the school 

community. The UC Fall Open House, which 

typically attracts over 600 families, is just 

one of many recruiting events student 

ambassadors are called upon to work. 

Other recruiting events include Information 

Nights, High School Expos, Grammar School 

visits, the Freshman for A Day Program and 

8th grade Days of Recollection.

A student ambassador’s influence goes way 

beyond recruiting events, as they are called 

upon to be the face of Union Catholic for 

Principal Sister Percylee Hart’s distinguished 

guests, benefactors and alumni, as well 

as archdiocesan and community events 

throughout the area.

UNION CATHOLIC  
STUDENT AMBASSADORS 
“Telling the UC Story”

Student ambassadors working UC Track & Field Invitational

Know someone who is interested in 
learning more about Union Catholic?
1.  Spring Open House - April 25, 2018, 7:00 p.m.

2.  Freshman for a Day - Call 908.889.1600, ext. 328

3.  True Blue Thursday Individual Tours - Call 908.889.1600, ext. 328  
for an appointment

      



BUSINESS INITIATIVES 
Belief in the synergistic power of non-profit organizations partnering 

with for-profit enterprises powers the business initiative at Union 

Catholic. This collaboration is reaping fruitful rewards for UC and 

our students: guest speakers in classes; field trips to colleges and 

conferences; and sponsorship of UC Livestream and the annual Golf 

Classic, for example. Our business partners enjoy the opportunity to 

promote their name, products and services within the UC Community of 

parents, alumni and friends. 

“Two River Community Bank is proud to support Union Catholic because 

of our mutual dedication to community,” said William H. Winans, Senior 

Vice President and Managing Director. “Aligning with such a deeply 

rooted institution has given us the opportunity to increase visibility in 

Union County and the surrounding areas, while making new connections 

with local residents and businesses through creative initiatives such 

as UC Livestream and the annual Business Networking Luncheon. Two 

River Community Bank’s partnership with Union Catholic has truly been 

an energizing experience over the past two years, and we look forward 

to continuing the momentum moving forward.”
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Two River Community Bank recently renewed its sponsorship of UC Livestream. Pictured 
with Principal Sister Percylee Hart, RSM from the bank are (l. to r.) Assistant Vice 
President Rian Andrews, Vice President & Commercial Loan Officer Jody Weinberg and 
Vice President & Business Development Officer Jeffrey Schneider.

 UC students enjoyed hands-on learning in the Bloomberg 
Terminals Lab at Silberman College of Business, Fairleigh 
Dickinson University-Madison. Students attended the class 
once a week for an entire semester.

As guests of WCBS Newsradio 880 business reporter Joe 
Connolly (far right), (l. to r.) digital journalism teacher Mr. 
Frank Araneo, Patrick Hartnett ’18 and Sean Dorcellus ’17 
attended the New York Press Club Journalism Conference.

Anthea Dagiantis ’18 and Bobby McGuinness ’19 spoke 
with Linda McMahon (c.), Administrator of the U.S. Small 
Business Administration at the WCBS Newsradio Small 
Business Breakfast. 

UC students (l. to r.) Anthea Dagiantis ‘18, Nicholas  
Giuditta ‘18, Simone Ibarrondo ‘18, Alyssa Chin ‘17 and 
Magdalena Lyszczak ’17 launched their own businesses 
as members of the Young Entrepreneurs Academy, which 
was hosted at UC for 30 weeks during the school year, in 
partnership with the Greater Westfield Area Chamber  
of Commerce.  
For more information, visit www.gwaccnj.com/yea-young-
entrepreneurs-academy 

 The Third Annual Union Catholic Business Networking Luncheon drew twice as many sponsors as in 2016.  
For more information, visit www.unioncatholic.org/About/UCBusinessNetworking

FACULTY NOTES
Study Abroad
Travel abroad offered exciting 
learning opportunities for 
students and faculty.

1 Mr. Bill Boyar, STEM, and Mrs. Donna 
Hofmann, STEM, took a group of 7 students to 
Iceland in June 2017. Joining them were former 
faculty members Mrs. Marybeth Boyar, Ms. Laurel 
MacKenzie and Mrs. Maryjane Whitehead.

2 Mrs. Kamila Ciringione, World Language,  
Mrs. Catarina Abrantes Portillo, World 
Language, Mr. Mike Conte, School Counseling, 
Mrs. Rebecca Venezia Schroppe ’93, Art,  
Mr. Edward Thornton ’04, Humanities and  
Ms. Ashley Whittemore ’04, School Counseling, 
took a group of 31 French and Spanish  
students to Paris, France and Barcelona, Spain  
in June 2017.

Professional 
Development
As lifelong learners, UC 
faculty took advantage of 
professional development 
overseas and around the U.S.

Mrs. Marla James, Humanities, attended the 
AP European History Institute at John Cabot 
University in Rome, Italy in June 2017. Mrs. 
James also attended the AP Government & 
Politics Institute in Lewes, DE in July 2017.

3 UC hosted the Archdiocese of Newark’s first 
EdCamp experience for grammar and high school 
teachers in October 2016. Many UC faculty and 
administrators participated. Pictured are  
Mrs. Catarina Abrantes Portillo, World 
Language, Mrs. Kamila Ciringione, World 
Language, Mrs. Rebecca Venezia Schroppe ’93, 
Art, Mrs. Melissa Tooker Yezo ’00, STEM. 

Ms. Samantha Scutieri ’98, STEM, attended the 
International Society for Technology in Education 
Conference in San Antonio, TX in June 2017. 
Ms. Scutieri also attended the Manchester, NH 
Creating Modern Knowledge Conference in July 
2017. 

Mrs. Cheryl Rossi, Humanities, participated in 
the Bureau of Educational Research workshop 
on Integrating Technology in the Classroom in 
August 2017. 

Ms. Kathy Webber, Humanities, participated 
in the Virtual Learning Leadership Alliance 
Summer Book Study from June to August 2017. 
The book studied was The Innovators Mindset 
by George Couros. It focuses on empowering 
learning, unleashing talent and leading a 
culture of creativity in education. Ms. Webber 
also participated in EdCamp Jersey Shore at 
Monmouth University and in the Hamlet’s Ghost 
virtual course through Harvard EdX in August 
2017.

1

2

3
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Recognition
UC faculty and administrators 
earned well-deserved 
professional recognition  
in 2016-17.

Mr. Michael McCabe, STEM, and Head Track & 
Field Coach, was named NJ Coach of the Year for 
the 4th straight year by the U.S. Track & Field and 
Cross Country Coaches Association.

8 Mr. James T. Reagan, Sr., Athletic Director, 
received the Edgar Cartotto Dedication to 
Basketball Award from the North Jersey Board of 
Approved Basketball Officials.

Mrs. Noreen Korner Andrews, Assistant 
Principal, and Mrs. Marla James, Humanities, 
attended the 2017 National Catholic Educational 
Association Convention, St. Louis, MO as  
co-presenters on behalf of the Virtual High 
School Collaborative.

9 Mr. Frank Araneo, Humanities, and Girls 
Tennis Coach was honored at Positive Coaches 
Night in June 2017 by the Somerset Patriots at 
TD Bank Ballpark, Bridgewater, NJ. 

Dr. James T. Reagan, Jr. ’96, Assistant Principal, 
celebrated his 25th Anniversary with the Union 
Catholic Forensics League. Dr. Reagan also serves 
as President of the Newark Catholic Forensics 
League.

Beyond Bricks 
& Mortar
Faculty accomplishments 
extended beyond the walls  
of UC.

10 Members of the Union Catholic 6-16 Virtual 
Catholic School faculty are Ms. Rebecca Faller, 
Humanities, Mrs. Marla James, Humanities,  
Mr. Jim Johnston ‘97, STEM (pictured),  
Ms. Kathy Webber, Humanities and  
Ms. Samantha Scutieri ’98, STEM. This team 
developed and taught virtual courses in Research 
& Writing, Sociology, The Internet of Everything, 
Web Design, Introduction to Programming I, 
Introduction to Programming II and Algebra I to 
students at 6 participating schools.

11 Ms. Lisa Kawalec ’81, Humanities, is the 
author of 5 books, 4 of which were illustrated by 
Jingmei (Sally) Han ’12, who is a graduate of 
The School of the Arts, New York, NY.

Hands-on 
Learning 
Innovative thinking by 
faculty and students made 
for memorable learning 
experiences.

4 Ms. Samantha Scutieri ’98, STEM, worked  
with her Engineering: Innovation and Design 
students to create prototypes of toys for children 
with autism or Down’s Syndrome.  
5 In addition, her Robotics students participated 
in their first Sumobot Tournament.

6 Mrs. Ya Wen, World Language, instructed 
a student and Mrs. Jennifer Dixon, School 
Counseling, in the art of making dumplings. 
Dumplings and other special treats were served 
at a buffet lunch for students and faculty in 
celebration of Chinese New Year.

Mrs. Donna Hofmann, STEM, moved UC’s 
annual Physics Trip indoors when inclement 
weather prevented her from taking students 
to Six Flags Great Adventure. Students used 
YouTube videos of the amusement park rides to 
answer questions about measurement and force.

7 Mrs. Rebecca Venezia Schroppe ’93, Art, 
showcased students’ artwork with the help 
of National Art Honor Society students at the 
annual Art Show in April 2017. Art displays 
included printmaking, two-dimensional designs 
and cut paper silhouettes.

4

6

5

8

9

7

1110



Message from the  
Director of Parent Relations 

In the Parent Relations Office, the UC 

core value of Community is a big part 

of our focus. When I think about the 

word community, I think about being a 

part of something bigger and a sense 

of belonging. Here at Union Catholic, 

every person is an important part of 

the community. I am sure you may be 

thinking, “Me, really?”. I can assure you 

that yes, you are indeed an important part of this great community and I 

am here to help you to make the most of your time at Union Catholic.

Over the course of the school year, there are many opportunities, as a UC 

parent, for you to “connect” with other Union Catholic families. Whether 

you would like to get involved in the Parent Athletic Club, the Tricky Tray 

Committee, the UC Performing Arts Parent Council, or one of the many 

extra-curricular activities, there is an opportunity for you to get involved. In 

addition, UC hosts several social events throughout the year, including our 

annual Pasta Night, Pub Night, “750” Club Tailgate party, Fish Fry and Tricky 

Tray, to name a few.

Our Parent Council also hosts two information nights: “Get Connected” in 

October and “Stay Connected” in January. Join us for hands-on training on 

both Canvas and Naviance Learning Systems, guest speakers and updates 

about upcoming events, facility news and other important information.

I look forward to assisting you in taking an active part in “Parent Life” at UC 

and embracing our core value of Community, as well as welcoming back 

our past parents who are still a vital part of the UC Community! Please 

contact me for further information about any of the aforementioned events 

or with any other questions you may have.

Allison Lestarchick 
Director of Parent Relations 
Parent of Jane ’14, Raymond ’19 
908.889.1600, ext. 353 
    alestarchick@unioncatholic.org 

COMMUNITY CORNER
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Cabaret Night – 1/5, 7:00 pm 
UC alumni return to the UC stage to showcase their talents.

750 Club Tailgate Party & Raffle - 1/13, 8:00 pm 
Fun indoor tailgate party in support of UC’s athletes and 
athletic program

Stay Connected Night* – 1/17, 7:00 pm 
Great opportunity for UC parents to ask questions and hear 
updates about what’s going on in school academically and 
socially

Fish Fry – 2/16, 5:30 pm 
Enjoy fish & chips or pasta in support of UC’s athletic program.

Spring Musical, The Mystery of Edwin Drood  
3/16, 17, 23, 24, 7:00 pm, 3/18, 3:00 pm 
This charming and inventive musical takes audience 
participation to new heights by letting the audience vote  
for whomever they think murdered the unfortunate young  
Edwin Drood.  

Tricky Tray – 4/13, 5:30 pm 
Great prize baskets, great food, great fun

Quarters for Cancer Dinner – 4/19, 5:00 pm 
Sample savory and sweet dishes donated by the UC Community 
in support of the Student Movement Against Cancer before 
enjoying the annual Mr. UC Pageant.

Mr. UC Pageant – 4/19, 7:00 pm 
Senior students vie for the title of Mr. UC through talent and 
school spirit competitions.

UC Art Show* – 4/23, 6:00 pm 
UC students display the artwork they have created during the 
school year.

Spring Concert* – 5/3, 7:00 pm 
Enjoy choral and instrumental performances by UC students.

UC Golf Outing – 5/7, 8:30am Breakfast 
A great day of golf and camaraderie on Shackamaxon Country 
Club’s championship course

For a full list of events, visit  
www.unioncatholic.org/calendar

*Free events

Pub Night in November is the Parent Council’s first major 
social event of the school year for the UC Community.

Class of ’19 parents Andy and Sally Davis were lucky 
winners of the 750 Club Grand Prize at the 20th Annual 
Tailgate Party.

 Ultimate Reminders™ Coach Gina DeLapa (4th from l.) spoke 
with the Class of ’17 to mark 100 Days ‘Til Graduation and 
urged the seniors to finish strong. She donated copies of her 
book, Stuff You Already Know and Everybody Should to the 
senior class and all UC faculty and staff.

Students, parents, family members and friends enjoyed a 
tasty supper at the Student Movement Against Cancer’s 
Quarters for Cancer fundraiser.

 Zack Sluka ’17, wears his Viking crown and wields his sword 
proudly as Mr. UC 2017.

UC welcomed 220 students and grandparents to the 
Grandparents Breakfast before celebrating the 2016 
Thanksgiving Liturgy.

The UC gym is transformed with tables of baskets and 
prizes in anticipation of the start of the spring Tricky Tray 
fundraiser hosted by the Parent Council.

The Lenten season at UC would not be complete without the 
annual Fish Fry in the cafeteria.

Miles Smith ’19, with grandparents Johnny and Emma 
Searles, enjoyed the 2016 Grandparents’ Breakfast.
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In May 2017, Principal Sister Percylee Hart, RSM (r.), and 
Associate Principal Ms. Karen Piasecki ‘88 (l.) reunited with 
Sister Helen Francis Coakley, O.P., the UC librarian from 
1962-1969, at a ceremony to unveil a brick paver in Sister 
Helen Francis’ name.

Pictured (l. to r.) are Cedrick Alexis ‘08, Chris Debelak ‘16, 
Oscar Cortizo ‘15, Catherine Coughlan ‘14, Georgiana 
Volturo ‘15, Brittany Gaviria ‘14, Adrien Cortizo ‘15, and 
Mikayla Mitchell ‘16, who returned to their alma mater to 
speak to UC’s Class of 2017 about their college experiences 
on College Awareness Day in January 2017.

Jeanette Rudnicki ‘09 and Nick Kraus ‘02 caught up at the 
2017 Big East Bash in NYC.

Pictured (l. to r.) representing 2017 UC Golf Classic sponsor 
NLC Financial Services, LLC, are Nuno Castainca ’03, Jose 
Castainca, Tony Almeida Jr., and Tony Almeida with Sister 
Percylee Hart, RSM in May 2017 at Shackamaxon Country 
Club. 

Pictured (l. to r.) at Cabaret Night, are Janice Hergert ’83, 
Scott McEvoy ’83 and Donna Simonelli Marino ’83, who 
returned to the UC stage after 34 years to reprise their roles 
from UCPAC’s production of The King and I.

Pictured (l. to r.) are George Papas ‘16, Cassy Gonzalez ‘16, 
UC SMAC moderator Mr. Mike Conte, Gabbi Sluka ‘16, and 
Bailey Ramirez ‘16 at the Ronald McDonald House in Long 
Branch in August 2017. These alumni were members of the 
SMAC Executive Board. They delivered recyclable pop tabs 
that UC collected through the years. 

Pictured (l. to r.) are UC parents Elizabeth and Jeff Zeigler 
(UC faculty), who teamed up with UC parent Marchand 
McReynolds and Kenyon Davis at the May 2017 Golf Classic 
at Shackamaxon Country Club.

WCBS Newsradio business reporter Joe Connolly (l.); 
Geraldine Keogh (c.), past UC parent and owner, The Dessert 
Ladies; and Sister Alice Yohe, SSJ, Morningstar Chocolates, 
visit at the Union Catholic Business Networking Luncheon.

The Alumni Christmas Breakfast and Liturgy in December 
2016 brought together (l. to r.) Mrs. Rebecca Venezia 
Schroppe ‘93 (UC faculty), Alexa DaSilva ‘13, Arnold  
Majano ‘13 and Michael Curley ‘13. 

UC CONNECTIONS
Special events bring together members of the UC Community

Jamie Ciocon ‘10 (l.) and Sister Percylee Hart, RSM chatted 
at the March 2017 Big East Bash in NYC.    

Union Catholic alumni (l. to r.) Taylor Salomon ‘16, Eric 
Engelhardt ‘16, Victoria Isidron ‘16, Kirsten Burr ‘15, T.J. 
Hartnett ‘14, and Rosa Cuppari ‘13 joined forces to speak to 
UC’s Class of 2018 about the transition from high school to 
college at the Alumni Panel Discussion for juniors.

Class of ’15 alumni (l. to r.) Bryana Brewton, Shantell Cruz, 
Kyra Bowes and Richard Ryngel met up at the Alumni 
Christmas Breakfast and Liturgy in December 2016.  

Tim York (l.) and Gene Jannotti (r.) of the Greater Westfield 
Chamber of Commerce joined Principal Sister Percylee Hart, 
RSM, and hole sponsor Jeff Faller at the 2017 Golf Classic at 
Shackamaxon Country Club. 

Parent Council Executive Board members and longstanding 
volunteers (l. to r.) Maureen Novack, Terry Culpepper, and 
Maria Stetin were recognized for their years of service at 
the May 2017 Volunteer Celebration. 

Standing at the 2016 Veterans Day Ceremony are (l. to 
r.) Principal Sister Percylee Hart, RSM, U.S. Army Retired 
Captain William Madden ‘69; “Monk’’ McDevitt, who served 
in the U.S. Coast Guard; Roland Johnson ‘12, who served 
in the Marine Corps; Mr. Tim Breza, who served in the U. S. 
Air Force and coordinated the Veterans Day Ceremony; and 
Kathy Duff ‘73. Seated are past UC parent Jack Foulks, who 
served in the U.S. Army, and past UC parent Kay Duff. The 
Duffs represented U.S. Naval Reserve Captain Joseph Duff 
(deceased).

UCPAC alumni gathered for a post-show reception at Cabaret Night 2017. 

�Class of 2015 alumni returned to UC for the 2016 Alumni 
Christmas Breakfast and Liturgy. Pictured (l. to r.) are 
Amanda Chin, DJ Florendo, Dana Couto, Brandon Morgan 
and Grace Gelcius. 
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Message from the  
DIRECTOR OF ALUMNI RELATIONS

The cover story in this edition of UC 
Magazine (page 20) highlights the launch 
of the laptop program at Union Catholic, 
and the impact on both the teaching  
and learning approach over the past  
20 years. 

Perhaps you were a pioneer like me, a student in the pre-computer 
days.  We lugged pounds of text books each day, and went to the library 
to check the card catalog, and then to the stacks to “look things up” in 
reference books.  Or maybe you were one of the initiators who helped pilot 
the new laptop program. You were courageous and curious and helped 
lead UC to the forefront of technology, where the future was limitless. 
Union Catholic continued that momentum because of the next group 
of adopters who embraced technology and integrated it into their daily 
learning methodology. And now, we rely on the innovators who raise the 
bar with the use of smart boards in the classroom, daily broadcasts on 
UCTV, and events available to all via UC Livestream (https://livestream.com/
unioncatholichs).

The Union Catholic reputation as one of a technology leader has been 
rightfully earned. We rely on technology throughout the building, including 
the Alumni Office. Our alumni database includes more than 11,000 records 
which are used to create class lists for reunions, mailing addresses for 
UC Magazine, and emails for the monthly digital publication of UC News 
& Views. So, please send your updated contact information to alumni@
unioncatholic.org. We also use technology to share UC activities on Twitter 
(@alumniunionc) and on the Union Catholic High School Alumni Facebook 
page, as well as on the UC web page (www.unioncatholic.org).

At the end of the day though, it is the personal interactions that cement 
those special UC connections. I encourage all alumni to be pioneers – 
attend a UC event that you have never experienced. Be an initiator and 
contact your classmates to come join you. Adopt a philosophy to attend 
at least one UC gathering each year. And if you want to see innovation in 
action, get in touch with me for a formal visit to a classroom during the 
school day. Or, just pop in and visit the Alumni Office. Union Catholic is 
your alma mater. We want you to always feel connected and welcome here 
at UC, whether you graduated 5 years ago or 50 years ago! 

Nancy E. Foulks ’76 
Director of Alumni Relations 
908.889.1600, ext. 339  
      nfoulks@unioncatholic.org 
      alumni@unioncatholic.org 
     @alumniunionc 
    Union Catholic High School Alumni 
    

Keep your contact info current  
in one of three ways:
1.  Send an email to alumni@unioncatholic.org

2.  On UC website; go to ALUMNI tab and click on UPDATE CONTACT INFO

3.  Call Nancy Foulks in Alumni Relations at 908.889.1600, ext 339

Class of 1966  
Dr. Charles Bencivengo cycled through the 
French Pyrenees in September, 2017.

Class of 1967  
Mike Basile writes: 
“Broker Owner of Berkshire 
Hathaway Homeservices 
Montana Properties, 
the largest real estate 
brokerage in Montana 
located in Bozeman, 
MT, with 15 offices and 
220 agents throughout 
Southwest Montana. Former President of the 
Montana Association of Realtors. Currently 
Federal Political Coordinator for U.S. Senator 
Steve Daines from Montana.”

Class of 1968  
In January 2017, Rob Mathers was sworn into 
the Columbia River People Utility District’s Board 
of Directors in Oregon. Rob has worked in the 
midstream energy industry for more than 40 
years. He currently serves as the Director of 
Business Development - Northwest Terminals for 
Kinder Morgan, Inc., where he has commercial 
responsibilities for terminals in Washington, 
Oregon, and Northern California. Rob serves on 
the board of the Working Waterfront Coalition in 
Portland and is a member of the Portland Freight 
Committee. He previously served on the boards 
of three private companies in Europe from the 
late-1980s to the mid-1990s. Rob and his wife, 
Annie, live in the Yankton area. They have two 
adult children, both of whom own and operate 
their own businesses. 

Matthew Baasten is 
Associate Provost and 
Dean of the University 
of Portland (Oregon) 
Graduate School. Baasten 
has served the University 
in a variety of roles: 
Associate Professor 
of Theology, Theology 
Department Chair, Director of MAPM (master of 
arts in pastoral ministry) and College of Arts and 
Sciences Associate Dean for students. Matthew 
joined the University of Portland in 1981. He has 
a bachelor’s degree from the University of Notre 
Dame, a master of divinity degree from Western 
Theological Seminary, and a doctorate in Ethics 

and Patristics from the University of Notre Dame. 
He was awarded the Culligan Award in 2011, 
holds the Burlington Teaching Award, and twice 
was awarded the Al Guisti Outstanding Faculty 
Member Award. He also holds the Al Guisti 
Award for Service to Students.

Tim Mellin shares: “On January 1, 2017 I retired 
from the L.A. County Health Department’s 
Medical Information Services/USC Medical 
School, after 37 years of service. I still do 
consulting work in various areas; I hope to 
volunteer with the Media Department at 
Pasadena City College, working with their young 
student sportscasters. I sing with the Occidental 
College/Community Chorale.”

James Phelan is 
an American writer, 
literary scholar, and 
Arts and Humanities 
Distinguished Professor 
in the Department of 
English at The Ohio State 
University. He received his 
BA from Boston College 
(1972) and his MA and Ph.D. from the University 
of Chicago (1977). He began as an Assistant 
Professor at Ohio State in 1977, was promoted 
to Associate Professor in 1983, to Professor in 
1989, to Humanities Distinguished Professor in 
2004, and to Distinguished University Professor 
in 2008. In 2004 he received the University’s 
Distinguished Research Award and in 2007 the 
Alumni Distinguished Teaching Award. In 2013, 
he was awarded an honorary doctorate from 
Aarhus University (Denmark) and in 2016, he was 
inducted into the Norwegian Academy of Science 
and Letters.

1970’s  
This group of musically gifted UC alumni toured 
Italy together this past summer.

Left to right : Paul Frino ‘71, Mary Lu Marinaro 
Farrell ‘72, Margareth de Jesus ‘88,  
Rich Frino ‘73, Deb Dickerson Frino ‘74, and 
Carm Marinaro ‘78 (seated). Carm, Margareth 
and Mary Lu sang at St. Peter’s in Rome as part 
of the Celebration Singers group.

Class of 1972  

The Class of 1972 held their 45-year reunion on 
Saturday, September 16, 2017 at the Captain’s 
Inn in Forked River, NJ. Turnout was great as 
46 classmates reconnected, enjoyed dinner, 
danced the night away, and presented UC with 
a generous Class of 1972 gift following the 
event. Shout out to Mary Lu Marinaro Farrell 
for organizing the reunion. Check out the Union 
Catholic Class of 1972 Facebook page for many 
more pictures. 

Carol Bachstett Ambrosino reports: “I have 11 
grandchildren! 7 boys and 4 girls! Three great 
sons who have great wives...we are all in the 
medical fields.”

ALUMNI NOTES

NEW CELL NUMBER? 
MOVED?
NEW EMAIL? 
Let us know! 
alumni@unioncatholic.org

Class of ’72 45th Reunion

Class of ’77 40th Reunion

Class of ’81 35th Reunion

Class of ’06 10th Reunion
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Class of 1976  
More than 40 
members of the 
Class of 1976 
gathered at 
Seaview Lounge 
at the Ocean Place 
Resort & Spa in 
Long Branch, NJ on 
Saturday, March 25, 
2017 to celebrate 
their 40th Reunion. 
Many laughs and memories were shared 
while perusing old yearbooks. Raffle tickets 
yielded many great UC prizes for the alumni 
and resulted in a wonderful donation back to 
Union Catholic. The Class of ‘76 made custom 
reunion t-shirts and hats. Congratulations to 
Mary Kate Flanagan Schiller, Colleen Schiller 
Prendergast, Nancy Balazik Hildner and Kathy 
Fenton for organizing such a great event. 

Cathie Syarto Accomando is currently a first 
grade teacher at St. Aloysius School in Jackson, 
NJ. Years ago, when Cathie was the first grade 
teacher at St. Theresa’s in Kenilworth, one of her 
students was Tracy Trukowski. Flash forward in 
time, and Tracy Trukowski Doherty ‘93 became 
the high school math teacher for Cathie’s 
daughter, Katherine Czado Aquino ‘05. Such a 
UC connection! 

Class of 1977  

The Class of 1977 held their 40-year reunion 
on Saturday, September 23, 2017 at the Holiday 
Inn in Clark, NJ. Congratulations to Joan Badala 
O’Donnell who took the lead on this reunion 
and reached her goal of 50 attendees! Tours of 
UC were available before the event, which began 
at 7pm and lasted well past midnight! The class 
will purchase a UC brick – as they do to mark 
each reunion celebration. Check out the Union 
Catholic High School, Class of ‘ 77 Facebook page 
for many more photos, as well as the UC Class of 
1977 Shutterfly page for photos from this and 
past ’77 reunions. 

Class of 1981  

The Class of 1981 celebrated their 35-year 
reunion on Saturday, November 26, 2016 at 
The Irving Inn Social in Rahway. The turnout 
was fabulous, with more than 50 UC alumni 
in attendance. There was a live band, and the 
crowd stayed for hours, enjoying food, drink, 
and UC prizes while reminiscing with old 
friends. Congratulations to Lisa Di Maggio 
D’Ottavio and Laura McCauley Mazzaferro 
for orchestrating the reunion. The attendees 
raised $1145 which they generously donated to 
The Nancy L. Occhipinti Endowed Scholarship, 
awarded annually to an incoming UC freshman. 
Nancy Occhipinti Noe is an alumna of the Class 
of 1981 and the scholarship was established by 
her family in her mother’s memory. 

Class of 1983  
William McKenna owns 
his own business as a 
general construction 
contractor in Shady, 
NY. Bill was elected to 
the position of Town 
Supervisor in November 
2017. Bill has held 
positions on the Town 
Board in the past. He has lived in Shady, NY 
for 26 years with his wife Hilary, and has 2 
children. Upon graduation from UC, Bill earned 
a bachelor’s degree in business administration 
from Seton Hall University. He is a member of 
the Woodstock Chamber of Commerce and of 
Woodstock Fire Department Company #1 in Lake 
Hill, NY. 

Class of 1985  
Kimberly Harrigan 
shares: “I’ve recently 
begun my new position 
as principal of Visitation 
Academy Grammar 
School in Paramus after 
completing the Catholic 
School Leadership Program 
at Seton Hall University. 
Continuing the tradition of teaching in Catholic 
education is such a rewarding and important 
experience.”

Class of 1987 
Lorrie Browne owns her 
own design firm, Lorrie 
Browne Interiors, based 
in Wellington, FL. She 
and her husband pride 
themselves on being the 
interior design firm of 
choice for clients with 
high standards, full lives and distinctive taste. 
Lorrie was featured in an article in the April 2017 
edition of Wellington The Magazine. Lorrie has 
a BA in Economics from Villanova University, a 
BS in Interior Design from The Art Institute of 
Fort Lauderdale, and an MBA in Finance from the 
University of San Francisco.

Class of 1988  
Garrett (Gary) Keating 
notes: “I created a 
foundation after my father 
had Parkinson’s for 14 
years. Six months to the 
day after he passed away,  
I was diagnosed with 
Young Onset Parkinson’s. 
Now in my 8th year I have 
begun this foundation for research and to aid 
others with Parkinson’s Disease to pay for tests 
and prescriptions that insurance won’t cover - 
John & Gary Keating K2 Foundation for Young 
Onset Parkinson’s. “

Class of 1992  
Keisha Hill is studying at the University of 
Cincinnati to receive her doctorate in School 
Psychology.

Class of 1993  
Howard Schram owns Step It Up Events, an open 
photo booth company. Howard also provides DJs 
for parties and would gladly work with any UC 
class looking for these services for their reunion. 

Class of 1996  
The Class of 1996 celebrated their 20-year 
reunion on Saturday, November 26, 2016. The 
group re-united at River & Rail in Cranford, NJ 
with more than 25 people in attendance. Shout 
out to Nicole Luciano Reagan and Pam Sawicki 
for organizing this reunion.

The Union Catholic Boys Basketball team 
defeated Seton Hall Prep on January 15, 2017 
to give head coach James Reagan, Jr. his 200th 
boys basketball coaching victory. The landmark 
win completed a unique coaching double for Jim, 
who has also compiled over 200 victories as the 
head coach of the Union Catholic Boys Baseball 
team. 

 

Class of 1998  
Devin R. Boothe, MD, 
FACEP is a Board Certified 
Emergency Medicine 
Physician and Clinical 
Associate Professor 
with Banner University Medical Center-
Phoenix Campus. She graduated with honors 
from Montclair State University with a Major 
in Biology and minor in chemistry. Devin is a 
graduate of the University of Medicine and 
Dentistry of New Jersey-New Jersey Medical 
School. She completed an Emergency Medicine 
residency in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania at Drexel 
University College of Medicine and Hahnemann 
University Hospital. She is a published author, a 
member and Fellow of the American College of 
Emergency Physicians, a Medical Consultant for 
the Arizona Medical Board, and serves on the 
Banner Bioethics Committee.

After receiving an overwhelming number of 
requests from her patients regarding medical 
care outside of the hospital, Dr. Boothe founded 
Private Client Physician Services, which allows 
her to address the growing needs of patients 
who desire onsite, individualized, and private 
evaluation for their urgent medical conditions. 

Laura Iden Gibbons lives in Brick, NJ with her 
husband Adam and 1-year old baby boy, Sawyer 
Addison Gibbons. Laura currently works as a 
physical therapist at Current Rehab, with a focus 
on sports physical therapy. Laura graduated from 
Brown University in 2002, where she played 
soccer for four years, being named captain her 
senior year. She then went on to attend Seton 
Hall University where she received her Masters 
of Science in Athletic Training and her Clinical 
Doctorate of Physical Therapy. Since graduating 
from college, Laura continues her athletic 
activities, participating in triathlons and tough 
mudders, and engaging in paddle boarding,  
bike-riding and yoga. Laura was recently 
inducted into the UC Hall of Fame (page 18).

Class of 2000  
Elizabeth Powell Cain married Brendan Cain on 
August 19, 2016. They met while working at the 
same school in Jersey City. They have a 6 year old 
pit-bull that they adopted from Liberty Humane 
Society. Elizabeth teaches at Riverside Montessori 
School, on the Upper West Side in New York City.

Class of 2003 
Kris Velez came to Union 
Catholic in August 2017 
to visit with Principal 
Sister Percylee Hart, RSM. 
Kris graduated from the 
University of Advancing 
Technology in Tempe, AZ in 
2009, with a Bachelors of Software Engineering, 
Game Programming. Kris has been living in India 
for the past 4 years and is currently the Director 
of Maker Learning at Consilience Learning. Kris 
is a published author. He chuckles when thinking 
about all the times his mother told him to “stop 
playing video games because that can never be 
a career.”

Class of 2004  
The Commencement 
speaker for the UC Class 
of 2017 Graduation was 
Bryan Smith. Following 
UC, Bryan attended Marist 
College in Poughkeepsie, 
NY and graduated with 
a Bachelor of Arts in 
Communication in May 2008. After interning 
with the National Hockey League in New York 
City, Bryan began working for WB Mason Co., Inc. 
in July 2008. He has remained with WB Mason 
as an account representative, working closely 
with senior management, customer relations, 
and warehouse delivery personnel. Bryan and 
his wife, Tara, reside in Hoboken, NJ, where he 
serves as a member of the Hoboken Community 
Emergency Response Team.

Cassie Perez has completed her masters degree 
and received an MBA from Webster University. 
She is employed by Disney, and has recently been 
promoted to the position of Forecasting Analyst 
within the Revenue Management & Analytics 
department. 

Class of 2005  
Katherine Czado Aquino 
holds a BS in psychology, 
MA in school psychology, 
and recently received her 
PhD in Higher Education 
Leadership, Management, 
and Policy from Seton 
Hall University. Her 
research interests include the socio-academic 
transitioning into and throughout postsecondary 
education for students with disabilities and other 
under-represented student populations. Her 
work has been accepted to the Journal of the 
First-Year Experience & Students in Transition, 
the Journal of Postsecondary Education and 
Disability, and the Review of Higher Education. 
Katherine serves as a faculty member and 
quality assurance coordinator in the School 

of Continuing and Professional Studies at 
Manhattan College. She also teaches at Jersey 
City State University. Katie was the recipient 
of the 2015 Disability Determination Grant, 
awarded by Policy Research, Inc. She is the 
co-editor and contributing author of a recently 
published book, Disability as Diversity in Higher 
Education: Policies and Practices to Enhance 
Student Success.

Dana Kinney Forfa is a graduate of the 
University of Rhode Island. She is employed by 
L’Oréal USA as a Senior Manager of Marketing 
Procurement and Digital Content. 

Class of 2006  

The Class of 2006 celebrated their 10-year 
reunion on November 25, 2016 at Bar Americana 
in Cranford, NJ. The event was well attended with 
nearly 60 alumni and guests present. Classmates 
caught up over drinks and food to the sounds 
of a playlist of the top 100 songs of 2006. The 
class collected over $300 in donations for the 
Leukemia and Lymphoma Society and Testicular 
Cancer Society on behalf of fellow classmates. 
John Digilio, owner of Jon Ilio Photography, 
donated his services to photograph the event. 
Congratulations to Allyssa Masi, Meghan 
Geislinger, Ashley Mujica and Julianne Berger 
who took the lead on this important reunion. 
Planning is already underway for the 15-year 
reunion. 

Class of 2007  
Union Catholic is looking for contact information 
for Jasmine Roulhac because we found her 
UC class ring and would like to return it to her. 
Contact alumni@unioncatholic.org

Class of 2009  
Caryn Grabowski married 
Brian Kesselmeyer on 
September 17, 2016. The 
ceremony took place at St. 
Bartholomew’s in Scotch 
Plains. Caryn graduated 
from Kean University 
and is employed as a clinical trial associate at 
Celgene in Summit.

Paul Christy served in the United States Marine 
Corps from September 2009 - May 2014. Paul 
reached the rank of Corporal, achieved Non-
Commissioned Officer status, and was awarded 
many service decorations. 

NEW CHILD OR GRANDCHILD? 
RECENTLY ENGAGED OR 
MARRIED?
Share your joy and photos! 
alumni@unioncatholic.org

ARE YOU RECEIVING UC 
NEWS & VIEWS IN YOUR 
EMAIL EVERY MONTH? 
If not, send your email to 
alumni@unioncatholic.org
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IN MEMORIAM
The Union Catholic Alumni Memorial video 
board, donated by the Class of 1979, is 
prominently located in the main lobby of 
school. The display scrolls continuously 
throughout the day, exhibiting names of 
faculty, staff, students and alumni who have 
passed away. This helps ensure that they 
remain forever in our hearts.

Anthony Andreola ‘87

Ryan Bennett ‘98

Stephen Bontempo ‘68

Lynn Davis ‘67

Marybeth Trelease Hay ‘69

Ellyn Stauder Hill ‘69

Randy Kelly ‘73

Andrew Klutkowski ‘67

Robert Krienke ‘10

Barbara Zaino Longo ‘68

Joan Hadley McCartney ‘67

Ivan Moore ‘79

Christine Nagurney ‘68

Renee Powanda ‘87

Coach Angelo M. Preite, staff 

Richard S. Price ‘68

John Reiley ‘66

John T. Ryan ‘67

Norman Schroeder ‘84

Kyle T. Simons ‘05

Nancy Brady Wozniak ‘79

 
This list is inclusive of all information received as  
of November 30, 2017. To share news of a passing  
of a member of the UC Community, please email  
alumni@unioncatholic.org

We remember and pray for the members of our UC community who have passed away this year  
and those whose earlier passings were recently made known to us.

Class of 2012  
Stephen Cocuzza graduated from Fairleigh 
Dickinson University on May 16, 2017 with a 
degree in Computer Science. 

Evan Dickerson shares: “After graduating from 
Union Catholic, I had an opportunity to play 
baseball in college and took full advantage of 
it, winning a championship in three straight 
seasons and becoming the first nationally 
ranked team at Mitchell College (New London, 
CT). I majored in sports marketing/nutrition 
and I’m working towards being a head coach 
of a high school baseball program. UC helped 
prepare me for what is next in my life and to 
be ready for any challenges life throws at you. 
Had I not attended UC, I wouldn’t have the same 
opportunities as I have now.” 

Class of 2013  
Jacqueline 
Fabricatore 
graduated University 
of Delaware with a 
BSN in Nursing and 
was presented with 
the nursing honor society of Sigma Theta Tau’s 
Beta Xi Chapter award. She is currently in the 
Johns Hopkins Nursing Residency in pediatric 
oncology. Jacqueline is seen in this picture with 
her mother, Dawn Santoro Fabricatore ‘87, 
her father Jimmy Fabricatore, and her brother JJ 
Fabricatore.

Rachael Hoffman is a junior at Neumann 
University in Aston, PA majoring in elementary/
secondary education. Rachael is a member of 
the women’s volleyball team, and was named 
to the America Volleyball Coaches Association 
(AVCA) All-Region team for the 2016 season. She 
was also named to the Colonial States Athletic 
Conference First Team, and most recently was 
the recipient of the AVCA 2016-2017 Team 
Academic Award, honoring those who match 
their dedication to the sport of volleyball with 
excellence in the classroom.

Rose Victoria Irace graduated from Fairleigh 
Dickinson University on May 16, 2017 with a 
degree in Marketing. 

Class of 2014  
Joseph Bonaccorso is attending Fairleigh 
Dickinson University where he is majoring in 
Accounting. He is a member of Kappa Sigma 
fraternity and achieved Honors List in Fall of 
2016 and Spring of 2017 semesters.

Doug Cassidy is 
attending Providence 
College in Rhode 
Island, where he is 
a member of the 
Sailing Team.

Kathleen Falcon is attending Fairleigh Dickinson 
University where she is studying Psychology 
& Computer Science with a concentration in 
Cybersecurity. Kathleen has made the FDU 
Honors List all 6 semesters.

Brittany Gaviria is attending Fairleigh Dickinson 
University where she is studying Psychology & 
Sociology. Brittany has made the FDU Honors List 
6 consecutive semesters.

Kristen Grazia is attending Fairleigh Dickinson 
University and achieved Honors List in Fall of 
2016 and Spring of 2017 
semesters.

TJ Hartnett is a senior 
in the Carroll School of 
Management at Boston 
College in Chestnut Hill, 
MA . Following his successful UC Livestream and 
UCTV “careers,” TJ is now known as the “Voice 
of the Eagles.” Boston College’s independent 
student newspaper, The Heights, ran a feature on 
TJ in the October 1, 2017 edition. Visit this site 
to read the entertaining and informative article: 
http://bcheights.com/2017/10/01/tj-hartnett-
voice-eagles/ 

Michael Neumann is attending Fairleigh 
Dickinson University and achieved Honors List in 
Fall of 2016 and Spring of 2017 semesters.

Gabrielle Pais is attending Fairleigh Dickinson 
University and has made the FDU Honors List all 
6 semesters.

Melissa Titolo is attending James Madison 
University in Harrisonburg, VA. She is majoring 
in Marketing and made the Dean’s List for Spring 
2017 semester.

Class of 2015  
Nicole Fazendeiro is attending Fairleigh 
Dickinson University where she is studying 
Psychology & Criminology. Nicole has made the 
FDU Honors List 4 consecutive semesters.

Daniel Florendo is attending Assumption 
College in Worcester, MA where he is majoring in 
Human Services & Rehabilitation Studies.

Taylor McLaughlin is a 
junior at the University 
of Michigan in Ann 
Arbor, MI, majoring in 
mechanical engineering. 
Taylor is a sprinter for the 
Wolverine Track Team. 
His accomplishments 
are numerous, including: Two-time USTFCCCA 
All-American; 2016 Big Ten Champion in 
outdoor 400-meter hurdles; World Junior (U-20) 

Runner-Up in the 400-meter hurdles; 2016 U.S. 
Junior National Champion in outdoor 400-meter 
hurdles; owns University of Michigan school 
record at 400 meters. This year Taylor earned 
his first USTFCCCA academic honor, which 
means as a student-athlete he had to compile a 
cumulative grade-point average of 3.25 or better 
and achieve a particular athletic standard.

Class of 2016  
Jessica Florendo is attending the University of 
Rhode Island in Kingston, RI. She has made the 
Dean’s List in her first 2 semesters. Jessica is a 
member of SOLC - The Student Organization 
Leadership Consultants - an affiliate of URI’s 
Student Senate. SOLC students have received 
advanced training, and use peer leadership to 
help URI’s student groups effectively achieve 
their goals.

Julia Hayes is attending the University of 
Delaware in Newark, DE where she stars for the 
Blue Hens Women’s Volleyball team. In this her 
red-shirt freshman season, 
Julia was named the CAA 
Volleyball Defensive Player 
of the Week for September 
25, 2017 following two 
outstanding performances 
in the Blue Hens’ opening 
conference matches. 
Julia recorded a career-high nine blocks during 
Delaware’s matches vs. William & Mary and Elon. 
You can follow Julia’s UD volleyball career on 
Twitter @DelawareVB.

Goldy Malhotra is attending Rochester Institute 
of Technology in Rochester, NY where he is 
majoring in Computer Engineering Technology. 
Goldy made the Dean’s List at RIT in his first two 
semesters - Fall 2016 and Spring 2017.

Class of 2017  
Billy, Melissa & Jessica 
McGloin are attending 
Villanova University. Check 
out their photo with and 
the tweet from Wildcats 
Head Men’s Basketball 
Coach Jay Wright. “Best 
of luck to the McGloin 
triplets, Billy @mmcgloin22 and @jmcgloin22 
starting their @VillanovaU journey !!!”

Sydney McLaughlin capped her illustrious 
Union Catholic track career by winning two gold 
medals at the NJSIAA Meet of Champions held 
in June, 2017, thus bringing her MOC total to 
11 individual career gold 
medals. Sydney was also 
featured on the cover of 
Track & Field News (May 
2017) as well as Sports 
Illustrated (July 17, 2017), 
to commemorate her 
selection as Gatorade 
Female Athlete of the  
Year, for the second 
consecutive year. Sydney 
continues her track career 
at the University of 
Kentucky in  
Lexington, KY.

Tressa Novack is 
attending Assumption 
College in Worcester, MA, 
where she is a member of 
the cross-country team. 
Tressa and Caitlin Glynn 
’15 were photographed 
in September, 2017 
supporting current UC 
XC track team members at the Paul Short 
Invitational track meet held at Lehigh University 
in Bethlehem, PA. 

Jordan Pierce began 
his college career at the 
University of Dayton (Ohio) 
on May 27, 2017, just days 
after graduating from UC. 
Jordan will play basketball 
for the Dayton Flyers, and 
new NCAA rules allow 
basketball players to start 
training with their new program before enrolling 
in school. Jordan started classes June 26. 
Anthony Grant, the Dayton coach, was quoted as 
saying “The thing that I’ve been impressed with 
is Jordan has an appetite for improvement, for 
development. It’s ‘How can I get better?’”

Caroline Sullivan is the recipient of the Tribute 
Award presented by The College Women’s Club 
of Cranford. Caroline is attending Penn State 
University, University Park Campus. Caroline was 
accepted into the Schreyer Honors College and is 
majoring in Pre-Vet/Animal Science. Caroline was 
selected based on her accomplishments at UC as 
well as in the community. She was on the honor 
roll for four years, was a member of the National 
Honor Society and the Spanish National Honor 
Society. She was a member of the varsity cross 
country team, the winter and spring track & field 
teams, and was captain of the cross country 
team. Caroline received the Prudential Spirit of 
Community award in 2016. Caroline was active 
with Imagine, a local grief support group and 
was honored for her work there, too. 

Deanna Vagueiro was awarded the J. Fletcher 
Creamer & Son, Inc. 2017 Scholarship. The judges 
selected Deanna because “she represented the 
complete student in academics, extra-curricular 
activities and community involvement.” Deanna 
is now attending Fairleigh Dickinson University.

MET UP WITH OTHER UC 
ALUMNI? 
HAVE A FUN UC MEMORY? 
Share your story and photos! 
alumni@unioncatholic.org

Union Catholic High School reserves the right to edit all material submitted for publication. 

RECENTLY GRADUATED?
NEW JOB? GOT PROMOTED?
RECEIVED AN AWARD?
Share your success! 
alumni@unioncatholic.org

ALUMNI NOTES NEEDS YOUR NEWS 
Your classmates flip to this section first! Send your news to 
alumni@unioncatholic.org
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